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in college life, too 


Extra-curricular activities play a vital part in any Christian college 
career. Added to a thorough schedule of studies they provide a 


proper balance against the strain of scholastic pursuits. 


At King’s College, inter-collegiate sports, numerous musical organ- 
| izations, Christian service groups, campus social functions, and 
a friendly “small college” atmosphere combine beautifully to offer 


four memorable years of undergraduate experience. 
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JUST PUBLISHED 


An important new book by 


Frank E. Gaebelein 


author of 
CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 
IN A 
DEMOCRACY 





THE 
Pattern 
OF God's Truth 


This noted educator and author 
has, in his latest book, disproved 
the belief that there is a distinc- 
tion between “sacred” truth and 
“secular” truth. On the premise 
that all truth is God’s truth, he 
gets to the heart of the question: 
how can Christian education be 
related in all its parts to the uni- 
fying factor of God’s truth? 

His answer offers practical sug- 
gestions for ways in which differ- 
ent fields of study and various 
aspects of educational administra- 
tion can be brought into harmony 
with the over-all pattern of God’s 
truth. The revitalization of Chris- 
tian schools and colleges may well 
come about as a result of these 
clear and closely reasoned essays. 
Certainly everyone interested in 
Christian education should read 
this thought-provoking book. 


At your booksellers $2.75 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


114 Fifth Avenue New York 11 


Publishers of Fine Books for nearly Five 
Centuries 
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for Teenagers... talks their language 
. packs o punch for vital Christianity. 
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teenage friend... have it in your 
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LETTERS 


* tothe Editors x 





OUR DANGER 

Your article entitled “Tomorrow: The 
Nature of our Danger” in your issue of 
March, 1954, has been brought to my atten- 
tion. 

I would like to point out that we do not 
know and have absolutely no desire to know 
the religious affiliations of our employees. 
No record whatsoever is kept of such affilia- 
tions and, therefore, no one, not even “a 
highly placed person in the Department of 
Justice,” can possibly have any knowledge of 
the percentage of our Special Agents who 
are affiliated with any~particular church. 

I certainly feel that the implication of 
your statements reflects in an unfavorable 
manner upon this Bureau. I would, there- 
fore, deeply appreciate being advised as to 
the basis upon which those statements were 
made. 

J. Epcar Hoover 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington. 

In addition to this letter from the direc- 
tor of the FBI, the Editor was reached on 
the telephone at Chattanooga by L. B. 
Nichols, assistant to the director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, for a dis- 
cussion of this ETErnity article. The tele- 
phone conversation lasted almost half an 
hour. We have replied as follows: 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am in receipt of your letter of March 
10, 1954, and have also been called on the 
telephone by your assistant for a thorough 
discussion of the matter. 

May I say, first of all, that there was no 
thought of unfavorable reflection on you, 
for I have admired sincerely your moral and 
ethical stand as director of the Bureau, and 
on several occasions through the years have 
quoted favorably your statements on juve- 
nile delinquency and the necessity for a 
strong spiritual movement to offset tenden- 
cies toward crime in the young. I believe 
that you have done a wonderful job as 
director of the FBI, and have told your 
pastor this in a conversation with him, dur- 
ing which he gave me a copy of the leaflet 
he wrote about you and your faith as a 
member of his church. 

I would agree that it may well be possi- 
ble that your office does not keep an official 
record of the religious affiliations of your 
6,000 agents. | do not think it necessarily 
follows, however, that “no one . . . can pos- 
sibly have any knowledge of the percentage 
of (your) Special Agents who are affiliated 
with any particular church.” There is no 
official record of the religious affiliations of 
the members of the Senate and the House 
of Representatives, yet the statistics of such 
affiliations are known and published. 

While talking to your assistant I told him 
that I found it unbelievable, and in my 
opinion the nation would also find it un- 
believable, that the FBI in screening its 





personnel did not know of the religious 
affiliations of each individual. You would 
certainly comb into their past to find a 
record of every affiliation they had ever had. 
On more than one occasion I have been 
visited by your operatives who were check- 
ing individuals in government service, and 
they were very keen on finding out their 
affiliations. 


The original source of my information, 
as published in the March ETERNITY, begs 
me “to stick by my guns,” and not be moved 
by any pressures to withdraw from the posi- 
tion I have taken and the statements I have 
made. 


Mr. Joseph Harsch, nationally known 
correspondent, who was also quoted in my 
article, has told me personally that he has 
discussed the matter of Roman Catholic 
infiltration into government employment 
with many people in Washington, and that 
the general concensus is that this particular 
church has infiltrated the government in a 
proportion that is far beyond their percent- 
age of the national population. Approxi- 
mately twenty per cent of our total popula- 
tion is Roman Catholic, but Mr. Harsch 
finds estimates of from fifty to as high as 
eighty per cent of Roman Catholics in 
government employ. 


One of your operatives has told me within 
the past few days that on one of his assign- 
ments he was one of twenty-three agents, 
of whom nineteen were Roman Catholics, 
two were Jews and two were Protestants. In 
addition to this proportion of the opera- 
tives, the office staff of secretaries and 
clerks was entirely Roman Catholic, with- 
out one exception. 


I would like to call your attention to an 
Associated Press dispatch from Washington 
under date of March 13, in which Senator 
Fulbright of Arkansas is quoted as saying 
that he is convinced the McCarthy commit- 
tee has access to confidential FBI files and 
“gets any information it wants from those 
files, whether the information has been 
authenticated or not.” The dispatch further 
quotes Senator Fulbright as saying that he 
is no longer giving the FBI information it 
seeks in its security investigations. With my 
knowledge of history I personally, in my 
own mind, form a connection between these 
charges made by Senator Fulbright and the 
information given me which formed the 
basis of my printed statements to which you 
refer. May I repeat that I concur with Sena- 
tor Fulbright in his statement found in that 
same dispatch, that he attached no blame to 
you personally in this matter. 


May I conclude with the statement that 
I seek no quarrel with your Bureau, nor 
do I seek any publicity in connection with 
my article. I am not interested in sensations, 
but in quiet warning of our constituency 
in order that we may be aware of the true 
nature of our danger. The effect of the 
movement of which my editorial work is 
but a small part has been to alert the 
Protestants and to warn the Roman Catho- 
lics, and to make some of the government 
employing agencies aware of their vulner- 
ability on this issue. 

DonaALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


(Continued on page 4) 
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thie Cummer at Sandy Cove 


Enjoy a well-rounded Christian vacation 


































MORNING CHEER BIBLE CONFERENCE 
June 14 through September 6. 


Planned to assure you a restful, 
yet profitable vacation in ideal sur- 
roundings. On the beautiful and 
spacious conference grounds. 








OUTSTANDING SPEAKERS:* 


Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse 

Dr. Andrew Telford 

Dr. Bob -Pierce 

Dr. Theodore Elsner 

Dr. Torrey Johnson 

Dr. Vance Havner 

Dr. Ralph Neighbour 

Dr. John R. Rice 

Redd Harper 

Rev. William G. Detweiler 

Dr. Hyman J. Appelman 

Dr. V. R. Edman 

* These are only a few 

Recreation unlimited: Bathing, rowboats, tennis, shuffleboard, 
horse shoes, miniature golf, picnicking, deep sea fishing . . . 
Family Style Meals: “The best of food and plenty of it” served in 
our new, large, airy dining room. 


Modern Accomodations: Just like home, plus unlimited opportuni- 
ties to form new Christian friendships. 





ENJOY MEMORIAL DAY 


WEEKEND WITH 


For Boys and Girls (Under 7—Bring them with you. Special rates.) Dr. JAMES McGINLAY 
Ages 7-15—Christ-centered camping program j AND 
SANDY COVE Girl’s Camp on the shores of North East River Rev. RALPH KEIPER 


SANDY HILL Boy’s Camp on the shores of Elk River 
June 27-Aug. 29. Write for free illustrated camp folder. 


Sponsored by: Broadcast 
Pastor George A. Palmer WIBG (990 kc) 7:00-8:00 A. M. Each week-day 
Box 3, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 12:30-1:00 P. M. Monday thru Thursday 
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Is your boy 
a 


Budding 


MINISTER? .. . TEACHER? . . . SCIENTIST? . . . 
BUSINESSMAN? . . . ENGINEER? .. . DOCTOR? ... 


In whatever direction his talents and inclinations may point, 
he deserves first-rate preparation for the college he will someday 
enter. 


ENROLL NOW FOR FALL 


at Stony Brook. You may be assured he will receive sound academic 
training for whatever profession he may choose to follow. He will 
benefit from the athletic program and wholesome social life of a good 
boarding school. And he will receive Christian teaching which helps 
young boys to build their lives on a personal faith in Jesus Christ. 


For a catalog address the Registrar 


Frank E. GAEBELEIN, Litt.D., D.D. Headmaster 


Stony Brook School 


Stony Brook Long Island New York 




















Rhapsody 
in Black 


By RICHARD ELLSWORTH DAY 


The biography of John Jasper . . . vivid . . . colorful! 


A real-life drama in turbulent Civil War times. 
Read this stirring, warmly inspirational story 
of the slave who became one of Virginia’s 

best-known and most-loved preachers. 








To this Mr. Hoover replied: 


As one of my assistants has previously 
advised you, the March, 1954, issue of ETER- 
NITY magazine contains a false and un- 
founded statement concerning the FBI. 
After you asserted that “seventy-seven per 
cent of all agents of the FBI are now 
Roman Catholics” you next observe “it has 
often been demonstrated in our contempor- 
ary history that a small cadre of highly 
trained men can be the force to take over 
whole cities and populations.” The context 
in which you use this statement, regardless 
of your intent, casts a serious reflection 
upon the entire personnel of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. Even though this 
statement is unfounded in fact, it is most 
unfair to the personnel of our service. 

No individual can honestly make such a 
statement. Therefore, in all fairness, I must 
request that you give the contents of this 
communication the same coverage in the 
earliest possible issue of ETERNITY magazine 
that you have previously given to the 
erroneous statement pertaining to the FBI 
in the March issue. 

On March 16, 1954, one of my assistants 
discussed this matter with Mr. Russell T. 
Hitt, Executive Editor of ETERNITY. maga- 
zine. When informed of the falseness of the 
statement concerning FBI personnel, Mr. 
Hitt inquired whether we knew Mr. Harsch 
of the Christian Science Monitor, conveying 
the inference that Mr. Harsch might have 
been the source of this statement. 

When my assistant reached you on the 
telephone in Chattanooga on March 16, you 
specifically stated that Mr. Joseph Harsch of 
the Christian Science Monitor had within 
the last two or three days confirmed your 
belief that the statement “seventy-seven per 
cent of all agents of the FBI are now 
Roman Catholics” was correct. Mr. Harsch, 
of. course, was immediately contacted, at 
which time he categorically denied making 
any such statement with reference to the 
FBI. 

A representative of the Chattanooga 
News-Free Press on the morning of March 
18, 1954, telephonically contacted the FBI 
and requested comment relative to your 
repeated assertion that “seventy-seven per 
cent of the operatives of the FBI are mem- 
bers of the Roman Catholic Church.” Al- 
though you were additionally quoted as | 
saying the FBI had previously denied this 
statement, I felt compelled to issue the 
following statement to the Chattanooga 
News-Free Press: 

“Dr. Donald G. Barnhouse asserts that 
seventy-seven per cent of the personnel of 
the FBI are members of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. His statement is without any 
foundation of fact. The FBI maintains no 
record of the religious beliefs-of its em- 
ployees, nor does it make any inquiries of 
such matters. Such a practice would be con- 
trary to the basic concepts of freedom of 
religion and decency. The FBI judges a 
man solely upon his qualifications, ability 
and good character. Since the FBI itself 
maintains no records of the religious affilia- 
tions of its personnel, it is inconceivable 
that Dr. Barnhouse or anyone else would 
make such irresponsible statements, particu- 
larly after they have been so informed. Dr. 
Barnhouse has the right to any opinion he 
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wishes to entertain, but Dr. Barnhouse-does 
not have the right to misstate the facts with 
reference to the personnel of the FBI.” 

Despite your continued insistence that 
this statement comes from “a highly placed 
person of the Department of Justice, and 
that such statistics are the belief of four 
special agents of the FBI, it is utterly im- 
possible for anyone to state that seventy- 
seven per cent of our personnel belong to 
any one religious denomination as there are 
no figures available to support such an 
assertion. . . . I noted in your letter to me 
you also purport to quote a representative 
of the FBI who, on one of his assignments, 
was one of twenty-three Agents, of whom 
nineteen were members of the Roman 
Catholic Church, two were Jews and two 
were Protestants. In addition, you stated 
that the office staff of secretaries and clerks 
were entirely Roman Catholic, without one 
exception. You, of course, did not identify 
the office, and if you had, I would not feel it 
proper to inquire into the religious affilia- 
tions of any of our personnel. Even if the 
statistics were correct, this instance would 
most certainly not represent the entire per- 
sonnel of the FBI. ; 

Since I became Director of the FBI in 
May, 1924, it has been my strict policy to 
judge a man solely upon his ability, his 
qualifications and his character. To inquire 
into his religion would be personally ab- 
horrent. This, of course, is also the policy 
of the United States Government. You, no 
doubt, are familiar with Executive Order 
9980 dated May, 1949, which specifically 
states, “All personnel actions taken by Fed- 
eral appointing officers shall be based solely 
on merit and fitness and such officers are 
authorized and directed to take appropriate 
steps to insure that in all such actions there 
shall be no discrimination because of race, 
color, religion or national origin.” Likewise, 
an order issued by the Attorney General in 
1948 states, “There shall be no discrimina- 
tion because of race, color, religion or na- 
tional origin.” In addition, it is a policy of 
the Civil Service Commission to prohibit 
“questions, inquiries, recommendations and 
disclosure of information concerning and 
consideration or filing of recommendations 
disclosing an applicant or employee’s race, 
color or religion, except as may be required 
for employment surveys for the adjudication 
of complaints of discrimination.” 

I must admit that your assertions came 
as a shock to me. It is difficult to conceive 
that a member of the clergy should make 
such false misrepresentations in the first 
instance and then repeat them after having 
been furnished: with the facts. 

J. Epvcar Hoover 
Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 
In further correspondence with Mr. Hoover, 
Dr. Barnhouse wrote, referring to the letter 
printed here: 

. ..- I did not make an assertion that the 
seventy-seven per cent of the personnel of 
the FBI is Roman Catholic, but quoted an 
official, high in the Department of Justice, 
to that effect. My informant asks that I do 


(Continued on page 35) 
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On the first Sunday of March, 
1954, The Bible Study Hour began 
its sixth year of broadcasting. That 
Sunday Dr. Barnhouse had reached 
Romans 8:26, and he was speaking 
on prayer. The mail response was 
considerably higher than normal, 
even though the daily mail has been 
increasing steadily. It was evident 
that there had been great blessing 
through the study of God’s Word 
that morning. 

That study on prayer represented 
the 242nd study in the book of 
Romans to be broadcast during this 
five-year period. There are 
212 verses in Romans up 
to and including 8:26 so 
that more than 25 minutes 
of on-the-air study have 
been applied, on the aver- 
age, to each verse. We 
know of nothing to equal 
this in the history of religi- 
ous broadcasting. 

When Dr. Barnhouse be- 
gan broadcasting on The 
Bible Study Hour five years 
ago, he was warned by ex- 
perts not to try a long, 
verse by verse study in any one 
book. “The listening public can’t 
take it,” these experts said. “Interest 
will certainly drop off.” 

The experts probably were right 
—humanly speaking. That’s why we 
believe all the more strongly that 
the Lord is in the matter, because 
the study in Romans has continued 
on the air for five years and the list 
of stations has grown step by step 
from 6 to 58. 

Whether this is a record or not 
is unimportant. It is wonderful, 
however, to note the way in which 
the Spirit of God has used this 
method of expository teaching to 
strengthen great numbers of Chris- 
tians. That the broadcast has contin- 
ued and spread to many parts of 
the country is also evidence 
of the hunger on the part of 
Christians for a deeper know- 
ledge of the Word of God. 





It is impossible to speak of the 
blessing of the Lord on this minis- 


try without saying a wotd of thanks : 


to all who have made the work 


possible. We know of thousands of ' 


friends who faithfully surround this 
ininistry with prayer. Our Partner 
plan of support, by which friends 
participate through regular monthly 
gifts, has also made possible the 
printing of these messages in book 
form. These booklets are given to 
each Partner in appreciation for 
helping to make the broadcast possi- 
ble. All the expenses of the work 
are paid out of gifts received from 
listeners because, as in all work of 
this Foundation, there is no under- 
writing of any kind. 

Perhaps you are a regu- 
lar listener to the program 
but did not hear the broad- 
cast on prayer referred to 
above. Don’t be disturbed; 
it will be broadcast in your 
area later. Because of the 
serial nature of the study, 
practically all additions to 
our chain begin with Study 
#1 and continue on 
through the series. Thus, 
while the original stations 
were hearing the study on 
Romans 8:26, others may have been 
in chapter 7 or 5 or even 1. 

If The Bible Study Hour is not 
broadcast in your area, don’t give up 
hope. The work is being expanded 
into new areas as rapidly as possible 
with preference being given to the 
areas where most interest is evi- 
denced. Therefore, write and tell us 
if you cannot hear the broadcast and 
want to. With your help we may be 
able to begin the series in your area 
very soon. We look forward to the 
day when listeners in every part 
of the country will have the oppor- 
tunity to participate in this study 
of God's Word. 








Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 











AVE YOU EVER LONGED 
TO VISIT THE SCENES OF 
THE SAVIOUR’'S LIFE? 


NOW AN EXPERTLY DIRECTED TOUR 


MAKES THIS DREAM 


Have you not cherished in your 
heart the many incidents of our 
Lord’s life on earth and wanted to 
relive them at the very spot, with 
nearly the same kind of people all 
about. Few parts in the world have 
changed so little in 1900 years and 
the changes are mostly the unfold- 
ing of God’s prophecies. Now you 
can actually tread the very paths 
used by Jesus and His Disciples, led 
by one who has made a reverent 
study of their travels and ministries. 


J 
43 Glorious Days 

Sailing June 15th on the fine M.V. Vul- 
cania, our party will combine the carefree 
restful days of a sea trip with the thrill of 
anticipation of seeing many. ports and 
scenes of Europe, plus the pilgrimage in 
the Holy Land. 





$1536.00-$ 1626.00 All 
Expense Tour 


Transportation, meals, transfers, sightsee- 
ing cars and admission, all gratuities ashore 
are included in this low cost. Only ship- 
board tips and personal purchases are not 
included. $1,536.00 is for cabin and 
$1,626.00 is for Ist Class on shipboard. 
All other facilities are identical for all 
party members. 


Directed by American Express 
The world’s largest and finest travel or- 
ganization will conduct this tour, supply- 
ing couriers, cars, good hotels, best avail- 
able transportation and service. You will 





THE REV. COULSON SHEPHERD 


The Rev. Coulson Shepherd, well known to 
ETERNITY readers as the founder and direc- 
tor of Message to Israel Incorporated with 
a fine program of winning Jews to Christ, 
will lead our party of devoted Christians. 
Mrs. Shepherd will also accompany the 
group. They are thoroughly familiar with 
the Scriptures and their prophecies and on 
a previous trip spent several weeks visiting 
the scenes and people our party will visit. 
Your faith Will be enriched and your life 
in the Scriptures will take on a new 
understanding. 


Christmas and Easter 
Tours Planned 
For those who desire the added thrill of 
being in Shepherds Field on Christmas Eve 
1954 or who want to be 
at the scenes of the Cruci- 
fixion and Resurrection at | 
Easter of 1955, special 
parties are now being 


fied leadership will be sup- 


ETERNITY GROUP 
In HIS Footsteps Tour 


COME TRUE 


Southern Europe and 
Egypt Visited 

Before reaching 
the Holy Land 
interesting ship 
stops will be 
made at Lisbon, 
Portugal, Gibral- 
tar, Genoa (with 
time enough for 
a day visit of the 
French Rivera) 
and Naples. Then 
the party will 
have two thrill- 
ing days in Egypt 
with visits to the Pyramids and the Sphinx. 


21 Days Extension to 
Switzerland, France, Holland, 
England available 
Arrangements have been made so that those 
of our party who want to cross Europe 
under the same fine American Express 
Company direction can do so. They will 
leave the party at Genoa and visit many 
scenic wonders across the continent and in 
England. The return is made on the lux- 
urious R.M.S. Queen Mary reaching New 
York August 15th. The price of this ex- 

tension is only $455.00. 


Space Limited—Act Now 

Only through the facilities of American 
Express Company could such desirable ac- 
commodations be secured. When they are 
reserved it may not be possible to get more. 
Send now for descriptive folder and as 
quickly as possible decide on joining this 
restful, enjoyable trip with Christian com- 
panionship. 











(C I am interested in the summer Holy Land Tour—Please 


have no worry as to language, custom or 
lied to all parties and will 
e - : send descriptive Folder. | 


arrangements. This is truly a carefree trip 
of a lifetime. offer Europ ext 


"In HIS Footsteps Tour” 





planned. Experienced, quali- 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Penna. 


CJ I will not be able to join this summer tour but am } 
| interested in [] the Christmas Tour [] Easter 1955 Tour. 
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NOW AND LATER 

In this issue we present an article by 
Dr. Samuel H. Moffett, who served as a 
Presbyterian missionary in China from 
1947 to 1951 when he was forced out by 
the Communists. 

Dr. Moffett has gained a wide reputa- 
tion as a writer and speaker and has 
become an authority on Communism in 
the Far East. Born in Korea, he is a 
member of a distinguished missionary 
family. His father, pioneer missionary 
in northern Korea, was president of 
Union Christian College and was the 
founder of the Union Theological Sem- 
inary in Seoul. Dr. Moffett has four 
brothers in the ministry, one in India, 
one in Korea, and two serving as minis- 
ters of churches in the U. S. 

During his term of service in China, 
he taught church history at Yenching 
University in Peking and later at Nan- 
king Theological Seminary. Dr. Moffett 
is a graduate of Wheaton College and 
Princeton Theological Seminary and 
holds a doctorate in philosophy from 
Yale. He is currently a visiting lecturer 
in ecumenics at Princeton Seminary and 
hopes to return to Korea next fall. 

Christians, who feel that the church 
cannot be wiped out in China, will find 
much food for thought in Dr. Moffett’s 
penetrating article. 

* * * 

As previously announced, this issue 
carries a competent appraisal by F. F. 
Bruce, noted British scholar, of the Old 
Testament of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible. 

Next month ETernity will publish 
the sequel to the Bruce article: an ap- 
praisal of the RSV New Testament by 
Prof. E. M. Blaiklock, of Auckland Uni- 
versity College, New Zealand. 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 

May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30—Tenth Presby- 
terian Church, Philadelphia, Penna.; 
May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31—New York 
Bible Class, St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, New York, N. Y.; May 4 
through 6—CBMC, Cleveland, Ohio 
(at First Methodist Church); May 7— 
CBMC, West Jr. High School, South 
Maple Street, Akron, Ohio; May 9 
through 14—Bonar Presbyterian 
Church, Toronto, Ontario; May 18 
through 21—Ruggles Street Baptist 
Church, Boston, Mass.; May 30 
through June 4—Memorial Presby- 
terian Church, St. Louis, Mo. 
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an the Communists wipe out the church behind the 
C curtain? In less than my own lifetime they have swept 

across. more than one-fifth of the surface of the globe 
and shut off from freedom one-third of the world’s popula- 
tion. Can they brainwash Christian faith from those they 
have conquered as completely as they have stolen from 
them their freedom? Can they destroy the church as easily 
as they have blotted out all other institutions that have 
stood against them? 

Some people say the question should not be asked. From 
two different directions come objections to this kind of a 
query. On the one hand, some say, “Why all this talk about 
wiping out the church? If the church behaves itself the 
Communists won’t bother it.” Others, equally impatient but 
for very different reasons, say, ““The question indicates lack 
of faith. Jesus promised his Church that the gates of Hell 
should not prevail against it.” 

But the question cannot be quite so simply evaded. In 
answer to the first objection, it must be stated flatly and 
dogmatically that whatever the immediate party line may 
be, whether it be soft or hard toward the Christian church 
at any given moment, Communist doctrine leaves no doubt 
that ultimately the church is to be destroyed. 

It is true that in the early days of the revolution, Com- 
munists naively expected that religion would wither away 
as the social oppressions on which religion fed were lifted. 
The church, therefore, need not be attacked; it could be 


In the striking cover picture 
by Robert Doares, ETERNITY’s 
illustrator, the aged Korean 
typifies the sturdy resistance 
of the believers of his na- 
tion to persecution by the 
Communists. 
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Can Communists Kill 


China and Korea Present Contrasting Pictures 
of Reaction to Red Pressure; 
North African History Reveals Churches Can Perish 


left to die. But as Christian faith stubbornly refused to 
wither away the Communists were forced to seek to hasten 
its death by persecution. The Militant Atheists of the First 
Five Year Plan were told point-blank that their task was “to 
rid the country of the poison of religion.” 

Once the attack is mounted, not even “good behavior” 
can win immunity for the church behind the curtain. It 
may bring a temporary amnesty, but the basic conflict 
between Christianity and Communism is irreconcilable. At 
a meeting of the World Federation of Trade Unions in 
Peking, a Russian speaker was answering the questions of 
eager young Chinese enthusiasts. One of them asked, “If 
the church is so superstitious and reactionary, why do you 
still allow it to exist in Russia?” The speaker paused. “This 
is a very difficult problem,” he said, then continued omin- 
ously, “It may take many years, but give us time.” 

If the Soviets are given time, who can say that the little 
churches of Communist Asia will be able to withstand the 
juggernaut? 

“But the gates of Hell shall not prevail against them,” 
the earnest Christian cries. That is not quite true. The 
promise is to the Church, not the churches. The Biblical 
promise, like Noah’s rainbow, is no guarantee of local im- 
munity. There have been many floods, though no world 
deluge, since Noah’s day, and many churches have been 
wiped out since our Lord made his promise to his Church. 
If it has happened before, it can happen again. The Chris- 
tian church is retreating today before the greatest onslaught 
it has suffered in 1300 years, since Moslem warriors swept 
out of their desert fastnesses and slashed away and destroyed 
one half of the Christian church of that time. They virtually 
obliterated the great church of North Africa. What the 
Moslems did to Africa, cannot the Communists do to Asia? 

The question is raised most insistently in regard to 
China. There is much talk today of the “debacle of the 
Christian mission in China.” Once there were some 8000 
Protestant missionaries in that land. Today there are per- 
haps eight left, and that handful is all either in jail or 
under house arrest. Defections from the Christian church to 
the Communist cause have been commonplace. 

For example, a girl who had been an earnest “inquirer” 
for several years and who had intended to be baptized at 
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the Church? 


Former Missionary to China under the Board of Foreign 


By SAMUEL H. MOFFETT 


Missions, Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 


Easter made a trip to Tientsin not long after the Commun- 
ist conquest and was so impressed by the morale and dis- 
cipline of the Red army that she said, “Formerly I believed 
that man can only change from evil to good with the power 
of Christ. But Christians only talk. They do not act. Now 
the Communists have really acted. It is not just one or two 
of them; the liberation soldiers that I saw in my Tientsin 
home are all very nice. Isn’t their doctrine, then, more 
powerful than Christianity?” 

For those who could not be won over so easily, the 
Communists had another approach, intimidation. This did 
not take the form of a direct frontal assault on the church, 
however. Communists had learned a lesson in Russia. 
“Religion,” they discovered, “is like a nail. The harder you 
hit it, the deeper it goes into the wood.” In China, there- 
fore, the party line called for an oblique attack. Freedom of 
religion was guaranteed in the constitution. Christianity was 
given representation on the People’s Political Consultative 
Council. Churches were allowed to remain open. 

But from two directions, the party closed in on the church. 
One line of attack, called a reform movement, was designed 
to purge the church from within of all elements hostile 
to the state. The goal was to transform the church into a 
docile, controlled creature of the state. The other line of 
attack was directed against such elements in the church 
as refused to be controlled, against faithful Christians who 
could acknowledge no other absolute than Jesus Christ as 
Lord. Even here, however, lip-service was paid to freedom 
of religion. The assault was indirect. Church workers would 
be jailed not as Christians, but as criminals. False accusa- 
tions of immorality, or corruption or subversion would 
suddenly be hurled against them. Arrest was swift, and con- 
demnation never in doubt. Even when the Communists 
moved against the foreign missionaries they followed the 
same indirect pattern. When they finally decided to force 
me out of China the charge against me was not that I was 
a missionary, for that was still legal; they charged me rather 
with embezzlement. Communists are clever. They want no 
Christian martyrs. 

Only time will tell how successful their strategy will be. 
The church still stands, of course. From a church tower in 
Shanghai a great lighted cross shines out over the city every 
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night. Churches are full, in many cases. The cutting off of 
foreign funds and the resulting necessity of self-support has 
usually been a blessing, not a curse. 

But Communist strategy is a long-range strategy. They do 
not expect to wipe the church out of existence overnight, 
and current reports of continuing Christian activity behind 
the curtain should lead to no premature optimism. Always 
the grim parallel of North Africa suggests itself. There too, 
some Christian communities survived for centuries. But 
walled in, isolated and cut off from all fruitful contact with 
other Christians and all opportunities for evangelistic out- 
reach, they slowly withered away. 

And yet, the prospect for Christian survival under Com- 
munist conquest may be not quite so hopeless as this 
gloomy parallel might lead us to believe. 

Upon North Korea, too, the Communist curtain has 
fallen, and there we have not only a somewhat longer 
perspective for judgment as to the effectiveness of Com- 
munism’s anti-Christian crusade, but also considerable proof 
of the almost incredible resiliency and vitality of the 
Christian faith in persecution. 

Communists have had since 1945 to carry out their cam- 
paign against the North Korean church, which is predom- 
inantly Presbyterian. As in Russia and China, the campaign 
began with moderation. The church was asked simply for 
its cooperation with the new regime. In fact, when Premier 
Kim I] Sung was first brought into Korea by the Russians 
in December, 1945, he blandly announced, “We will have 
no Communism here. Organize any parties you like.” To 
quiet the fears of the Christians, he took as one of his top 
advisers a prominent Korean pastor, to whom, he claimed, 
he was distantly related. 

But in Korea, far more swiftly than in China, Communist 
strategy shifted from an indirect, long-range program to a 
direct, brutal, frontal assault on the Christian church. The 
first direct clash occurred as early as March 1, 1946, in the 
Communist capital, Pyengyang, which had once been the 
largest mission station in the world, and was still the center 
of the church of North Korea. Patriotic Christians have for 
many years celebrated March 1, the Korean independence 
day, with church services. The government, however, or- 
dered all to attend a Communist-led political rally and 
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Exaltation of Mary; Guaranteed 
Paydays; Price of Liberty; Facing Facts 


MARIOLATRY 


The direction in which the Roman 
Catholic Church is moving theologically 
leaves no room for doubt as to the 
underlying blasphemy of Roman dogma. 
In a recent issue of Time (March 22) 
it is reported that the “Very Rev. John 
A. Flynn, president of Catholic St. John’s 
University of Brooklyn told a Marian 
Year convocation that the Virgin might 
be due for still further doctrinal recogni- 
tion within the next 100 years or so. 
‘It is not unlikely,’ he said, that Mary 
will be ‘proclaimed in a definition of 
doctrine as Co-Redemptrix of the 
human race, that next the dogma of 
Mediatrix of all graces may be promul- 
gated, and that finally the definition of 
her queenship, as participation with her 
Son in the power of ruling the world, 
may be proclaimed.’ Theologians agree, 
Father Flynn added, ‘that these are defin- 
able. It is likely that all three of these 
may come to realization before another 
century passes because the importance 
of Mary in the universe has come more 
and more to the fore.’” 


Readers of Erernity will not find this 
to be fresh news. I have pointed out 
on several occasions during the past ten 
years that Rome is moving in this direc- 
tion, basing my statements on items in 
Jesuit papers printed in Italian and 
French. It is good to see the matter 
brought into the clear by a high Roman- 
ist prelate in the United States. 


Tracts are being circulated in Roman- 
ist churches which proclaim that “Mary 
is the way, the truth and the life; no 
man cometh unto Jesus but through 
Mary.” The cleavage becomes all the 
deeper; soon there will be the logical 
proclamation that there is no salvation 
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whatsoever except through Mary, since 
she is the mediatrix of all graces. Then 
the line will be drawn. Timid Protes- 
tants who want to find good in the 
Romanist system should look under the 
trappings and see the essential evil, the 
blasphemous horror of Roman doctrine; 
should realize that a church that makes 
Mary joint-Saviour, the one way of ap- 
proach and the queen of the universe, 
is not to be considered as a truly Chris- 
tian church. 


Perhaps we must go back to the days 
of the Reformers who identified the 
papacy as the great whore (Rev. 17). “I 
saw a woman sit upon a scarlet colored 
beast, full of names of blasphemy.” And 
there can be added to these names of 
blasphemy, “co-Redemptrix, Mediatrix 
and Queen of Heaven.” Satan must be 
very happy at these new inventions of 
his. 


DEMANDS OF LABOR 


A recent article in Collier’s discusses 
the movement which is gaining momen- 
tum among labor leaders, and which may 
be pushed by them in their next negotia- 
tions for renewal of contract. The article 
is entitled, “Labor’s New Demand: 52 
Paydays Guaranteed Each Year.” The 
subtitle is challenging: “Path to Pros- 
perity, or Road to Ruin?” 


The reason such an issue is discussed 
in a magazine of Bible study is because 
the Bible has definite teachings on all 
ethical subjects, and on all of the prob- 
lems and relationships of life. The 
fundamental law at the basis of all rela- 
tionships between employer and em- 
ployee is, “Thou shalt not steal.” This 
means that the employer is not to ex- 
ploit the man who works for him, and 


it also means that the worker is not to 
exploit the employer. 

Throughout most of the history of the 
human race the law of supply and de- 
mand has operated, and Christ told 
Judas, “The poor ye have with you 
always” (John 12:8). I am quite sure 
that man will not be able to alter that 
divine law. There will always be men 
who are improvident, who will spend 
their money on drink or gambling or 
other selfish ways that will leave them 
and their families in need. There will 
be others who will live frugal lives, sav- 
ing and investing. These men will ad- 
vance, and will become the objects of 
the jealousy of the first group. Funda- 
mentally the leaders of the labor move- 
ment have exploited this jealousy until 
it now towers over the nation as a 
mammoth horror that can bring our 
whole system into ruin. 


Let’s be practical. Suppose a man owns 
an apple orchard and needs help for 
five days in the spring and summer for 
spraying, and ten days in the autumn 
for picking. Is he to guarantee the 
laborer who comes to his orchard fifty- 
two paydays in the year? If so, apples 
will become $150 a bushel and they will 
rot for lack of buyers. The orchard 
owner will be ruined and the orchard 
will lie untended and forlorn. 


The same example may apply to Gen- 
eral Motors. If machines can be tooled 
to produce a vast number of motor cars, 
it may be necessary to have certain men 
work part of the year and other all the 
year. If an attempt is made to force the 
employer to pay each employee each 
week in the year, it will mean that the 
price of cars will rise to the point where 
few will buy, the number produced will 
be diminished and more men will be 
laid off. 


The tragic factor in American life to- 
day is that men are looking for “secur- 
ity” before anything else, and God AIl- 
mighty is ordering history (as He has 
at every moment in the past) so as to 
teach men that there is no security ex- 
cept in Himself. If democracy could suc- 
ceed, and the American way of life be ex- 
tended until the whole world had our 
high standard of living, with full employ- 
ment for the race, and guaranteed pay- 
days, it would mean that there would be 
no further economic problems, and that 
man would have succeeded in solving 
a part of the problem of the race. It 
cannot be done. There is no security out- 
side of Christ. We may thank God that 
we live under our democracy—the best 
way of life that has ever been granted to 
any portion of the race—but it is not the 
solution to the problems of the world. 
Christ is the solution. 
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TIME LAG 


In the nineteenth century it took ap- 
proximately thirty years for a new idea, 
accepted in the great universities of 
Europe, to filter through the American 
graduate students and the young pro- 
fessors in our universities, and then 
down to the people who were teaching 
high school. The time lag on the first 
presentation of evolution, for example, 
and its general acceptance on low levels, 
was even longer than thirty years. The 
time lag on the rejection of certain 
phases of evolution is almost as great. 
Other examples are to be found in 
theology. Many students are still being 
taught that the fourth Gospel was writ- 
ten as late as the third century, though 
more and more teachers of religion are 
aware of the existence of a piece of 
manuscript of John dating from the end 
of the first century, while John was still 
alive. 


The same time lag is in evidence con- 
cerning McCarthyism and the nature of 
our danger. When we published our 
article in the March issue explaining 
the nature of our danger we were over- 
whelmingly approved by more than 
nine-tenths of those who wrote us. As 
I traveled out over the country during 
the month the article was current I was 
met with the same proportion of accept- 
ance. But I still met a few for whom 
the time lag was very great and who 
were convinced that Communists were 
under many beds and that we should 
direct all our energies to combat its 
encroachments. For them I would like 
to quote a paragraph from Life’s edi- 
torial of March 22nd. “The unnecessari- 
ness of McCarthy could be made unmis- 
takable if the President would press 
home Nixon’s reminder of how strong 
the government’s policy on Communism 
really is. Under the Smith act of 1940, 
as now interpreted by the courts, the 
government can jail virtually any Com- 
munist it really wants to. Its failure to 
jail all Communists>or to ask for the 
outlawing of the Communist party—is a 
matter of tactical discretion, not of im- 
potence or apathy. With or without a 
few minor enlargements of power re- 
quested by the attorney general, the 
government is adequately armed and in- 
formed against the domestic danger of 
Communism. This goes for the danger 
of infiltration in government employ- 
ment also. Experience has at last pro- 
duced a tough and workable government 
security program which needs only a 
little time, plus continuous vigilance 
by responsible congressmen, to restore 
public confidence and the morale of 
government employees. . .” 

Let the timid understand the truth 
of the above, accept it as fact, and then 
begin to look deeper at the nature of 


our danger. Infiltration by any group to. 
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a dominant position in our government 
would be a danger, whether it were by 
Baptists, Presbyterians, Roman Catho- 
lics, Jews, Masons or any other group. 
Eternal vigilance is still the price of our 
liberty. 


CANCER AND TRUTH 


Several years ago I wrote an editorial 
in which I said that patients should be 
told if they had cancer or any other in- 
curable disease. They should be given 
the facts and not kept in some supposed 
fool’s paradise until the heavier shock 
of knowing the hard way finally came 
upon them. 

This opinion now has more evidence 
to back it up. Dr. Otis Bowen, a general 
practitioner in the little Indiana town 
of Bremen, asked his patients what their 
desire would be if they ever got cancer. 
Among 477 patients (all white, but well 
divided as to age, sex, educational back- 
ground and economic position), Dr. 
Bowen found: 96144% want to know if 
they have cancer; 884% want close rela- 
tives to be told also; 81% believe it is 
impossible to fool a cancer victim for 
long. Main reasons for wanting the 
doctor to be frank: “The shock of know- 
ing wears off quicker than the uncer- 
tainty of continual worry and wonder”; 
“I like to face facts as they are—not live 
in a false security.” 


When my sister was dying of cancer 
a few years ago I spoke to her candidly 
of her approaching death and she 
smiled and said, “It is so refreshing to 
have someone speak according to the 
facts. You can’t know how terrible it is 
to have people come in here with a 
smile that has been screwed on at the 
doorstep and say, ‘Well, it’s good to see 
you looking so well. We were just say- 
ing that we are planning a lot of parties 


BELL-BARNHOUSE ENGAGEMENT 


Mrs. Claude Carlyle Nuckols of Albany, New York, announces the 
engagement of her daughter, Mrs. Margaret Nuckols Bell, of Bradenton, 
Florida, to Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse, Editor of ETERNITY and teacher 
on The Bible Study Hour, radio program. 


A native of Albany and a graduate of Bryn Mawr College, Mrs. Bell 
is the widow of the late Douglas M. Bell, Jr., former member of the 
Board of Directors of the Evangelical Foundation, Inc. An active mem- 
ber of the First Baptist Church, Bradenton, Mrs. Bell also has been 
engaged in Child Evangelism work. 


Mrs. Bell has two children, Douglas III, 21, now in Naval Air 
Cadet Training at Corpus Christi, and Carolyn Sue, 18, a student at the 
University of Florida at Gainesville, Florida. 


The marriage will take place in the early summer. 


for you when you come out. And we are 
going to have a big picnic next sum- 
mer ...’”’And my sister went on, “As if 
I didn’t know I’ll be in Heaven long 
before next summer!” And finally, “Don, 
death is nothing to be afraid of when 
one knows Christ. It is like going out of 
a dark room into a lighted one.” And 
it was not long before the Lord took her 
through that door. 

One who knows Christian truth can 
never be disturbed by the knowledge 
that the Lord is proceeding in a course 
that will bring the believer into His 
presence forever. “Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his saints” 
(Psa. 116:15). Since our death is precious 
to Him, we should not want to deprive 
Him of the pleasure which He has in 
bringing us to the end of all our test- 
ings, and bringing us into the beginning 
of all our glories. 


WITNESS TO MEDICAL MEN 


The Christian Medical Society, the 
membership of which is made up of 
Christian physicians and surgeons, has 
been granted space for an exhibit at 
the American Medical Association’s an- 
nual convention to be held June 24 and 
25 in San Francisco. 

The purpose of this effort is to pre- 
sent a positive witness of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to the more than 18,000 medical 
men who are expected to attend the 
important gathering. It will also bring 
the work of CMS to the attention of 
other believing doctors. 

The Editors of ETerNity mention this 
matter so that Christians may pray for 
this strategic opportunity and to en- 
courage financial support for it. Approxi- 
mately $1,200 will be needed to care for 
the cost of this special effort. 
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{ British Scholar Looks a 


Textual critic finds volume, despite its defects, by far the best of the 


new English versions in scholarship, textual fidelity and English style 


preliminary attitude tends to be rather different from 

that of his American opposite number. He knows little 
or nothing of the group of American churches which has 
sponsored the new revision, and the names of the revisers 
are, for the most part, names to him and nothing more. He 
is therefore more inclined to judge the version itself on its 
merits, without troubling much about its origin. He has not 
been exposed to the publicity campaign which preceded the 
publication of the work in the United States. And, most 
important of all, perhaps, no one is trying to impose the 
work on him as a standard version. 


WV: an ordinary British evangelical opens the RSV, his 


A “Standard” Version? 


Dr. Oswald T. Allis, in his sober and scholarly critique 
of the RSV, Revised Version or Revised Bible? (1953), 
justifies what some readers might regard as excessive severity 
in his criticisms by pointing out that a version which is 
expected or intended to become the standard English version 
for American Protestants must be scrutinized and judged 
with the strictest care. The conclusion to which he comes 
is that the RSV is unacceptable as a “standard” version, 
“however excellent it may be in some other respects” (p. 
60). But the British evangelical looks at the RSV simply as 
another new translation. He has a few years to wait before 
he sees the first installment of the new Bible translation on 
which Christian scholars of the United Kingdom are at 
present engaged, and which, unlike the RSV, is to be a com- 
pletely new translation and not simply a revision of exist- 
ing versions. No doubt this forthcoming version will be 
judged on its merits by the public for which it is intended, 
and will be accepted as a standard version only if the 
Protestant public in Britain decides that it is worthy of 
such acceptation. And very probably the same thing will 
happen in the United States with regard to the RSV; in the 
long run the acceptance of the new revision as a standard 
version will depend not on the prestige of the revisers or 
the effectiveness of the advertising campaign, but on the 
inherent worth of the version in the estimation of American 
public opinion. 


An Objective Appraisal 


This article is an attempt at an objective appraisal of the 
OT section of the RSV by a British evangelical who em- 
braces wholeheartedly the Reformed doctrine of Holy Scrip- 
ture and is engaged in the teaching of Biblical studies in a 
secular English university. It is based on detailed examina- 
tion and experimental use of the version in the study, class- 
room and pulpit, for private devotion and family worship. 
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On the style of the RSV little need be said. It preserves 
the characteristic flavor of what has come to be felt, through- 
out the English-speaking world, as “Bible” language; the 
idiom is that “timeless” English which is recognized as 
classical on both sides of the Atlantic. Archaisms have been 
removed, both in vocabulary and in verbal inflection. The 
removal of one of these archaisms—the replacement of 
“thou” by “you” except in elevated language and in address- 
ing God—has involved the revisers in an issue of some 
theological delicacy, not so much in the OT as in the NT, 
where the Incarnate Son is addressed as “you” during His 
earthly sojourn. The real difficulty of this issue can hardly 
be appreciated by those who have not had some practical 
experience in Bible translation. It is undesirable that 
translators (selected primarily, no doubt, for their linguistic 
ability) should be obliged to make the fine theological 
decision involved in determining when our Lord is ad- 
dressed as God and when as man. This is, in many cases, an 
impossible or even a non-existent distinction. The path of 
wisdom would appear to be, for translators who wish to 
replace “thou” by “you” to do so everywhere in prose, 
reserving “thou” only for the more elevated literary levels 
in which it is still used in English. A literary decision of 
this kind is less invidious than the theological decision im- 
posed on the RSV committee. (When “you” is employed 
indiscriminately, it may be thought useful to make a typo- 
graphical distinction between its singular and plural senses, 
as Dr. William Hendriksen is doing in his New Testament 
Commentary.) 


Quotation Marks and Punctuation 


The use of quotation marks in the RSV has been criti- 
cized as introducing an element of interpretation; but this 
sort of interpretation may well be required in a translator. 
Unless he is producing a schoolboy’s “crib,” he must be 
expected to understand what he is translating well enough 
to know who is saying what. There are, to be sure, a num- 
ber of places where alternative opinions are possible. But 
it is equally true that in several places alternative opinions 
are possible on a question of punctuation: it is not generally 
held that on this account the text should be unpunctuated, 
so that the reader may decide for himself. To take an ex- 
ample from the NT: a translator who rendered our Lord’s 
words in Luke 23:43, “Verily I say unto thee today shalt 
thou be with me in paradise,” would not be praised for 
refusing to introduce an element of interpretation but 
criticized for shirking the issue. It is part of his business to 
decide whether “today” goes with the preceding or with 
the following clause, and to punctuate accordingly; the 
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revisers of 1611 and 1901 indicate their interpretative 
judgment (the correct one, I have no doubt) both by put- 
ting a comma after “thee” and by capitalizing “Today.” 
But there is no difference in principle between this form 
of interpretation and that involved in supplying quotation 
marks. 

Yet punctuation may affect the sense profoundly, as will 
be evident to anyone who compares the KJV and ARV 
renderings of the Seventy Weeks prophecy (Dan. 9:24-27) 
with the renderings given in the British RV (1884) and the 
RSV. The British RV and the RSV of verse 25 have a strong 
punctuation after “seven weeks,” thus attaching the sixty- 
two weeks closely to the rebuilding of the city “with squares 
and moat” (RSV). In this they follow the punctuation of 
the Massoretic text. It has been suggested, indeed, that the 
Massoretic punctuation here was a deliberate device to spike 
the guns of Christian interpreters; but this cannot be 
proved, and in fact early Christian interpretations of this 
prophecy would not have been greatly shaken by the 
Massoretic punctuation. 


Poetry and Prose 


The revisers of 1884 and 1901 did good service by print- 
ing the OT poetical books and a few other poetical passages 
as poetry and not as prose. The revisers of 1952 have car- 
ried this practice farther by printing the poetical oracles 
of the prophetic books as poetry. Sometimes it is uncertain 
in these books where the dividing line between poetical 
oracles and prose passages lies, and different views may be 
held of the metrical patterns in some of the poetical oracles. 
But in general the RSV presentation of the prophetic 
material is helpful in this regard. 

There is one matter in which the RSV format may appear 
to leave a question of interpretation open: that is the way 
in which the titles of the Psalms are printed. Each title ap- 
pears before and not after the number of the Psalm. The 
reader is thus left to decide whether the title belongs to the 
following Psalm or not; in particular, he may follow J. W. 
Thirtle (The Titles of the Psalms, 1904) in attaching sev- 
eral of the titles as colophons to the Psalms which im- 
mediately precede them. 

But these are external features of the version; we must 
consider features which belong to its essence. When the 
whole Bible in the RSV appeared in 1952, the present 
writer found himself rather better pleased with the OT 
than he had been with the NT installment which appeared 
in 1946. This relatively favorable impression has on the 
whole been confirmed by further study. 

Much light has been thrown on the OT text by archaeo- 
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logical research during the first half of the present century, 
and the new revisers have freely availed themselves of this 
new knowledge. For example, hammanim are now rightly 
interpreted as “incense altars” (Lev. 26:30, etc.), instead of 
“idols” or “images” (KJV) and “sun-images” (ARV). The 
discovery of a Hebrew unit of weight called a pim (if that 
is the right vocalization), and the recognition of this word 
in 1 Samuel 13:21, have combined to restore lucidity to a 
passage which used to be uncommonly difficult to translate. 
To archaeology, too, we owe the appearance of the place- 
name “Kue” in 1 Kings 10:28, in place of “linen yarn” 
(KJV) and “droves” (ARV). But Kue (a reading supported 
also by the Septuagint and the Vulgate) is an unknown 
name to the vast majority of Bible readers; it might there- 
fore have been better to explain it in a footnote as roughly 
corresponding to Cilicia, if not indeed to render it by 
“Cilicia” in the text. 


The Ugaritic documents discovered at Ras Shamra some 
25 years ago have helped in the elucidation of the Biblical 
Hebrew vocabulary. The translation of gerashim by 
“frames” instead of “boards” in the specifications for the 
Mosaic tabernacle (Ex. 26:15, etc.) has Ugaritic support. In 
general, the principle of utilizing archaeological evidence 
in this way will command the approval of serious Christians. 


(Continued on page 42) 





A new book, published in Eng- 
land, under the title, Coverdale 
and His Bible, gives most in- 
teresting information of the 
great sixteenth century transla- 
tor, and brings a wry smile as 
we consider the fights in his 
day over new translations in 
comparison with those of our 
day over the RSV. “What a 
devil pase thee to meddle with the Scriptures?” asked Gardener of 
Marbeck, and there were many others who wished to nail down a 
single translation as the final one, long before the King James Ver- 
sion appeared. I, personally, would be willing to end the whole con- 
troversy on versions and translations with Coverdale’s own words. 
It was almost four hndred years ago that he said, “If thou open thine 
eyes and consider well the gift of the Holy Ghost therein, thou shalt 
see that one translation declareth, openeth and illustrateth another, 
and that in many places one is a plain commentary unto another.” 
D.G.B. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 








The future of the Korean church at stake 


Is the keeping of atomic secrets justifiable? 


Restrictions on Christianity in China being tightened 


PRAY FOR KOREA : 
I have recently been permitted to see 


a personal letter, written by a mission- 
ary to Korea, of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church, and addressed to a close 
friend in the United States. Some para- 
graphs are very revealing: “The Koreans 
are living hard these days. The schools 
and churches and dormitories have no 
heat whatever. I teach regularly in our 
Bible school and I just keep putting on 
more layers of clothing as the tempera- 
ture goes down, until sometimes I can 
scarcely bend. Three hours of teaching, 
and sitting through chapel every day 
sends me home stiff with cold, but I have 
a warm room to come to and three good 
hot meals of nourishing food a day. 
These young people we are teaching 
don’t have more layers to keep putting 
on and they go back to unheated dormi- 
tories and most of them eat only two 
scant meals a day. I don’t see how they 
stand it. But our schools of all kinds 
are crowded all the time. I don’t get to 
itinerate except in vacation. They all 
have a long winter vacation because of 
the cold. 

“Our precious Korean Church that has 
made such a fine witness through the 
years is now being torn asunder by 
modernism. It has come in through mis- 
sionaries and American-trained Korean 
preachers—none of these are from our 
Southern Church, I am thankful to say. 
During the period of from about 1936 
down to the present time, many young 
men have been graduated from little 
private seminaries, and Japanese semin- 
aries, where they were accepted without 
the proper academic training to start 
with and during the war some of them 
were graduated in two years and even 
one or one and a half years. The 
churches accepted them and ordained 
them and they have no background and 
were trained in all sorts of ‘ologies’ and 
very little Bible. Most of them have 
been victims of modernistic teaching. 
The General Assembly refused to ordain 
graduates of one of the large seminaries 
in Seoul because of modernistic teachers 
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in it and presbyteries have split and 
churches have split all over the country. 
It has been a heartbreaking experience, 
but I believe the Korean church has 
done better than the American church 
has by bringing the issue out into the 
open and taking a stand on it. It seems 
to me our American church has been in- 
different to it and let the two grow 
together so long that our young people 
have such a watered-down form of re- 
ligion that many of them hardly know 
what it is all about. This is a very live 
question today in Korea. These are a 
brave people and the things they 
suffered at the hands of the Communists 
have made their Christianity such a vital 
thing to them that they will not stand 
for its being weakened by the doubts of 
modern interpreters. It is a very im- 
portant time in the history of this 
church. Young people, high school and 
college boys and girls, are swarming into 
the churches. It depends largely on what 
they are taught as to what the future of 
this church will be.” This intimate pic- 
ture, a letter intended as a communica- 
tion between bosom friends, is most 
enlightening for all the Church to see, 
that we may know how to pray. 
CHRISTIAN MORALITY AND ATOMIC SECRETS 
The Archbishop of York has declared 
that the western democracies should not 
give their atomic secrets to Russia. In 
a British broadcast the noted prelate 
said that knowledge should be shared 


unselfishly with others, but Christian 


theologians have also recognized there 
must sometimes be reserve in imparting 
truth, for there are many still incapable 
of receiving it. “Truth must be imparted 
according to the measure in which men 
are capable of receiving it and using it 
rightly. The Christian moralist therefore 
holds that discoveries and inventions can 
be justifiably kept secret from those who 
might use them for evil purposes.” 
The Archbishop is quite right. There 
are individuals in the world today who 
would commit murder if they 
the knowledge which would enable them 
to do it undetected, and since Commun- 


ism is gangsterism evolved to its high- 
est degree, the rest of the nations must 
keep from these gangsters anything that 
would give them any more power. 
REPORT FROM SOVIET CHINA 

The London Christian reports the 
following from Soviet China. “Churches 
are crowded in Shanghai for special 
meetings, and students are making a 
good stand for Christ. Some churches are 
being reopened. Institutes of higher 
learning are being taught to run on very 
limited budgets, according to a news 
dispatch from Peking. In mid-September 
the responsible persons of various in- 
stitutions were called together and their 
budgets examined with a fine tooth 
comb. Printing of forms which could 
have been mimeographed, purchases of 
foreign supplies when there is a native 
product available, and such extrava- 
gances were severely criticized. It is also 
stated that the Kwang Hsueh Publish- 
ing House has entirely given up the 
publication of Christian books, and 
plans to unite with other medical pub- 
lishers. Two groups are working on a 
translation of the Bible, and also some 
individuals. The Roman Catholics have 
put out a tentative translation of the 
Gospels from the Greek, with notes at 
the end of each chapter, on the meaning 
of words, and how it differs from the 
Latin. A group of students in a medical 
college spent their holidays learning 
Greek so that they could read the New 
Testament. They are bringing out a 
mimeographed edition of the Chinese 
Greek grammar prepared by Dr. Leigh- 
ton Stuart, at least 200 copies, and 300 
if they can get money enough. They are 
also preparing to print Bagster’s Analy- 
tical Greek Lexicon. Dr. J. L. Stuart’s 
Greek-English-Chinese Dictionary is still 
in circulation.” 
DEMOLITION OF CHURCHES 

The British Weekly reports that Chi- 
nese Communists, according to word 
received in Hong Kong, have started 
demolishing all Christian churches in 
Kwangtung Province. A Communist 
statement declared that churches were 
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being pulled down “brick by brick” and 
that they were providing memorial tab- 
lets “for our heroes of the Korean war.” 
This statement also said that the work 
began late last year and that three 
churches had been destroyed, their mem- 
bers being imprisoned. Other reports 
stated that provincial authorities at Can- 
ton had received orders from Peiping to 
the effect that Christians, Buddhists and 
Taoists residing in Kwantung Province 
were to be registered as such. It added 
that after April Ist all religious people 
were to be classified as “special resi- 
dents.” 
SENSITIVE INDIA 

The Indian Government has refused 
to renew the visas of two Roman Catho- 
lic priests, Italians, missionaries in India, 
because of articles they wrote, published 
in a diocesan bulletin in Detroit, against 
Indian claims to Portuguese territory in 
India. This incident shows two dangers: 
that of any non-Indians making any 
statements whatsoever about political 
affairs in India, and that of the publish- 
ing in any type of publication of news 
that hurts the sensitivities of this young 

tion. 
CHRISTIAN REPRESENTATION IN THE SUDAN 

The Sudan, that great plain that lies 
athwart the Nile, south of Egypt, has 
come into a semi-independence, and its 
first parliament has been elected. Twelve 
Christians have been elected to seats 
in the lower house, which numbers 
ninety-six members; six Christians have 
been elected to seats in the senate which 
has thirty members. This is a remarkable 
percentage in view of the fanatical 
Moslem cast of the general population. 
THEOLOGICAL TRAINING IN WEST GERMANY 

Protestant theological students in West 
Germany are expected to spend at least 
a year at manual labor before entering 
the seminaries. This led the noted min- 
ister, Dr. Dibelius, to say recently, “Pres- 
ently all our ministers will have spent 
some time in factories, and all our 
bishops in prisons.” 
HEBREW OLD TESTAMENT TEXT 

A new text of the Hebrew Old Testa- 
ment, printed by the Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem, was sold out to the extent 
of 10,000 copies within a few days of 
publication. Jewish scholars consider the 
new text to be the purest ever estab- 
lished of the Old Testament. 
CHURCH POOLS 

The Roman Catholic Church in Eng- 
land has entered into competition with 
the (legalized) numbers racket, and has 
begun what are known as “church pools” 
in which people may place bets as the 
racketeers collect them in America. This 
has caused the Bishop of Bath and Wells, 
of the Church of England, to speak out 
against it in the strongest terms. The 
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London Times quotes him as saying 
that these “promoters” appear prepared 
to extend their activities to anyone who 
would buy tickets, and this “morally 
disreputable racket” was made to ap- 
pear respectable by association with a 
church. “A number of the clergy are 
seriously concerned at the extent to 
which members of the Church of Eng- 
land are allowing themselves to be 
seduced in this way. I share that concern 
and wish to say as emphatically as I can 
that I regard the support of these so- 
called church pools as completely in- 
compatible” with Christianity. The 
Church of England has a commission to 
study gambling, and they report that in 
1953 there was an increase of about 
$70,000,000 in the turnover of all forms 
of gambling, bringing the total to ap- 
proximately one billion six hundred 
million dollars. This is divided into 
$1,120,000,000 on horse racing, $350,- 
000,000 on dog racing, $196,000,000 on 
football pools (roughly equivalent to 
numbers rackets) and $20,000,000 on 
fun fairs (side-shows). The problem is 
now so serious in England that parlia- 
mentary intervention is being suggested 
in some cases by the secular press. 
TURKISH DEMOCRATIC ACTION 

The growth of democracy in Turkey 
is illustrated by a new government deci- 
sion to restore the title of non-Moslem 
properties to the Christian bodies who 
formerly possessed them. The legal title 
of the Greek Orthodox churches and 
monasteries, schools, etc., throughout 
Turkey are to be restored to them after 
having been in state custody for nearly 
thirty years. 
THE STRUGGLE INTENSIFIED 

A leading article in the Czechoslovak 
Politburo official publication Rude 


Pravo states that party propaganda 
“must do its utmost consistently to ex- 
pose and destroy expressions of hostile’ 
ideologies . . . The most dangerous in 
our country are bourgeois nationalism, 
social democratism, Masarykism and 
religion . . .” The Politburo moreover 
calls for “an intensified struggle against 
religious superstition and prejudice. 
Above all, party members who have still 
failed to rid themselves of religious 
prejudice must be given aid to overcome 
their blunder. Party propaganda must 
clearly explain the problems of the sci- 
entific view of life and must expose the 
harraful effect of religion.” 
THE BIBLE IN THE ARGENTINE 

The United Bible Society of Argen- 
tina is building an eight story head- 
quarters building in Buenos Aires for 
the work of Bible distribution in Latin 
America. The Society, as its name in- 
dicates, is a union of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and the American ~ 
Bible Society. During 1953 more than 
1,000,000 copies of the Scriptures were 
circulated in the Argentine alone. 
IRISH CHURCH MISSIONS 

The British Weekly reports that thou- 
sands of Roman Catholics were baptized 
into the Protestant faith in Ireland dur- 
ing the past year, 1953. Included in this 
number were five priests. The Protestant 
organization known as Irish Church Mis- 
sions is doing a splendid work of evan- 
gelizing throughout all of Ireland, both 
in the republic and in Ulster. 
JORDAN VALLEY DEVELOPMENT 

One hundred and fifty leaders of 
Jewry in the western world, representing 
the general council of the Zionist move- 
ment, met in Jerusalem early this year. 
A resolution was adopted broadening 
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The misuse of the word “alibi” always annoyed 
the late verbal precisionist, Alexander Woolcott. 
“ ‘Alibi,’ he wrote, “is the Latin word for 
‘elsewhere,’ and it was the lawyer chaps who 
first appropriated it for our convenience. If you 
can prove that when your Aunt Matilda’s throat 
was being slit in Kenosha you yourself—though 
naturally under suspicion—were engrossed at 
the same time in a game of six-pack bezique in 
Omaha, you will thereby establish an alibi. But 
all the color is washed out of the word by 
those who use it for any form of self-exculpa- 
tion from a cold in one’s head to an unfaithful 
alarm clock. In America this injurious practice 
has become so common that to rush to the 
defense of the battered old word is probably 


enlistment in a lost cause.” But it remained for a boy in Harlem to explain it very simply: “An 


alibi,” he said, “is when you prove you wuz at a prayer meeting 
you wuzn‘t in somebody’s cash register where you wuz.’ 


where you wuzn’‘t to show that 
* Only in human justice can alibis and 


excuses prevail. The early chapters of Romans show that God’s justice will be — to truth, 
and that every mouth will be stopped, and all the world brought guilty before God 


Salvation takes place first in the heart of God 15 














JUNGLE DOCTOR LOOKS FOR TROUBLE* 


The tates 
Heath 


By Paul White 


A story based on the jungle doctor's experience 





as a medical missionary in Tanganyika, East Africa 


SYNOPSIS 


Simba, an African Christian, lies critically wounded in the 
missionary hospital after his rescue from the hostile village of 
Chief M’bovu. Hezeroni, the postman, brings news.of subsequent 
events in the village where a girl said to be bewitched by Simba 
has died. Violence threatens to flare up against the missionaries. 


“Bwana, I feel better today.” 
That I felt was strange, in view of the fact that 
Kefa had whispered in my ear that his temperature was 104. 

“Hongo,” I remarked, “can you breathe better?” 

“Heh, I can breathe well.” 

“Have you any pain in the chest?” 

“There is small pain, Bwana, but small pain only, and 
my heart ceases to flap like a small boy beating on a drum. 
Nor, Bwana, does my stomach now say uncomfortable things. 
Nor does my interior rattle like a thunderstorm, nor yet 
bleat like a lonely goat.” 

“Kah,” I said, “what a man of words you are; stomach 
bleating like a lonely goat! Come on; lean forward. I’m 
going to listen to your chest with chihulicizizo, the stetho- 
scope.” 

I tapped the chest with my finger, starting low down and 
working up rib space by rib space. 

“Kah,” said Simba, “now I understand, Bwana.” 

I put my stethoscope into my ears. “Now, Simba, say 
n’gombe.” 

He did what he was told for two minutes while I listened 
carefully to spot after spot over his broad chest. 

As I took the stethoscope from my ears: 

“Heh, Bwana, why do you do that? Why say the word 


K “a said Simba, yawning as he sat up in bed. 


* This is the third installment of an exciting African adventure story. 
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n’gombe—a cow? Bwana, they would think this is a spell, 
the people who live in the village of M’bovu.” 

“Heh,” 1 said, “it is merely a word that echoes through 
your chest, like a man’s voice in a big hollow tree. In my 
country we say ninety-nine, but here you have no English 
words, so I chose n’gombe as a good word. It reverberates.” 

But all the time I was speaking to him I had an uncom- 
fortable feeling inside me that something was wrong. His 
temperature should not be where it was and yet there was 
nothing to show. For four days this went on, the tempera- 
ture going up and coming down. His chart looked like the 
teeth of a cross-cut saw, and then one morning as I made 
my usual examination I found underneath his knee a hard 
swelling. In a person with white skin it might have been 
visible before as a mark on the leg, but it was thoroughly 
camouflaged with intensely black skin, and I knew that 
there was a clot in one of the veins in his leg. 

“Heh, Simba, there is trouble here. You must lie in bed 
very quietly. Would that. I had much of the medicine, 
penicillin, to give to you, but we have so little in the hospi- 
tal. Since: we can get good results by keeping the leg very 
quiet, all should be well.” 

“Hongo,” said Simba, “this is but a small thing, Bwana, 
a little swelling under the knee.” 

“Truly, but one small live coal from the fire can easily 
mean a large grass fire.” 

Simba nodded. 

“We must keep that leg very quiet, for if that clot were to 
move there would be great danger. Keep it very quiet 
where it is and there is no danger. Huh, is it not like 
temptation? Keep it quiet; keep it away from your life, there 
is no danger, but once let it move into you, and, yah, then 
there is sin. I was reading the words of Solomon. Did he 
not say that he who sows iniquity shall reap calamity?” 
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“Heh, Bwana, the seed of the trouble under by knee, if 
it spreads can produce calamity?” 
“Heeh, therefore, my friend, keep very quiet.” 
* * * * * * 


HE postman dumped his bag of mail on my doorstep. 
[vee Bwana,” he said, “there are many words on 

much paper within, and yoh, it was a work of much 
sweat to walk over the hills today.” 

“Hongo, did you not stop at the village of M’bovu to 
hear any new words?” 

“Well, Bwana,” Hezeroni smiled, “I did stop there for a 
little while, and kumbe, I heard great news. Behold, they 
say that N’goma, the: witch-doctor, has cooked strong medi- 
cine to produce great danger and perhaps death to Simba.” 

“Kah,” I smiled to myself when I heard these words. 
“Kah, it wasn’t his medicine. It was his messenger that 
produced the trouble. He came up here, and caused anger in 
Simba’s heart when he saw him putting medicine into 
Perisi’s water gourd. Yoh, but Simba leapt out of bed, 
forgetting his arrow stab, his leg, everything. The instinct 
of the hunter in him was strong, and kah, great damage 
came because of trouble within his leg. He lies there even 
now very close to death, although today there is a better 
chance of his living because he survived through the night.” 

“Hongo,” said Hezeroni. “Yah, these are ill tidings.” 

He shook his head while I undid the mail-bag, and then: 

“Bwana, I have heard the words also there of your instru- 
ment whose mouth opens and shuts like the crocodile. This 
was spoken of with many words and much laughter. 
Muganga says it is a thing of small wisdom and of no use at 
all, but the man who saw it used to pull the thorn from my 
foot, ehe, he spoke words of strength. He .. .” 

Daudi was at the door. 

“Bwana, Simba’s temperature is 101. He has been drink- 
ing much fluid. He says the pain is less, but he would have 
words with you. Also, Bwana, Perisi has not slept. She 
walks around like one in a dream. She sits before the food 
at meal-times, but does not eat.” 

Hezeroni interrupted. “Oh, Bwana, there is one more 
piece of news. The child of M’bovu whom Simba taught 
to play mpira—football—met me on the path beyond the 
place of majifu, the salt bush, and he asked me the words 
of the health of Simba. ‘Because,’ said he, ‘is he not my 
friend?’ ” 

“Hongo,” said Daudi, “you’d better come and see Simba 
at once. I still have great fear, and sleep would perhaps 
come to Perisi if her fears too, could be quieted.” 

Gently but very thoroughly I examined Simba. There 
was no doubt about it, he was very greatly improved. 

It gave me tremendous relief some half an hour later 
to sit beside that African girl in the shade and say, “Perisi, 
the danger for the moment, anyhow, has decreased. Simba 
is very, very sick but he is no longer before those gates of 
death.” 

She nodded her head, finding words too hard to say, 
then: “Bwana, this has been a day of great sadness. My 
heart has been full of fear and my prayer has only been, 
‘Oh, Bwana Yesu, Oh Bwana Yesu—Oh Lord Jesus, Oh 
Lord Jesus.’ ” 

“Perisi, He heard, He understood and He’s answering. 
Remember, He said that we will not be tempted (that 
means tested) any more than we are able to bear. He gives 
us these trials so that we can be useful to Him in a bigger 
way in His great plan. It’s very hard for us to understand 
anything about it, but one day we will, mark my words. 
Sit quietly here. Behold I will go and have words with 
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Simba, then we will drink tea and you shall sleep.” 
wana, may I not come and have words with him, too?” - 

“Just a minute and I'll see.” 

Simba seemed to be asleep. His eyes opened as I felt his 
pulse. I motioned to Perisi to come in through the door. We 
sat beside the bed. 

“Hongo,” said Simba, “Bwana, I thought I had gone on 


- the road. called ‘death.’ Kumbe, I jumped from my bed 


when I saw that evil man. Heh, I thought, would he do 
damage to Perisi? And then, yah, the pain! It was as though 
I had been hit with a red-hot axe, Bwana, but now it only 
hurts me a little to breathe.” 

“Lie quiet, then, great one. Remember, sleep is your 
best friend.” 

A look passed between husband and wife which brought a 
quiet smile to each face. 

“Bwana,” said Perisi, “shall we not talk to God together?” 

We knelt and I thanked God for His help and asked, 
if it were convenient, that at a later time we might know 
just the reason why all that had happened. 

A week later Simba sat in bed, his inflamed leg done 
up in plaster of Paris, propped up on two pillows which 
were nothing but unbleached calico stuffed with grass. 

“Heh, Bwana,” said a voice at the door, “I have words 
to tell you.” 

“Kah,” said Daudi, “this is Hezeroni, the postman. He 
has ears as long as those of ndogowe—the donkey.” 

“Heh, Bwana,” said Hezeroni in high glee. “Bwana, I 
have heard that M’bovu himself has a great sickness. This is 
a matter of rejoicing, is it not?” 

“Heh,” I said, “you would rejoice at his sickness? Kumbe, 
I will go and see if I can help.” 

Hezeroni was immediately all concern. “Bwana, don’t go. 
Don’t go near that village. Don’t go near the place. Ng’oma 
is making a very strong spell and if you go there, Bwana, 
heh, there will be trouble—tabu sana—terrible trouble.” 

“Trouble or no trouble, I’m going over. The.only way 
to help is to go God’s way. He says, ‘Love your enemies.’ 
Also, ‘If a man compels you to go one mile, go with him 
two.’ ” 

“What does that mean, Bwana?” 

“It was the custom of the rulers in Jesus’ day to grab 
a man and make him carry loads. This was a law of the land, 
but he only had to go one mile. Jesus said therefore to do 
the hard thing, if it’s going to help a man to come out of 
darkness into light.” 

“Hongo,” said Simba, nodding slowly. “I understand, but 
Bwana, I fear that before you lies a strange safari. In it I 
seem to see snakes again.” He shuddered. 

“Hongo,” laughed Daudi, “it sounds as though there was 
medicine put into Simba’s water, Bwana.” 

Simba played gently on his ilimba. 

“Bwana, beware of this safari. I fear tabu sana—great 
trouble.” 

* * * * * * 

“Now, Simba, don’t you move around. Let this plaster on 
your leg be as it were a bone outside your skin. Keep that 
leg from moving. Do not forget the words of King Solo- 
mon when he said, ‘A live dog is better than a dead lion.’” 

“Heh, Bwana,” said Simba, “you think of those words 
also, before you go on that safari to the village of M’bovu. 
If you are still determined to go this way of small wisdom, 
then walk along the path of ikolongo—the river—keeping 
your head well down, passing through the place of thorn- 
bush pass through the hill, ilulu, where I killed a leopard 


(Continued on page 42) 
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Teacher Accused of Slapping Pupil 
for Distributing Tracts in High School 


Protestant students at the high school 
at Armagh, Pa., have been forbidden to 
witness for Christ, distribute tracts to 
their schoolmates, and read their Bibles 
in the study hall, by the principal and 
teachers, according to a petition seeking 
a restraining injunction filed in the 
Indiana County Court of Common 
Pleas recently. 

The request for the injunction is 
made specifically in the interests of two 
teen-agers, Arthur McClintock and Dar- 
lene Houser, who attend a nearby evan- 
gelical church. 

Arthur states that Mary Ricupero, a 
teacher, took a gospel tract from him 
and slapped him in the face. When 
Arthur went to Woodrow Phillippi, the 
principal, to complain against this treat- 
ment, he said Phillippi reprimanded 
him about his religion. 

Robert W. Davis, the supervising 
principal of the school, denied Arthur 
the right to read his Bible on the school 
premises, except in the principal’s office. 

Forest Hill, a teacher, halted a dis- 
cussion Arthur was having with other 
children on the ground that they were 
talking about religious subjects. 

Mary McMullen, another teacher, told 
Darlene that she could not have reli- 
gious tracts in the school. 

On other occasions the Protestant 
youngsters were told that they could not 
read their Bibles in the school library 
or study hall even though their lessons 
were completed and they had free time. 

Most of the teachers engaging in the 
opposition to the evangelical witness of 
the students were reported to be mem- 
bers of the Roman Catholic Church, ac- 
cording to Armagh Christian leaders. 

1 counsel in the case is William 
P. Thorn, Philadelphia lawyer and ac- 
tive Christian layman. 


Graham Widens Crusade 

Billy Graham has announced he will 
carry his evangelistic crusade in London 
to as many theaters and halls as possible 
in London and neighboring cities. 

The American evangelist, who has 
been filling Harringay Arena here 
nightly, now plans a two-way broadcast 
of his revival meetings over post office 
transmission lines. 

Arrangements have already been made 
tor linking up a motion picture theater 
in South East London with Harringay 
Arena. 
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Members of Graham’s team will start 
the meetings off, and then the evange- 
list’s entire sermon will be broadcast 
over loud-speakers. Meanwhile, the 
crowds in the Harringway Arena will be 
able to hear the hymn singing of the 
local theater audiences. 

Graham is encouraging local commit- 
tees to hire halls and theaters in other 
parts of the country so that his nightly 
audiences will be as large as possible. 

In 21 major meetings since his “dedi- 
cation message” February 27, Graham 
has addressed more than 207,000 persons 
in Harringay Arena alone. Saturday 
crowds were so large that recently the 
evangelist has held three meetings on 
that day, filling the 11,000 capacity arena 
each time. 

However, the strain of holding three 
meetings each Saturday proved too heavy 
for the evangelist and, in the future, 


there will be one meeting in the after- 
noon and one in the evening on Satur- 
days. 

Since his crusade to “return Britain 
to the church” started, Graham said 
4,659 persons had responded to his ap- 
peal issued at each meeting to make 
“decisions for Christ.” 

One feature of the campaign during 
the first month was a children’s rally in 
the grounds of the Harringay stadium. 
More than 40,000 youngsters were 
brought to the stadium in a fleet of 800 
busses. A highlight of the rally was a 
performance by actor Roy Rogers and 
his horse Trigger. 


Tempest in North Carolina 


Southern Baptist denominational 
leaders trying to force the resignation 
of three Baptist Student Union officers 
at two North Carolina universities have 
discovered they have a hot potato in 
their hands. 

Baptist students gathered in mass 
meetings at both Duke University and 
the University of North Carolina to ex- 
press their support of the three student 
officers under fire for incidents arising 





Eternity’s Holy Land Tour 


ne to the “In His Footsteps Tour” to the Holy Land 

which is being offered to readers of ETERNITY have been 
most gratifying but the time for enrolling for this once-in-a-life- 
time experience is drawing near the closing date for application. 


Leading the tour will be the Rev. and Mrs. Coulson Shep- 





herd, of the widely-heard radio program, Message to Israel. 
Thoroughly acquainted with the Scriptures and Holy Land 
geography, they have spent much time in the hallowed spots 
to be visited by the members of the tour. 


The tour party will sail from New York June 15 on the 
M. V. Vulcania and is scheduled to arrive at Naples June 28. 
The party moves to historic Rome, then leaves by plane for 
Egypt where a visit will be made to Cairo, the Sphinx and the 
Pyramids. Then the party leaves for four days in the Holy Land, 
visiting Old Jerusalem with its many sacred landmarks, such as 
Pilate’s Judgment Hall, the Holy Sepulchre and Calvary. Subse- 
quent days are spent visiting other places in ancient Palestine, 
many very familiar to Bible lovers. 


Inquiries should be directed to “In His Footsteps Tour” 


ETERNITY, 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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from the Baptist Student Union’s with- 
drawal of an invitation for Dr. Nels F. S. 
Ferre, noted liberal theologian, to speak 
at the BSU’s convention last November 
at Winston-Salem, N. C. 

The North Carolina Baptist State 
Convention appointed a committee to 
investigate the action of the BSU. After 
studying the matter the committee, 
headed by the Rev. W. Perry Crouch of 
Asheville, concluded that it might be 
advisable for the three students to re- 
sign. Later Crouch stated that his group 
was recommending dismissal of the three 
officers. 

The men under fire. are the Rev. 
James Ray of Raleigh, the Rev. J. C. 
Herrin of Chapel Hill and the Rev. 
Max Wicker of Durham. 

Meanwhile, Baptist ministers and lay- 
men of the area have expressed the fear 
that the BSU controversy threatened 
a “devastating division” in the denom- 
ination. ; i 

In reporting another incident involv- 
ing Theologian Ferre (See News Section, 
ETERNITY, A pril, 1954), this magazine re- 
printed quotations from his books as 
published in a Columbus (Ohio) news- 
paper without checking original source 
material. Further research reveals that 
Ferre was quoted out of context and this 
somewhat distorted his position. No ev- 
angelical could draw an inference from 
Ferre’s writings, however, that he holds 
a Biblical view. 

Race for Minds and Souls 

The African Challenge, bouncing 
baby of mission publications, is growing 
so rapidly it poses a huge problem for 
its parents, the Sudan Interior Mission. 
The Christian newspaper, slanted at 
African nationals, already has hit a 
circulation of 65,000. 

And the demand is even greater be- 
cause of the growing number of literate 
Africans who evidence a growing hunger 
for material to read. Plans have been 
made to process the publication on a 
high-speed photogravure press in Eng- 
land after the type has been set in 
Lagos, Nigeria. The finished periodicals 
will then be shipped to the port of Pagos 
for distribution on the date of issue. 

The race to distribute the magazine 
is spurred by the efforts of the Commun- 
ists who are flooding the African cities 
with magazines and papers from Czecho- 
slovakia, China and Russia. Beautifully 
printed and illustrated in as many as 
four colors, they appeal to the eye and 
plant seeds in the mind. 

Editor Harold Fuller and Allan 
Moore, SIM printer, expect to issue the 
Challenge in the major languages of 
Africa. 

Religious Apathy in Spain 

Spain, held tightly in the grip of the 
Roman Catholic Church, is not convinc- 
ing its own people of the relevance of 
the state religion. 

In a surprisingly frank statement in 
Ecclesia, official organ of Spanish Catho- 
lic Action, it is revealed that an “over- 
whelming majority” of Spanish workers 
are not practicing Roman Catholics. 

A survey was carried out by priests 


who serve as spiritual advisors to the. 
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Newly-literate Africans are feverishly reading everything they can get their hands on these 


days. The effort to satisfy this need has developed into a race between Communist agents and 


Christian missionaries to provide reading matter. 


official National Trade Union, which 
represents millions of Spanish workers. 
A report was written by Father Villalo- 
bas, O.F.M. 

Besides finding widespread religious 
apathy and ignorance among working 
men, Ecclesia declared that workers: 

Believed the Church favored 
moneyed classes. 

Preferred to have priests keep out of 
politics. 

Preferred that Church and State re- 
main independent of each other. 

Among reasons given by the inquiring 
priests for the workers’ attitudes were 
poverty and the presence of a “Marxist 
virus.” 

On Protestantism in Spain, the maga- 
zine stated that it was “not a serious 
problem except in Madrid, Galicia, 
Catalonia and Levante.” 

Conditions among Spanish workers 


the 


have bécome of increasing concern to 
the bishops. 

“In general,” the survey concluded, 
“the overwhelming majority of workers, 
contrary to what it was wy tor has. not 
developed a greater feeling for Christian 
life. Our workers show great religious 
ignorance and few of them display an 
interest in it because they keep away 
from the Church.” 


eee 
NAM Official to Tour East 


The Rev. Harold W. Fife of London, 
chairman of the International Council of 
the North Africa Mission, was scheduled 
to arrive in New York on May 29 to 
conduct a month’s speaking tour in the 
eastern section of the U. S. His schedule 
of engagements is being prepared by the 
U. S. headquarters of the mission in 
Philadelphia. 
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Revolution in Gaynor 


The little town of Gaynor, Missouri, 
has been transformed. It started when 
all 26 pupils in the Gaynor school signed 
up for the Rural Bible Crusade’s Scrip- 
ture Memory Program. 

The entire community heard the 
youngsters quoting Scripture verses over 
and over again in the house, the barn 
and the country store. But the pupils 
were not satisfied with Bible quoting. 

They prevailed upon a nineteen-year- 
old ministerial student to help reopen 
the town church which had been closed 
for 25 years. Services were a surprising 
success. Then five of the students went 
to the Missouri Crusade Camp, offered 
free to those who memorize 500 Bible 
verses. 

When they returned from camp, a 
veritable revival broke out in the com- 


munity. Special meetings were held in 
the ch and 35 made decisions for 
Christ. 


Today church attendance averages 
more than 40 each Sunday and the 
young people conduct their own meeting 
on Monday nights with an average of 
20 in attendance. 

Gaynor is a different place. 


Protests Tax on Medals 


Sunday school pins worn by Protes- 
tants are subject to a 20 per cent excise 
tax while similar pins and medals used 
by Roman Catholics are tax free, accord- 
ing to the present ruling of the U. S. 
Internal Revenue Department. 

To test what is described as a grossly 
discriminatory interpretation of the In- 
ternal Revehue Code, Carroll E. Whitte- 
more, head of Whittemore Associates, 
Boston church supply house, has peti- 
tioned for a change in the practice. 

Specifically Whittemore is requesting 
a ruling on the Department's present 
taxing of Cross and Crown pins which 
have been used by Protestant Sunday 
school scholars for many years. 

New England Protestant clergymen 
have backed Whittemore in his battle 
and have issued statements supporting 
him. 


Seck Ban on Sunday Desecration 


A nationwide campaign to combat the 
“desecration” of Sunday was launched 
here by the Lord’s Day Alliance of the 
U. S. 

The Rev. Melvin M. Forney, general 
secretary, said the drive will be known 
as the “Twentieth Century Crusade for 
the Lord’s Day.” 

A major campaign aim, Mr. Forney 
said, will be to seek legislation prohibit- 
ing the sale of alcoholic beverages on 
Sunday in every state, and eventually 
the passage of an amendment to the 
U. S. Constitution to this effect. 

Other campaign aims, he said, in- 
clude the creation of Christian citizen 
units throughout the country; formation 
of groups to resist business and commer- 
cialized sports on Sunday; and encour- 
agement of national advertisers to 
refrain from interfering with church 
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Pictured here are the Cross and Crown pins, used by major Protestant denominations as Sunday 
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school awards. At present the pins are subject to federal excise tax while similar items used 


by Roman Catholics are tax free. 


activities on Sunday by featuring radio 
and TV programs at times when wor- 
ship services normally are held. 


Radio Wins Red Engineer 

Eighteen months ago a radio engineer 
in Soviet Russia rigged up a short-wave 
receiver in his own room. It was his 
hobby to tune in to various countries 
in turn, and one day he discovered the 
signal coming from HCJB at Quito in 
Ecuador, the Voice of the Andes station. 

Providentially the program was in 
Russian, and this man had never before 
heard the gospel in his. own language. 
He was amazed at what he heard, and 
later stated “For the first time in my 
life I heard the Word of God preached 
and the way of salvation through the 
Lord Jesus Christ explained. I was so 
interested that I wrote right away to 
HCJB and asked them to send me a 
Bible. I received the Bible in the Rus- 
sian language and started to read it.” 

As a direct result of this Russian 
broadcast from the Andes, the engineer 
gave his heart to the Lord. 

Some time later while visiting the city 
of Augsburg in Germany, Rev. Peter 
Deyneka of the Slavic Gospel Associa- 
tion found this man while he was minis- 


tering among refugees. The Russian in- 


vited Mr. Deyneka and his daughter to 
join him one morning at 6:30 in listen- 
ing to the Russian program from HCJB. 
After that broadcast Mr. Deyneka was 
able to explain more fully the way of 
salvation to the engineer’s wife and she, 
too, accepted Christ. 


No Vatican Envoy 


Secretary of State John Foster Dulles 
said in Washington there were no plans 
to resume relations between the United 
States and the Vatican. 

Dulles made the statement in answer 
to a question put to him at his weekly 
press conference. 

He was asked: “Mr. Secretary, will you 
give us the Administration’s position on 
relations with the Vatican? Are there 


any plans for setting up either direct or 
personal relations with the Holy See? 
Do you see values in such an associa- 
tion?” 

Dulles replied: “I know of no plans to 
alter the present situation.” 

In February, it was disclosed that Un- 
der Secretary of State Walter Bedell 
Smith, a Roman Catholic, had declared 
that he “personally” favored the re-es- 
tablishment of “some kind of formal 
relations” with the Holy See. He called 
such a relationship “advantageous.” 

General Smith stated his position in 
testimony before the House Appropria- 
tions Committee. 

Presidents Roosevelt and Truman 
maintained a personal envoy to Pope 
Pius XII. The relationship ended when 
the envoy, Myron C. Taylor; resigned in 
January 1950. 

President Truman’s nomination of 
General Mark Clark to be U. S. Ambas- 
sador to the Vatican in January 1952 
aroused so much opposition that Gen- 
eral Clark asked that his name be with- 
drawn. 


National Family Week 


National Family Week will be ob- 
served in homes and churches across the 
country May 2 through 9, according to 
the Rev. Clate A. Risley, general secre- 
tary of the. National Sunday School Asso- 
ciation. 

Pastors, Sunday school superintendents 
and church leaders are making plans to 
emphasize the place of the Christian 
home in today’s world. NSSA has pre- 
pared a folder entitled “Ways to Ob- 
serve National Family Week at Home 
and at Church.” NSSA’s general offices 
are at 542 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago. 
India Accuses Missionary 

Charges that American missionaries in 
India’s northeastern state of Assam are 
“abetting a foreign conspiracy to sepa- 
rate the Naga Hills region from India 
and retain it as an imperialist strong- 
hold” were aired in the lower house of 
the Indian Parliament at New Delhi. 
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Three members of the legislative body 
questioned Home Minister Kailas Nath 
Katju on the government’s position in 
regard to the charges which were made 
March 10 by Assam’s Chief Minister, 
Bishnuram Medhi. 

“I am depending upon the Assam 
government to take appropriate action 
and, if any necessity arises, I shall also 
take suitable action,” Dr. Katju said. 

He said that the Assam Mission is 
sponsored by the American Baptist Con- 
vention. 

One legislator asked if it were true 
that the headmaster of a mission school 
at Kohima, Assam, had ordered his stu- 
dents to shun participation in celebra- 
tions of India’s Republic Day last Janu- 
ary 26. 

“I have heard of that but have no 
precise knowledge of it,” Dr. Katju said. 

The American Baptist Foreign Mis- 
sion Society began work in Assam in 
1836 and opened its station at Kohima 
in 1879. 

In New York, Dr. Jesse Wilson, home 
secretary of the Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society, said that “our men all have 
gone to India with the full understand- 
ing that they would not engage in any 
way in political discussions or activities 
and agreed to live and work there under 
that condition and we have every con- 
fidence that they have in no way vio- 
lated the letter or spirit of their prom- 
ise.” 

He added that the headmaster re- 
ferred to probably was the Rev. Benk I. 
Anderson of St. Paul, Minn., who has 
headed the Kohima station since 1926 
but recently returned to the U. S. be- 
cause of the serious illness of his son. 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad, President of 
‘India, recently assured Christian mis- 
sionaries that they would have full 
freedom to preach and do social work 
among Indians. 

But he urged that these activities 
should not be motivated by a desire for 
conversions. 


Unrest in French R. C. Church 


While the Roman Catholic Church is 
developing power in the United States 
and other lands, it is losing ground in 
France. 

More than 2,000 priests have left the 
Church in France since 1945, according 
to a highly-placed evangelical leader who 
makes his headquarters in London. The 
condition of unrest among the Roman 
clerics is so great that some of the 
French papers have commented on the 
trend, including La Monde, influential 
French newspaper. 

One evidence of the unrest, according 
to the London authority, has been the 
reaction against the Vatican’s strong- 


handed insistence that the worker-priests | 


abruptly halt their mission to win the 
French working classes. Under this plan, 
previously approved by the hierarchy, 
certain priests discarded their clerical 
tobes and took jobs by the side of fac- 
tory workers for several hours each day. 
The worker-priests often joined Com- 
munist-led unions and otherwise identi- 


fied themselves with the workers. Critics - 
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Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 


cooperation and support. 


it is marvelous in our eyes. 





Letter from Billy Graham 


Just a word of greeting from London! The great Harringay 
Arena is packed every evening, and | am convinced that if 
it seated three times as many it would still be filled. | have 
never seen such a hunger for God in my entire life. | have met 
hundreds of young people here who do not know who Christ 
was or what a Bible is. There is an appalling ignorance of 
spiritual things here, but a deep-seated hunger. When the 
invitation is given, hundreds are responding every night. The 
newspapers are now giving sympathetic coverage and many 
churches that were standing on the sidelines are now giving full 


We are receiving over 2,000 letters a day here in London, 
and we have no staff to answer them. Due to this avalanche of 
mail, | am having to send my letters back to Minneapolis to be 
typed and mailed thus you will see the Minneapolis postmark. 


We are staying at a small hotel on Oxford Street that is adequate 
and comfortable. The entire team is physically well but over- 
worked. However, we are not sparing anything to reach as 
many people in London for Christ as we possibly can. We would 
appreciate your continued prayers. This is the Lord’s doing, and 


Cordially, 
BILLY GRAHAM 








objected that the priests were becoming 
conscious or unconscious tools of class 
warfare and that they had adopted many 
of the ideas and tactics of the very Com- 
munists they hoped to convert. 

Maurice Cardinal Felton, Roman 
Catholic archbishop of Paris, has ad- 
mitted that a “grave crisis” is rending 
French Catholicism as a result of the 
order to the worker-priests to disband. 
The Agence France Press has stated that 
at least half the worker-priests may re- 
fuse to submit to the order of their 
superiors even though excommunication 
is a possible punishment. 

La Monde also points out that other 
evidence of unrest is the action of a 
priest, Abbe Massin of the parish of 
Saint Severin in Paris, who in 1951 left 
the Church of Rome along with forty 
parishioners. This group, which some 
have described as evangelical, calls it- 
self the “Community of Christian 
Hope.” 

—— 
Moody Building Auditorium 

Construction has begun on a new 
auditorium for the famous Moody Bible 
Institute in Chicago. 

The new building will be erected on 
the basement, which has been used as a 
temporary auditorium since 1939. Short- 
age of building materials during and 
after World War II in addition to lack 
of funds hindered construction plans 
until now. 

Work began in February immediately 


following the most successful Founder’s 
Week conference in the Institute’s his- 
tory. It is estimated that a total of some 
85,000 attended the 1954 series of meet- 
ings honoring the 117th anniversary of 
the birth of the Institute’s founder, 
Dwight L. Moody. 

The new structure, named Torrey- 
Gray auditorium in honor of two of the 
Institute’s early leaders, will seat 2,200 
persons and will be completed in Decem- 
ber of 1954. 


Win Permit for Korean Station 


Evangelical Christian leaders in Korea 
have rallied around the proposed super- 
power missionary radio station which 
The Evangelical Alliance Mission wants 
to construct in that war-ravaged coun- 
try, according to reports from Tom Wat- 
son, Jr., TEAM representative in Seoul. 

After fourteen months of waiting in 
vain for the broadcasting license re- 

uested from the Korean Government, 

e prayers of Watson and other TEAM 
missionaries were answered when Sung- 
soo Whang, National Assemblyman and 
Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee—himself an evangelical youth 
leader—offered his assistance in helping 
get the construction permit. Efforts of 
Whang and other Koreans who are sup- 
porting the proposed five-language gos- 
pel radio ministry brought quick results 
in the form of agreement from Korea’s 
Communications Ministry that the per- 
mit will be granted as soon as certain 
technical data has been filed. 
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THE INVISIBLE WAR 


CHAPTER 7 


SATAN’S FIRST ATTACK 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


the judgment of God upon the province of the rebel 

prince, there is no evidence of any activity on the part 
of Satan. Whatever may have happened in the dark period 
while the earth was waste and desolate is mentioned no- 
where in the Bible. We can understand this, for, as we have 
already mentioned, it is outside the scope of the Biblical 
revelation to lend itself merely to the satisfaction of man’s 
curiosity. 

Suddenly, however, at the spoken Word of God, “Let 
there be light,” there came that profound change in the 
territories ruled by Satan which was the prelude to the 
subsequent work of God in re-forming the world. This move- 
ment of God after a seemingly long period of inaction was 
in preparation for the carrying out of His eternal decrees 
which included the whole plan of redemption and various 
phases of the invisible war. When the light of God shone 
upon the turning ball of earth, revealing its chaotic wastes, 
there must have been great rage of heart for Satan and 
those who had followed him, as they remembered its 
former glory and the splendors of their early habitations. 


Earth Reformed 


* As day succeeded day in the work of God, Satan must 
have watched every act with a grim and growing interest 
which was all the more resentful because he was unable to 
do anything about it. Dry land appeared out of the waste 
of waters, and the seas began to bathe a thousand shores. 
Trees and flowers and grass appeared, and the soft green of 
vegetal beauty covered the world which had so lately lain in 
shrouded horror. Sun, moon and stars were once more visi- 
ble on earth as the mists of judgment were dispelled. The 
sea began to swarm with its myriad creatures, and the air 
again knew the song of birds. Satan’s pride stimulated his 
envy, but as yet he saw nothing to excite his jealousy, for 
all these birds and animals had body and life but no spirit, 
and he knew that there was no creature here that could 
challenge the power and authority which he yet possessed 
in this domain. 

But on the sixth day, God created man in His own image. 
In the fifth chapter of Genesis, we read a summary of all 
that took place in the creation of man. “In the day that 
God created man, in the likeness of God made he him; male 
and female created he them; and blessed them, and called 
their name Adam, in the day when they were created” 
(Gen. 5:1, 2). There must have been an almost instant 
awareness in the mind of Satan that here was his rival at 
last. For man awoke to find himself a creature of noble 


iE the first proud rebellion of Lucifer against God, and 
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beauty and wisdom, and to be informed that he was to have 
dominion over the whole of the renewed earth, over all 
that he could see around him. We may be sure that Satan 
was not far.distant when the Lord God said to the newly 
created couple, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish 
of the sea. and over the fowl of the air, and over every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth” (Gen. 1:28). 


Man’s Creation 


Although we are interested here in man only insofar as he 
is a part of the invisible war, he is such an important 
weapon in that war that it is necessary to understand the 
nature of his creation. God was choosing man as the arm 
which would defeat Satan, both in bringing him to naught 
and in replacing him in the scheme of the government of 
the universe. It was to be out of man that Christ would 
come, and it would be through certain chosen members of 
the human race that God would proclaim the defeat of 
Satan (Eph. 3:10). 

It is often possible to read the thoughts of a man by his 
actions. Watch a shoplifter in a store looking around him 
every way, moving furtively, slipping an article into his 
pocket before walking away casually, and you can read the 
thoughts of the man. Watch Satan moving into the garden 
of Eden, opening his attack on Eve, and you can deduce 
his thoughts when he saw the first man and woman placed 
on this earth. The earth was Satan’s kingdom; God had set 
him in power over it (Ezek. 28:14). Moreover, Satan had 
never been dispossessed by any edict of God. Satan’s attack 
on man was a frontal attack on God Himself. The Almighty 
had placed an offensive force in the midst of the enemy- 
held territory. To proceed against this force was to proceed 
against the Power which had placed it there. However, the 
action would end, as all other satanic actions must end, with 
dust in the mouth for Satan. For the battle of the garden 
of Eden, though on the surface a victory for Satan, was in 
reality the beginning of his ultimate rout; it contained the 
seed from which would develop the most shameful phases 
of his ultimate defeat. 


Lower Than the Angels 


In order to understand these ramifications of the fall of 
man, we must recall the position in which God created man 
in relation to the scale of all other beings. We have noted 
that God did not create man after any of the models of 
angels, seraphs, cherubs or other existing orders of beings. 
God did not choose any of these beings, which, by their 
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names and by other Biblical revelations concerning them, 
are seen to possess great might, rightfully called principali- 
ties and powers. God did a new thing; He brought forth a 
creature that would be tied to earth by gravity and that 
would be beneath the lowliest angel in power and rank. One 
of the great clues to the proper understanding of the invisi- 
ble war, found in the Psalms, and brought out in sharp relief 
by the Holy Spirit in the epistle to the Hebrews, is the 
declaration, concerning the creation of man, “For Thou 
hast made him a little lower than the angels” (Psa. 8:5; 
Heb. 2:6-8). The RSV translates the passage in the Psalms, 
“Thou hast made him little less than God,” but the New 
Testament quotation of this passage, found in the second 
of Hebrews, is “Thou didst make him, for a little while, 
lower than the angels.” The Hebrew word is one that is 
often rendered “God,” but it is in usages where it must be 
translated, “the gods,” or “the angels.” ‘It is unfortunate 
that the translators did not follow the hint given by the 
Holy Spirit, that is, of course, more than a hint, even a 
positive translation that should have been accepted without 
question, and that would have been accepted if the trans- 
lators had believed in the inspiration of the words of 
Scripture. At all events, the New Testament quotation is 
sufficient to justify our teaching: in being made for a little 
while lower than the angels, he was, indeed, made lower 
than the angels. 


Angelic Observers 


There must have been many interested observers when 
God created man. All of Heaven must have known that God 
was finally on the move against the rebellion of Satan. God 
had spoken light to the darkened cinders of our immediate 
universe, and Satan suddenly had been snapped out of his 
sullen brooding. There is a passage in the Scripture which 
indicates the great interest of the angel hosts in all of the 
events which concern the earth, men and the whole plan of 
God. Peter tells us that the Old Testament writers gave 
themselves to the study of their own writings in order to 
find out the meaning of the revelations of which they had 
been the channel (1 Pet. 1:10-12). The Spirit of Christ had 
been in them for the communication of truth, but they 
were not sure of the time schedule and searched diligently 
in order to sort out the different revelations and place them 
in proper order. The passage closes with a statement, much 
stronger in Greek than in English, to the effect that the 
angels themselves were intensely occupied with this. same 
study. We can readily understand, therefore, that the whole 
of the universe of angels, unfallen and fallen, must have 
been engrossed with the action that followed what we 
might call the Ten Commandments of the re-creation, God’s 
“Let there be . . . Let there be . . .” At this divine fiat, there 
came into ordered being, light, a firmament, the waters, the 
dry land, the vegetal world, the stars of the Heavens for 
signs and for the calendar, the moving creatures of earth, 
the higher animals, and, finally, man. 


— 


——a 
Combat Renewed 


Is not the fury of Satan’s resentment reflected in his ac- 
tions? Was he not saying in his heart: “Even though I could 
not dispel darkness, bring order out of chaos, or create new 
beings to follow me, does God think that He shall replace 
me with this puny creature, man? I, who am higher than all 
the angels, the archangel, the seraphs and the cherubs, shall 
I be dispossessed by one who is lower than the angels? God 
may well say to man that he is to have dominion over the 
fish. of the sea, the fowl of the air, the cattle, and over all 
the earth, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth (Gen. 1:26), but He will have to do better than Adam 
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if He thinks He is going to oust me. I am wiser than Adam; 
and I shall now move to attack God by seducing Adam : 


away from Him, and I shall attach him'to me. Just as I got 


many of the angels to follow me in’ my rebellion, so I shall ' 


get man to leave God and give allegiance to me.” 

And so, the war, which had remained in a quiet phase 
throughout the period when the earth had been a wreck and 
a ruin, was now renewed in great intensity. God moved 
a new combatant into the field, established a beachhead and 
Satan attacked. When we remember his objective, we un- 
derstand the nature of his defeat. His was a dual purpose: 
he was moving, by the diplomacy of seductive temptation, to 
get man away from God; but more than this, he was seeking 
to get man to give his allegiance to himself. 

The third chapter of Genesis has become one of the great 
battle grounds of human thought. Satan must hate it more 
than any other page in the history of writing, with perhaps 
the one exception of the cry on the cross that announced 
the doom of Satan: “It is finished” (John 19:30). His efforts 
to destroy it and with it the memory of his defeat are 
paralleled many times in human relationships. There is a 
striking illustration in Hitler’s attempts to nullify the 
disasters of World War I. Germany, defeated in 1918, was 
forced to sign the armistice capitulation in a railroad car 
on a siding in the Forest of Compiegne. It was on the crest 
of the moyement to wipe out the memory of that defeat 
that Hitler came to power. When France fell before the 
Nazi forces twenty-two years later, instead of following his 
troops into Paris and dictating a peace at Versailles or at 
the Louvre, Hitler, remembering 1918, had his engineers 
lay railroad tracks to the military museum where the 
armistice car had been exhibited between the wars, and 
bring it back to Compiegne. It was on the exact spot where 
German might had yielded in 1918 that the French generals 
were forced to sign the capitulation of France in 1940. 
The pictures of that scene reveal a remarkable sight. The 
erratic, frustrated corporal of the first war, now master of 
Germany and France, actually danced in front of the 
armistice car as he came out. Totally unconscious of the 
clicking cameras, he slapped his thighs, grinned ecstatically, 
shook his head from side to side, and executed lively steps 
of glee. The memory of the defeat was to be eradicated by 
the surcharge of victory, superimposed at the very place 
of the humiliation. 

Because Satan has sought to eradicate every trace of his 
curse and terrible defeat from the memory of man, and be- 
cause man has been willing to aid and abet in this attempt 
since the fall is so shameful an epoch in the history of man 
himself, the third chapter of Genesis has been assaulted as 
few others in the Bible have been. We shall not make any 
attempt here to answer the arguments which have been 
brought forth against the fact of man’s sin. We are aware of 
the ridicule which has been heaped upon the incident. We 
know of the subtle attack made upon the account of the 
creation and fall of man by the theory that man did not 
come from the creative hand of God but that he is the 
product of some developmental process and is on his way 
up to greater and greater heights. We have read the find- 
ings of paleontology and biology. We have heard the sneers 
of modernism against the Biblical account, and we have 
seen the awkward attempts of some theologians to account 
for the present sin of man without admitting the historicity 
of the fall. Bruner, for example, in Der Mensch im Wieder- 
spruch, seeks to account for sin without the fall. The more 
recent work of Whale, the English theologian, follows in 
the same line. The latter, retreating from the untenable 
theory of the liberal theologian of the past, comes to the 


(Continued on page 37) 
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By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


MAY 23, 1954 
Micaiah Withstands False Prophets 
1 Kings 22:1—40 
Printed Text: 1 Kings 22:5-8; 13-18; 26-28a 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 118:1-8 


DATES AND The lesson for this week 
SETTINGS brings us to the close of 
the reign of King Ahab (874-852 B.C.), for 
it records. his death in battle. The setting 
would be both in Samaria where the ar- 
rangements for the battle were made, and 
the battlefield at Ramoth-Gilead. While 
there is some dispute as to the actual loca- 
tion of this spot, it would a r to have 
been an isolated town in Gilead, in the 
Transjordan area, near the Syrian border, 
southeast of the Yarmuk River. It may be 
the same place that is called Ramah or 
Ramoth. Situated as it was in such a pre- 
carious boundary position, it would be the 
center of repeated attempts of both border- 
nations to gain control of it. One of these 
skirmishes is the subject of our text. 


INTRODUCTION Micaiah (not to be con- 
fused with Micah), who is 
the principal person of our study, was a 
little-known prophet in the land of Israel, 
but a man who had deep convictions and 
sought to be true to the Lord’s calling even 
when it meant danger to his own life. 
Micaiah must have had a reputation of 
sorts, however, for King Ahab was familiar 
with his repeated predictions of forthcoming 
evil upon the king for his sinfulness (v. 8) 
Thus, Ahab gave expression to his own atti- 
tude toward the Lord’s messenger: “I hate 
him!” Surely, this is the attitude also of 
the world in which we live when we pro- 
claim the gospel message to them, illuminat- 
ing the darkness of their sinful hearts. 
— said: “If the world hate you, you 
ow that it hated me before you. If you 
were of the world, the world would love its 
own; but because you are not of the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you” (John 15:18, 
nae This statement, coupled with 1 John 
3:11, 12, (which tells us the reason for 
hatred) is a commentary on Ahab’s feelings 
to Micaiah. He hated him because his 
own works were evil and the prophet, by 
his very presence, was a veritable condem- 
nation of that sin. 

The events of the chapter may be out- 
lined as follows: I. The War Council (vv. 
2-5); Il. Prophetic Advice (vv. 6-28): A. 
False hets; B. Micaiah; III. The War 
(vv. 29-40); A. ea B. The King’s 
Death; C. The War’s End. 





Mr. Ehrenstein is the minister of 
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The Exposition 


With Syria and Israel liv- 
ing in such close, proxim- 
ity—only across an invisible border from 
each other—there was bound to be a certain 
amount of warfare and dispute over the 
annexing of territories, infringement of 
rights, etc. Verse 1, therefore, probably 
gives the exception rather than the rule. 
But the peace was short-lived. Ahab, King 
of Israel, had made a covenant with Ben- 
Hadad, the Syrian monarch. (1 Ki. 20:34), 
and it is quite — that one of the 
cities which the foreign king promised to 
restore may have been Ramoth-Gilead. If 
this be assumed, then we may gather that 
the restoration had not been effected at the 
time of Jehoshaphat’s visit to Israel’s capi- 
tal. Jehoshaphat was the ruler of the 
Southern Kingdom (judah), and he came 
on a friendly mission which developed into 
a — conference preparatory to a 
declaration of war on Syria. Strangely 
enough, Judah’s king submitted meekly to 
Ahab in spite of the perennial distrust and 
hatred between the two kingdoms. Yet, we 
may know something of the reason for their 
alliance when we consider that Jehosha- 
phat’s son (Jehoram) and Ahab’s daughter 
(Athaliah) were husband and wife—a very 
helpful arrangement in political matters 
(see 2 Ki. 8:18). 

It is to be observed that while Ahab was 
content to launch into battle at once, the 
southern king was a bit more reserved. 
“Let’s ask the Lord if it is His will,” he 
ventured. That was no problem for Ahab, 
for he had round about him his “yes-men,” 
prophets who would agree with anything 
the king wanted. These were, in all prob- 
maven ye cy of Baal, other than those 
who had been slain by the command of 
Elijah (see lesson for May 9). 


VERSES 1-5 


Let it be noticed, however, 
that these prophets were 
clever; they were not going to “stick out 
their necks” and be caught short with false 
predictions. Verse 6 presents their predic- 
tion which can be taken two ways: “Go up, 
for the Lord shall deliver it into the hand 
of the king.” The “it” is in italicized type, 
indicating that the original Hebrew does 
not have the word; it is supplied by the 
translators. Read the prophecy without the 
word “it”; rather ambiguous, is it not? In 
other words, it is capable of being inter- 
preted two ways: the Lord might deliver 
Ramoth-Gilead into the hand of King 
Ahab; or, the Lord might deliver Israel 
into the hands of King Ben-Hadad. The 
prophets were covered in either direction 
and could always say: “I told you so!” It 
was a case of “Heads I win; tails you lose.” 


VERSES 6-12 


Is it any wonder that Jehosaphat was 
dissatisfied (v. 7)? Reluctantly, Ahab ad- 
mitted that there was one of the Lord’s 
true prophets about, but “I hate him for 
he does not prophesy good concerning 


” 


me...” (v. 8). What a commentary on 
Ahab’s nature. At Jehoshaphat’s request, 
however, Micaiah-ben-Imlah was sent for. 


VERSES 13-18 Perhaps we may be sur- 
prised to notice that when 
Micaiah arrived, he seemingly gave the 
same message (v. 15). But there is a reason 
for this which we shall see in a moment. 
Observe, however, that when the messengers 
came to seek Micaiah, they gave him some 
forewarning (v. 13), clearly indicating the 
erroneous idea of prophecy which they 
possessed. There appeared to be a feeling 
abroad that a prophet might predict what 
he wished, and by some trick of magic, 
bring it to pass. Thus, the messenger sug- 
gested: “All the other prophets have given 
the king good advice; you’d better keep that 
in mind, and mold your prophecy accord- 
ingly.” How we can admire Micaiah’s fear- 
less stand (v. 14). 

Yet, when he arrived at the palace, he 
had apparently changed his mind for he 
gave the same message the lying ie hets 
had given. In order to understand this, I 
believe we must sense something of the 
sarcasm which lay in the utterance of this 
proclamation. It was as if Micaiah said to 
the two kings: “This is what you want to 
hear, isn’t it? All right, here it is: ‘Go, and 
prosper, for the Lord shall deliver it into 
the hand of the king.’” The very fact that 
God’s spokesman uttered the exact words 
of the prophets of Baal is indicative of his 
mockery of their tactics. That the king un- 
derstood that Micaiah was speaking ironi- 
cally and not giving a true prophecy is ob- 
vious from his remarks (v. 16). When 
Micaiah then gave the Lord’s actual word, 
he spoke in parable form of Ahab’s death 
and the defeat of the armies of Israel (v. 
17—‘“‘no master”; “scattered on the hills”). 
Then Ahab rebuked Micaiah for his inso- 
lence in speaking against the king. 


This is one of the “be- 

hind-the-scenes” passages 
of the Bible which take us back-stage into 
the spirit-world to see something of the 
goings on there. We may have something 
akin to this in Job, chapters 1 and 2; in 
Daniel 10:11 ff.; Luke 22:21, 32; Jude 9, etc. 
Let us never forget that the devil is subject 
to the will of God; he can do nothing to 
any of God’s people without God’s granted 
permission. Let us also keep in mind that, 
apparently, the Lord does permit the devil 
to test His people within limits. So, here 
with Ahab, who had strayed far from his 
obligations te the Lord. Yet, though the 
Lord permitted a lying spirit to put Ahab 
to the test, He also brought one of His true 
prophets to the scene so that Ahab might 
make the decision for or against the will 
of the Lord. When we read that God “put” 
a lying spirit in the mouth of the prophets, 
we must not necessarily think of God as the 
author of the evil or Ling; He merely put 
His stamp of “, es on the devil’s plan, 
as being within Satan’s realm and privilege 
during this age of the restricted freedom of 
the prince of darkness. 

The Lord’s prophet suffered at the hands 
of Ahab, again with ’s permission. Yet, 
Micaiah was faithful to his task and un- 
doubtedly his reward will be great in 
Heaven. Again let us say that the Lord 
has need of such messengers in our own 
day. Dare we be Micaiahs? The price we 
must pay may be great. 


VERSES 19-28 
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VERSES 29-40 lt is noteworthy that, al- 
though Ahab rejected the 
counsel of Micaiah, he still must have had 
some awareness of the truth of the prophecy 
of his death, for in battle, he disguised 
himself, lest he become an immediate target. 
In spite of the precautions, however, 
Micaiah’s prediction came to fulfillment in 
the slaying of Ahab. Further, Elijah’s pre- 
diction against Ahab (21:19) became a 
reality in the king’s death (22:38). 
CONCLUSION There are many Micaiahs 
today who, though not 
well known or influential, meticulously 
carry on their ministry for the Lord. It is 
not always a public ministry from pulpit or 
radio. Oftentimes, it is just the quiet word 
of assurance, the challenge of a daily close 
walk with the Lord or a vibrant testimony 
to Christ’s faithfulness. But, by being faith- 
ful to the Lord Jesus Christ in a godly life, 
seeking always to do His will, we can be in 
the place of usefulness when He wishes to 


have a prophet on hand to minister for’ 


Him. 


MAY 30, 1954 ee 
Elisha Reveals Spiritual Resources 
Kings 4:8-37; 6:8-23 
Printed Text: 2 Kings 6:8—17 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 125 


DATES AND The events of our lesson, 
SETTINGS while they cannot be spe- 
cifically dated, took place in the time of 
Elisha and during the reign of King Jeho- 
ram (Joram) which can be dated about 
850-842 B.C. There are four place-names 
indicated in the text. Shunem was a city in 
the tribe of Issachar, located to the south 
of the Brook Kishon, at the foot of and 
some 5 miles south of Mt. Tabor. Mt. Car- 
mel was a hilly range some 15 miles long, 
rising to 1810 ft., and extending from the 
hill country of Samaria to the Mediterran- 
ean Sea, where the Mt. Carmel headland 
rises some 550 feet above the seaport be- 
neath. Dothan was a town abou 9 miles 
northeast of Samaria on the caravan route 
from Damascus to Egypt. And, of course, 
Samaria, which figures in the lesson, is well 
known to every Bible student. 


INTRODUCTION Our study indicates some 
of the resources of faith 
that were available to individuals and the 
nation of Israel alike in the days of Elisha. 
We must never forget that the God who 
worked miracles in Elisha’s day is the same 
God today. His power has not lessened; His 
interest in His people has not diminished. 
However, His method of doing things has 
changed somewhat. Today, God works in 
and through the individual rather than the 
nation. His elect nation, Israel, because of 
their rejection of the Messiah at His first 
advent, has been set aside temporarily (to 
be restored later), and today God works in 
the individual life—person by person. The 
Lord Jesus Christ says to each one: “Be- 
hold, I stand at the door and knock. If any 
man (i.e., any individual) hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in... 
(Rev. 3:20). Thus, no church, no nation, no 
group of people may claim a mon pon on 
the Lord. He is the divine Leader of groups 
and churches and nations only insofar as 
all of the members of those groups and 
churches and nations have come through 
the Door, Christ Jesus, and have been born 
again. That there is no “Christian nation” 
today should be obvious. Nor is there any 
totally Christian denomination, or any 
church made up of all genuinely born-again 
members—all wheat and no tares. The true 
Church of Christ, composed of all regener- 
ate a from all denominations the 
world over, is the only group which can 
fully expect divine leadership in all things. 
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A simple outline of the lesson material is 
as follows: I. The Shunammite (4:8-17): A. 
Her gift to Elisha; B. His prophecy to her. 
Il. The Shunammite’s Son (4:18-37): A. 
Stricken; B. The mother’s plea; C. Elisha’s 
response. III. Elisha and Ben-Hadad (6:8- 
23): A. His insight; His protection; C. His 
conquest. 


* The Exposition 


In this city of Shunem 
there was a_ wealthy 
(great) woman and her husband who main- 
tained a home constructed on the wall of 
the city. Apparently, Elisha passed through 
the city frequently, and the woman—prob- 
ably a godly person—provided his meals 
from time to time. Finally, she suggested 
the addition of a “prophet’s chamber” for 
the exclusive use of the man of God. This 
“chamber” was quite probably a small 
apartment consisting of one or two rooms 
plus terrace, since it was built “on the wall” 
(v. 10). Undoubtedly, there was a door 
through the house, and private stairs outside 
as well for Elisha’s convenience. In short, it 
was to be his study—a place of quiet medita- 
tion and rest. Let it be remembered at this 
point, that no matter how busy our lives, all 
of us need the time of rest, reflection and 
meditation afforded by our own “prophet’s 
chamber,” whether it be the bedroom, liv- 
ingroom, cellar closet or any place else 
where we can be alone with the Lord. Make 
room in your schedule for your “prophet’s 
chamber.” 

Elisha was grateful to the Shunammite 
woman and a to repay her in some 
way for her kindness. She wanted nothing; 
was content with her lot, dwelling “among 
her own people.” Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, 
made the suggestion concerning the child. 
Every oriental woman prided herself on 
a large family; poor indeed was the woman 
who did not have at least one child. When 
Elisha predicted the birth of the Shunam- 
mite’s first son, she feared lest it should not 
become true. The rabbinical tradition at 
this point is interesting: they suggest that 
the woman pleaded that the promised son 
should not be removed soon by death, but 
should live and survive her. 


2 KINGS 4:8-17 


2 KINGS 4:18-21 How old the child was 

when this malady befell 
him, we are not told. He was at least old 
enough to go out into the fields with the 
reapers. Further, he was able to converse. 
We may estimate that he was at least four 
to six years old—possibly even older. The 
sickness may have been sunstroke, for in 
Palestinian areas the sun is very warm, and 
working throughout the day in the blister- 
ing sun may have proved to be too much 
for the young boy. The seeming indifference 
of the father (v. 19), may be accounted for 
in the belief that he supposed it a mild 
attack of dizziness which would off 
when the child got into the shade. The 
Shunammite woman sensed something of 
the seriousness of the ailment as her son 
grew progressively worse, and then died at 
midday. How intense was her trust in the 
power of God’s prophet; how considerate 
and brave she was in keeping back the 
news even from her husband in the field 
till she had ascertained the prophet’s ability. 


2 KINGS 4:22:37 Though her husband 

could not understand her 
strong desire to get to the prophet during an 
off-religious season, he nevertheless gave per- 
mission, and the Shunammite woman hur- 
ried to report the happening to Elisha at 
Carmel. We see, in verse 27, something of 
the attitude in Gehazi which was later 
characteristic ad ing 4 disciples—the thrust- 
ing away from the Master those who were 
in need (see Mt. 15:23 and Mk. 10:13). For 





some reason, the Lord had not revealed the 
Shunammite situation to Elisha, though at 
other times he exhibited a remarkable de- 
gree of ee. Possibly assuming that 
the child’s ailment was of a temporary 
nature, and that the mother had overesti- 
mated the trouble, the prophet sent his as- 
sistant to touch the child with his staff. But 
the mother was insistent: “. . . I will not 
leave thee.” 

The description of Elisha’s “treatment” 
is interesting. He attempted to convey some 
of the warmth of his own body to the cold, 
lifeless form on the bed. He further appa- 
rently sought to inflate the child’s lungs by 
breathing into them. That a miracle was 
worked by the Lord at this point there can 
be no doubt. For the child was apparently 
dead, and raised to life again. 


2 KINGS 6:8-12 Our study shifts now to 
an encounter between the 
King of Syria (Ben-Hadad) and the King of 
Israel. With the utmost secrecy, the Syrian 
monarch planned a strategic move intended 
to ambush the Israelites. But the Lord gave 
Elisha an awareness of the trap, and he 
reported it to the Israelitish king (prob- 
ably Jehoram), thus upsetting Ben-Hadad’s 
scheme. The Syrian ruler was angry and 
suspected a traitor in the midst. Calling 
the leaders together, he bluntly asked: 
“Which one of you is on the side of the 
Israelites? Who is the informer?” They all 
professed ignorance and innocence, and ad- 
vised the king concerning Elisha: “the 
prophet ... (who) tells the king of Israel 
the words which you speak in the privacy 
of your bedchamber.” 

The enraged king sent a division of his 
army to Dothan where Elisha was staying at 
the time, to capture the prophet and keep 
him from meddling in military affairs. 
Gehazi, the prophet’s servant, was terrified 
when he saw the armed host of the Syrians 
approaching Dothan (v. 15). But again, we 
see something of the marvelous insight the 
prophet had into spiritual things. He recog- 
nized something of what the apostle John 
later came to know (1 John 4:4), that “they 
that are with us are more than they who 
are with them” (v. 16). Christians! Let us 
understand this great truth, and know that 
nothing—absolutely nothing—can come to 
us and work us harm, without the permis- 
sion of our God; and when He gives per- 
mission, it is for our ultimate good! When 
we learn this, we shall learn also what it is 
to trust Him more. We need to seek the 
vision Elisha had—the ability to see beyond 
the natural realm and know that, surround- 
ing us are all of God’s angelic host. 

When the Lord smote the besieging 
armies with blindness, in answer to Elisha’s 
petition, the eee oo led them right into 
the hands of the King of Israel who was so 
startled, he did not know what to do. 
“Shall I smite them? What shall I do to 
them?” (v. 21). Instead, Elisha observed a 
practice which St. Paul was later to com- 
mend (Rom. 12:19-21). How this lesson 
teaches us God’s guiding, protecting, in- 
tervening hand on behalf of His own people. 
Let us rejoice in the assurance that He cares 
for His own! 


JUNE 6, 1954 
Amos Condemns Social Injustice 
2 Kings 14:23-29; Amos 7—8 
Printed Text: Amos 7:10-17; 8:4-8a 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 58:1-8 


DATES AND The prophet Amos minis- 
SETTINGS tered during the reign of 
Jeroboam II of Israel (785-745 B.C.) and 
Uzziah, king of Judah (785-734 B.C.). These 
two monarchs were contemporaries, and 
from a study of their chronology, we may 
lace Amos’ ministry roughly about 760- 
55 B.C. His was apparently not a long 
period of service; rather, like Elijah, he 
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suddenly appeared on the scene, prophe- 
sied as God directed him, and then back to 
his own land and probably to his former 
occupation. 

It must be kept in mind that the 
Northern Kingdom had established, in its 
idolatry, several “religious centers” where 
false religious worship was prevalent. One 
of these, Beth-el, apparently was favored by 
the king; it would appear that he had a 

rivate chapel there and took part in the 
idolatrous worship himself (Amos 7:13). It 
was thus to Beth-el that Amos came to 
proclaim the truth of God. 


“A prophet is not without 
honor, save in his own 
country and in his own house” is a time- 
honored statement uttered by our Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself. However, it did not 
apply to Amos. He was a prophet from 
another country and house; yet, his minis- 
try was received with suspicion and hatred; 
in fact, he was invited in very definite 
language to leave. Amos was a resident of 
the Southern Kingdom (Judah), picked out 
by the Lord as he was engaged in his daily 
tasks, and commissioned to north to 
Israel and prophesy against them. When he 
arrived, he was considered a meddler, and 
was told that he should go back to his own 
land and mind his own business. After all, 
his opponents reasoned, Amos was not 
actually a prophet at all, in the strict sense 
of the term. He, himself, admitted that he 
did not belong to the prophetic order; en- 
gaged in the work only because of a divine 
command which came to him as he kept his 
flock. 

We may understand more of Amos’ rich 
verbal barrages if we envision him sitting on 
the border of the barren wilderness, south 
of Tekoa, his home town, caring for the 
sheep as they grazed. Tekoa was a small 
village at the very southernmost point of 
Judah, overlooking the Negeb, a wild coun- 
try southwest of the Dead Sea. As a herds- 
man, watching the gathering shadows of 
evening as they spread across the desert 
area, a man with a vivid imagination might 
enhance his spoken ministry greatly by 
translating that which he saw into verbal 
imagery. This Amos did, as any student of 
his book will admit. 


Jeroboam II was an ambitious king who 
sought to rebuild and expand his kingdom. 
His was a reign of luxury achieved through 
warfare and plunder and the expenditure of 
that loot on — works for his own glory. 
In an era of luxury, there is always the 
danger that spiritual and moral interest will 
be subservient to the mad craze for wealth, 
pleasure and power. Amos’ message was 
directed to the luxury-infested Northern 
Kingdom with its crumbling moral and 
spiritual resources; in short, he promised 

isintegration and collapse unless there was 
a genuine revival. How true his prediction 
was! And how similarly other cultures have 
had their heyday only to decline and come 
to ruin. For outline purposes, we may divide 
the lesson into three parts as follows: I. In- 
tercession’s Limit (Amos 7:1-9); II. Attempt 
to Silence God’s Messenger (7:10-17): A. 
The boldness of Amos; III. Warning of 
Consequences (8:1-14): A. Word picture; 
B. The desire of the people; C. The promise 
of doom. 


INTRODUCTION 


The Exposition 


AMOS 7:1-9 In beautiful imagery, 

Amos portrayed a three- 
fold judgment from the Lord upon His 
people Israel. He sent grasshoppers (lo- 
custs?) which destroyed the harvest; sent 
a raging fire to destroy the land; stood on 
a wall with a plumbline. In each case, the 


prophet interceded for the people, pleading - 
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their weakness and insufficiency. Whether 
these were actual occurrences, or just word 
ictures is uncertain, for the first two at 
east. We may assume that in preaching to 
the assembled group in the marketplace, 
Amos spoke of these visions which he had 
of God’s hand raised in judgment and ready 
to strike, and of his (Amos’) intercession. 
As he said: “Lord God, forgive, I beseech 
thee; by whom shall Jacob arise, for he is 
small?” the Lord “repented”—i.e., appeared 
to change His mind. But when Amos de- 
scribed the Lord standing on a wall with 
a plumbline in His hand, the intercession 
did not avail. The plumbline indicates an 
endeavor to measure the evenness or 
straightness of the wall—i.e., the actions 
of the people, in this case. Obviously, the 
divine plumbline found God’s people woe- 
fully out of line, morally and spiritually. 
Thus, even though Amos pleaded, the 
Lord said: “No! I will not again pass by 
(i.e., hold back judgment from) them any 
more.” 


Let us not lose sight of the fact that God’s 
patience has a limit; His mercy will go just 
so far. There are ample illustrations of this 
in the Bible. Abraham pleaded before the 
Lord for Sodom: “Will you destroy the city 
if there are fifty righteous in it? . . . forty- 
five? . . . forty? . . . thirty? . . . twenty? 
- . . ten?” (Gen. 18:23-33). But ten was 
God’s limit! So, here, Amos’ intercession 
could go just so far. 


AMOS 7:10-17 One of the surest ways to 
have an opponent put out 
of the way is to bring a charge of treason 
against him. This was done to our Lord 
Jesus Christ, you will recall. It was done to 
Jeremiah (Jer. 38:1-4), and to Amos as 
well. Amaziah accused Amos of conspiracy 
against the king in an endeavor to rid the 
land of this meddling oe How the 
world hates the truth of God! Unregenerate 
men will often go to any extreme to put 
a stop to the proclamation of the Word of 
God. In Amos’ case, an official decree went 
forth: “Get out ... go... flee to your 
own land... ae there . . . but do 
not do any more preaching at Beth-el!” 

A situation such as this tests the mettle 
of the servant of God. Will he obey man or 
the command of God? There are times, of 
course, when it is propitious—not cowardly 
—to withdraw without disturbance; there 
are other occasions when it is advantageous 
and courageous to fight for one’s rights. 
Circumstances must dictate the choice. Amos 
had a message to proclaim, and he intended 
to proclaim it. Certainly, he was not de- 
lighted at the prospect of trouble; he would 
as soon have retreated to his own land. 
But the Word must be proclaimed. Hence, 
his bold reply to Amaziah (vv. 14, 15) in 
which he made known that he was not 
trained in the “schools of the prophets” 
(the local theological seminaries), but re- 
ceived a direct commission from the Lord 
as a layman to declare God’s message boldly. 


AMOS 8:1-14 Throughout the Scrip- 

tures there are occasional 
passages which contain plays on words de- 
signed to attract attention to the truth 
involved. Many of these, of course, cannot 
be carried over into an English translation. 
Most of us are familiar with our Lord’s use 
of Petros and Petra (Mt. 16:18). Isaiah re- 
sorted to the device also. In Isaiah 5:7, the 
word “judgment” (mishpat) and “oppres- 
sion” (mishpah) are almost alike in pro- 
nunciation, as are “righteousness” (tzeda- 
qah) and “cry” (tze‘aqah). And here, in 
Amos 8:2, when the Lord asked Amos what 
he saw in the vision, he replied BR. < cen 
a basket of summer fruit. The Lord’s im- 
mediate response was “Qetz,” the end! The 
words are pronounced so much alike that 
it would be certain to arouse interest. It 


NewHearing Aid 
Without Tubes | 


Costly B-Battery eliminated! All battery costs 
slashed 80%! Powered by 3 genuine 
Raytheon Transistors! Vacuum fubes ban- 
ished forever! For full information, use 








Director 
Beltone Hearing Aid Co., Dept. 3475 
2900.W. 36th St., Chicago 32, Ill. 


Please rush complete facts on new miracle 
all-transistor tubeless hearing aid. 


Name 
AddsO8S occcccccccccccccccccccccecese 
City. .cccccccccccccccccce SIMO. ccccce 


See eeeeeseereseseseeseseeeseee 














Please mention ETERNITY 
when writing to our advertisers 








* PUBLICITY 
AIDS 


Increase attendance 
by using these full- 
color eye-catching 
materials. 


Poster, No. 9155. 
15c. each; $1.50 doz. 
Dodger, No. 9154. 
60c. per 100. 
Postcard, No. 9153. 
25c. doz.; $1.50 per 














* V.B.S. BUTTON 


Provide this large, 1-inch, red 
blue, and yellow button of dur- 
able metal for each child. No. 
7801. 30c. doz.; $2.25 per 100. 








tk GLITTER CRAFT. 8 outline pictures and 4 bags 
of glitter in bright colors. Apply glue and 
sprinkle with glitter. No. 6221, 75c. 


XK METAL CRAFT. 8 sheets of aluminum foil and 
8 outlines for making pictures to be painted, 
mounted, etc. No. 6222, 75c. 


3% TEN THINGS TO MAKE. Easy-to-construct ob- 
jects for the small child: clocks, birds, church- 
es, etc. Bright colors. Nursery, No. 2441. 
Beginner, No. 2442. Each, 25¢. 
FREE! V.B.S. Planbook sent upon request. 
Write today. 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR 





THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO 


27 








BROOKS BIBLE WORK BOOKS 


By DR. KEITH L. BROOKS 


Use Question-and-Answer Method to Uncover Spiritual Riches 
This amazing series of 23 titles covers the important parts of 
God’s word and yields up the pure gold of its teaching equally 

for simple converts. or scholarly minds. Searching questions 
are answered with Bible references to be looked up and 
written down. Try this simple direct method and discover 
the blessing possible from even a few minutes a day. 
BEGIN NOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE BETTER 
Junior Bible Work Book 25¢ Doctrinal Studies ...... 50¢ 
Heart of John’s Gospel . . 25¢ Prophetic Research . .... 65¢ 
Christian CharacterCourse 25¢ Gospel of Matthew..... 65¢ 
Bible Principles ot Prayer 30¢ X-Ray of Romans......50¢ 
Order today from your book store or direct. Write for Free Book Bul- 
letin and sample copy of the monthly magazine Prophecy Monthly. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. °.O. Box 41198, Los Angeles 41, Calif. 


WE PREACH... 9e 















Christ te Fria Kinsmen 


‘There are-over two million Jews in New York City — more 
the entire state of Israel. We reach these Jews 
Christ through: Public meetings for adults 






asf 
is 


children, street meetings in the heart of Jewry, personal evangelism in homes and 
hospitals, printing of tracts . . . distributed to Jews in New York, mailed to Jews 
the world. Support this work with your prayers. Share in its thrilling results 
our 














‘el laktilelsme al elildehilels es 


= FLANNELGRAPH 


is better 4 ways: 







1. BEAUTI LLY 
me LUSTRATED — life-like figures; 


« sparkling colors, 


2. CAREFULLY EDITED. 


stories; suited to your a dramatic, true-to-the-Word 


3. TIME vibes 
» TIME-SAVING — cys. ; ; 
lessons organized to ae require no mounting; 


FLANNELGRAPH LESSONS* — 4. ECONOMICAL — foe pent SHAY time. 
re = 

complete, true to the Word lesson a Save you the vadtese ata cut-outs are low 

stories with beautifully colored pic- fen stories in each pa annel backing; up 
tures on flannelblot stock. : 


> Life of Christ — two volumes, 10 lessons each—$2.50 per volume 


} Ten Commandments — two volumes, 6 lessons each — 
$2.25 per volume 


} Old Testament Stories — three volumes, 10 lessons each — 
$2.50 per volume 





*Many other fascinating lessons, including Parables of Jesus, Studies 
in Acts, Visualized Missionary Stories. 





BACKGROUND SCENES — beautiful and authentic scenes FLANNELBOARDS — stur- 
of Palestinian life in Bible times painted in lovely pastels _dily built boards covered in 
on high grade flannel. Each scene 28 by 40 inches. fine quality dark flannel. 


For complete descriptions and prices wrife for our free catalog. Order today from: 
1528 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 








Christian Publications, Inc. 








was the divine method of warning that the 
people had gone so far in their iniquity 
that in God’s eyes, the end had already 
come! 

We gain something of an idea of the 
thinking of the populace in Amos 8:5. If we 
were to paraphrase this in modern termi- 
nology, it would read like this: “When will 
the church service be over so that we can 
go out and sin and chisel and steal? How 
soon will our religious duties be over so 
we can get on with our wickedness?” God's 
promise of judgment concerned the forth- 
coming famine of the Word of God! The 
prophets would cease proclaiming the truth! 
The heavens would become brass and God 
would speak no more. Men might go here 
and there in an endeavor to find some 
message from the Lord, but it would be 
a futile effort. 


CONCLUSION How dangerous it is to 


take the blessings of life 

for granted; to assume that we can do what 
we wish, for God will understand and be a 
“good fellow.” How all of us—saint and 
sinner alike—need to regain a greater ap- 
preciation of the holiness of our God and 
His absolute hatred for sin. How we need 
to realize the importance of walking 
humbly before Him in His paths, obeying 
His will in all things. 
JUNE 13, 1954 

Amos Denounces Intemperance 

Amos 2:6-12; 4:1-2; 
Printed Text: Amos 2:11-12; 4:1-2; 6:1-7 
Devotional Reading: Romans 13:7-14 


DATES AND As did the last lesson, this 
SETTINGS study takes us back to the 
ministry of Amos the prophet from the 
Southern Kingdom who was sent up north 
to preach to the Israelites. His period of 
service can be dated during the reigns 
of Jeroboam II of Israel (c. 585-745 B.C.) 
and Uzziah of Judah (c. 785-734 B.C.), and 
did not last more than a few years at most. 
Hence, our suggested date of c. 760-755 B.C. 
for Amos’ preaching. The probable place 
was Beth-el, site of the King’s special 
idolatrous chapel. 


INTRODUCTION This week’s lesson is offi- 
cially a temperance study, 
but we are purposely dealing with the text 
of Amos’ book in a broader sense. The 
lesson attempts to pick out one or two 
verses which specifically mention wine and 
drinking and build a whole lesson study 
about them, while actually there are many 
more issues dealt with. Amos was treating 
the social and spiritual evils of his day. 
It is, of course, a known fact that the liquor 
question today is a serious one worthy of 
a deal of consideration. However, we 
insist that legislation is not the answer; nor 
are temperance lessons. If something man- 
kind wants badly enough is denied to him 
legally, he will find means to secure it 
illegally. This has been demonstrated time 
after time. That is human nature! Human 
nature ‘cannot be changed by legislation. 
It is essential for God to work a miracle of 

ce in the sinner’s heart by regeneration 
and sanctification, and this is brought about 
by means of the proclamation of the 
whole counsel of God. 

We are going to study Amos briefly, 
—- 2, 4 and 6, and something of an 
outline would be as follows: I. God’s Judg- 
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ments Reach Home (2:1-16): A. God’s good- 
ness; B. The people’s rebellion; C. God's 
action. II. Worthiness of the People for 
Judgment (4:1-13): A. Centers of idolatry; 
B. Distance from God in spite of chastise- 
ment; C. Finale. III. Woe upon Careless 
Leaders (6:1-14): A. Indifferent to needs of 
people; B. Promise of invasion. 


The Exposition 


AMOS In chapter one, it is to 
CHAPTER 2 be noticed that the 
prophet had been declaring God’s vengeance 
upon the surrounding nations and peoples 
for their wickedness. And all of the as- 
sembled Israelites at Beth-el were prob- 
ably shouting “Amen, brother! Give it to 
them!” You know, it is always easiest to 
listen to a preacher denounce others, and 
most people will support him feverishly, 
until he begins to get “close to home.” 
Then, he ceases to be a preacher and 
becomes a “meddler.” Thus, indictments 
against Damascus (v. 3), Gaza (v. 6), 
Ashdod-Ashkelon-Ekron (v. 8), Tyre (v. 9), 
Edom (v. 11), Ammon (v. 13) and Moab 
(2:1) were all hailed by the populace. But 
then, Amos began (2:4) to speak of Judah 
(his own countrymen, by the way), and a 
few listeners became rather uncomfortable. 
Finally, when his blow hit home on Israel 
(2:6), that was the last straw which won 
Amos his invitation to go back home. 

From verse 6 onward, we have a listing 
of the evils of which the people were guilty, 
and not only the people; the rulers were 
also much to blame. Bribes were accepted 
by judges to condemn the poor (v. 6); the 
poor were oppressed without any sense of 
justice or mercy. The idolatrous devotion 
to Asherah led to temple prostitution (v. 7). 
There was a custom in existence in which 
the poor would offer a pledge of their 
possessions at the altar (v. 8)—even their 
needed clothing. These loaned garments 
were to be returned by nightfall (see 
Ex. 22:26 ff.); but this the unjust leaders 
were not doing, thereby working a hard- 
ship on the poor. The Nazarites—individ- 
uals dedicated to the Lord—were being 
enticed to forget their vows and were led 
into intoxication (vv. 11, 12). In considera- 
tion of these irregularities Amos pronounced 
judgment on the land. 


AMOS Amos must never have 
CHAPTER 4 read a book like Dale 
Carnegie’s How to Win Friends and In- 
fluence People, nor was he familiar with 
Emily Post’s etiquette. In the opening words 
of chapter 4, we find a severe denunciation 
of the “society” women of the day who, 
through their husband-leaders of the land, 
oppressed the poor to gain money to hold 
large parties and banquet-feasts. Amos 
committed a social blunder—a faux pas— 
when he scornfully spoke of them as “cows 
of Bashan.” It was not very complimentary, 
to be sure, but he graphically ee 
the coming captivity of Israel as the armies 
of the Assyrians would batter down the 
city’s walls and lead the captives—includ- 
ing these “cows”—out through the holes 
(breaches, v. 3) in the walls. 

Verse 4 brings us a magnificent bit of 
“divine irony.” Beth-el and Gilgal were two 
of the idolatrous religious centers of Amos’ 
day where the shrines of Asherah were, and 
all of the immoral rites were conducted on 
the “high places” (see note on the Bamoth 
in May 2, 1954 lesson). And here, the Lord 
spoke through Amos: “Come to Beth-el! 
That’s what you want to do re Come 
and sin all you want! Hurry to Gilgal you 
might be late for the multiplication of your 
sin!” Actually, a person can commit sin in 
a “religious” place just as well as in some 
hell-hole. There are multitudes of people 
who would not think of missing church on 
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Sunday, and yet who sin every moment of 
the time they are in church, use their 
hearts are not right with God. 

In verses 6 through 12, we have a predic- 
tion of God’s judgment to come upon the 
people. Five times, it is clearly stated that, 
despite the past object lessons God had 
given to the people to chastise them and 
bring them to Himself, they still did not 
return to Him (see vv. 6. 8. 9, 10. 11). He 
sent “cleanness of teeth” (i.e., famine), 
drought (v. 8) with the subsequent ruin 
of crops; He provided pestilence and 
drafted the youth of the nation into mili- 
tary service (v. 10). Yet, how blind were 
the people to these illustrations! But then, 
look at our own day. God has sent us warn- 
ing after warning of our forgetfulness of 
Him as a nation. And, God’s warnings do 
not go on forever; there comes a time 
when He, having exhausted His patience 
and long-suffering. says: “Therefore .. . 
prepare to meet thy God, O Israel!” (v. 12). 


AMOS The rulers of Israel were 
CHAPTER 6 apparently not fearful of 
invasion from any foreign power. Were 
they not upon the top of the mountainous 
area of Samaria? Would this not be an 
invulnerable spot? Surely no enemy could 
invade such a lofty sanctuary. But the 
prophet reminded the leaders that- other 
cities had thought themselves to be im- 
pregnable—Calneh, Hamath, Gath—and that 
did not help them in time of trouble (v. 2). 
And the prophet’s cry of “Woe to those 
who are at ease in Zion” comes down to 
us as a challenge and warning against con- 
fidence in any false security. 

In our previous lesson, we pointed out 
that the era was one of luxury and splendor, 
with a forgetfulness of the Lord and His 
ways. Verses 4 through 6 give us a sense of 
this lavish living: beds of ivory, music, large 
expenditure for wine and rare perfumes. 
Al. of these things were characteristic of 
the wealthy yet (v. 6), “they are not grieved 
for the affliction of Joseph”—i.e., they had 
no thought for the poor or for their own 
poverty-stricken spiritual condition. 

The promise of the delivering over of the 
Northern Kingdom was given by the Lord 
(vv. 8, 11, 14). There was to be no turning 
back, for the people had gone too far in 
their sins of carnality, while the leaders had 
cast aside their responsibilities in favor of 
riches and pleasure. There seems to be 
some reference in verses 9 and 10 to the 
siege of Samaria which was to come. As 
the armies of the Assyrians surrounded the 
capital and besieged it, famine and pesti- 





‘ lence would inevitably follow. The peuple 


would die left and right (v. 9); and, while 
burial was the common mode of disposin 
of the dead, the peculiar circumstances 0} 
the siege would prevent this and make 
cremation essential to avoid. further plague! 
most common to the East. As one by one, 
ten men in a house would die (presumably 
of the plague), the one man left would be 
ready, perhaps, to thank the Lord that he 
had been spared. But his relative would 
warn him against speaking of the Lord: 
“No mention of the name of the Lord!” 
This may have been out of hatred for the 
Lord’s permitting the captivity to come. 
The lesson presents to us a graphic pic- 
ture of what the result can be of a nation 
and people who turn their back upon God— 
these who found such self-sufficiency in 
their own labors, who reveled in loose living 
and thrust the Lord out of their thinking 
except in a hasty, formal way. What a 
tragedy, and yet how we see similar pat- 
terns rg Rage today all about us. We 
need to awakened to the fact that the 
Lord will not always strive with man. His 
hand of judgment is exalted and He will 
strike in His own time. Let us be 


faithful in the work of reaching the lost 
for Christ. 
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The Price and the Prize. Culbert G. 
Rutenber. Judson Press. 109 pp. $1.50. 
In an endeavor to fill an important need, 

Dr. Rutenber—who is a popular young 

people’s speaker—has produced this brief, 

yet significant volume which presents in 
plain language and striking illustration the 
simplicity of faith in Christ and the Chris- 
tian Gospel. The author goes to the heart 
of man’s problem—sin in three aspects: in 
relation to God, constituting guilt; in rela- 
tion to self, perversion; and in relation to 

’ others, lovelessness. He then tells of God’s 

redemption from these three failings. The 

entire nine chapters, beginning with “Where 

Misery Abounds” and concluding with 

“The Conquering Christ” and “The Price 

and the Prize” carry the reader along in 

logical sequence of thought that clearly 
presents the message of the Gospel of Christ. 
I take personal pleasure in commending 
this book since the author was a former 
rofessor of mine at seminary, whose ability 
in treating familiar and commonplace sub- 

jects in a fresh and forceful way made a 

vital contribution to my own ministry. 

Something of his classroom manner which 

can be carried over into print is seen here 

in a book that ought to be read by every 
thoughtful person. 
HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


Supreme Authority: The Authority of the 
Lord, His Apostles and the New Testa- 
ment. J. Norval Geldenhuys. Foreword by 
Prof. Ned B. Stonehouse. Eerdmans. 122 
pp- $2.00. 

This is a very factual, lexical, historical 
study of the authority of Christ, His spe- 
cially ordained apostles, and their inspired 
writings, the New Testament. The thesis 
of the work is that Jesus claimed to 
divine authority; that he divinely com- 
missioned certain men to be his faithful 
and inspired interpreters; and that these 
men sealed their testimony in the pages 
of the New Testament. The method is to 
show this to be the case by an examination 
of the New Testament and early Christian 
writing reenforcing the argument with 
lexical, grammatical and historical mate- 
rials. Much Hebrew, Greek and German 
is used with all the German translated and 
set in parentheses. 

The strength of the book is not only in 
its effort to lucidly set forth the authority 
of Christ as stated in the New Testament, 
but also in the constant references to stand- 
ard historical and contemporary scholarly 
works of exegesis and early Christian his- 
tory. Two weaknesses are: (i) an assump- 
tion of the correctness of conservative views 
of Biblical introduction with very little 
effort to substantiate them. We cannot 





NG 


uote the New Testament as authority if 
the very question is its authority. (ii) No 
reference to the larger problems of author- 
ity. There is more to the problem of 
authority than the evidence of the New 
Testament. It is essentially a theologico- 
philosophical question and this entire 
dimension is not discussed. 

In general, a high-caliber, scholarly, de- 
pendable work which does show that if you 
take the New Testament at its word its 
Christ, its apostles, and itself speak with 
divine authority. 

BERNARD RAMM 


A Call to the Unconverted. Richard Bax- 
ter. Zondervan. 142 pp. $1.95. 

A hot heart wrote this seventeenth cen- 
tury classic of evangelistic preaching. “It 
is the preventing of the eternal fire that I 
have been all this while endeavouring: and 
oh that it had been a needless work” (p. 
130). It is this hearty urgency, solemn con- 
cern and pointed testimony that forms the 
climate of this book. 

Baxter, like the apostle Paul, anticipates 
keenly the sinner’s objections to the claims 
of Christ. A reading of this book by Chris- 
tian workers will reward them with a wider 
understanding of the psychology of un- 
belief. It is evident that there is a lack of 
this knowledge among us. 

Placement of this book in the hands of 
the unconverted will give God an oppor- 
tunity to reap good fruit. It is not light or 
superficial but direct and powerful. Baxter 
digs deep—“And then you must understand 
what it is to be converted: it is to have a 
new heart or disposition and a new con- 
versation” (p. 135). 

Not only was this the best selling Chris- 
tian book in 1664; but it was also the first 
book John Eliot translated for his Indian 
converts after having translated the Bible. 

In a day when it is becoming easier for 
men to avoid conviction, this book has a 
message that will call us back to good 
Biblically-based conversions. . 

Douctas B. MAcCorKLE 
HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


Manners and Customs of Bible Lands. 
Fred H. Wight. Moody Press. 336 pp. 
$4.00. 


Treatises on the subject of customs and 
manners of Bible lands, like Bissell’s Bibli- 
cal Antiquities which went through numer- 
ous editions since its publication in 1888, 
have a wide appeal and sphere of useful- 
ness. The present volume, although more 
on popular lines, will no doubt enjoy a 
similar ministry of usefulness. It is lucidly 
and pom written for the everyday reader 
and confines itself to Biblical customs that 
illustrate many important Bible passages. 
While the technical scholar will desire a 
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more detailed and comprehensively docu- 
mented treatment, the pastor, the evangelist, 
the Sunday school teacher, as well as the 
ordinary Bible reader will find the volume 
extremely helpful. 

The book is well organized and outlined. 
It also contains full indices and bibliog- 
raphy. This book is highly recommended 
for all who desire a readable, non-technical 
and yet reliable, treatment of the customs 
and manner touched upon by the Biblical 
narratives. 

MERRILL F. UNGER 
Young ~—_ Hebrew History. Louis 

Wallis. Philosophical Society. 114 pp. 

$2.50. 

This short history of the Hebrew people 
is an attempt to present the modern so- 
called “scientific” evolutionary concept of 
the development of Israel’s religion and 
culture. 

The book meets with the highest praise 
from the leading higher critics of our day 
in its rejection of orthodoxy and the super- 
natural interpretation of Hebrew history. 
It refuses to grant uniqueness to ancient 
Israelite religion. It is the old revolutionary 
claim that Israel’s religion began like any 
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Ohio; May 15—Francis Childs Method- 
ist Church, Collingswood, N. J.; May 
17—Philadelphia Bible Institute Music 
Festival, Philadelphia, Penna.; May 
18—Windsor Avenue Bible Church, 
Oceanside, L. I., N. Y.; May 21 through 
23—Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, Cor- 
cica, Penna.; May 24, 25—Harrisburg 
School of the Bible, Harrisburg, 
Penna.; May 30 (a.m.)—First Baptist 
Church, Coatesville, Penna.; (p.m.) Fel- 
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The New York Messianic Witness, Inc. 
(formerly New York Jewish Evange- 
lization Society) — has carried on a 
faithful testimony for Christ to the 2% 
million Jews of New York City. 
: Jews do hear the Gospel. Many 

are secret believers. One of them, a 
young Rabbi, said: "I! know it is the 
truth, but do not have the strength to 
come out in the open. | have a wife 
and two little children. What will be- 
come of them?"’ Another one, also a 
Rabbi, was beaten up by one of his 
relatives, because it became known 
that he was turning to Christ. 
Some others of our recent contacts: 
A Jewish young man accepted Christ 
after one of our Saturday night gospel 
services. A week later he brought a 
friend who wanted to know about the 
Lord. Another one, coming from Israel, 
is taking instruction for baptism. A 
Jewish doctor and his wife invited us 
to conduct a Bible class for 
Jews in their home. 

» Please pray that our tes- 

timony may be enlarged so 

that more may be reached 

with the gospel. 

© Send your gifts to: 

SOLOMON BIRNBAUM, Director 
NEW YORK MESSIANIC WITNESS, Inc. 


HERMON HOUSE 
P.O. Box 144, Cooper Sta., N. Y. 3, N. Y. 
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other religion “on the level of heathenism 


and rose gradually to the plane of ethical: 


monotheism” (p. 3). The author pleads 
for freedom in our educational system to 
strip away the “atmosphere of prejudice, 
myth and miracle from east-Mediterranean 
culture” and treat it scientifically like the 
history of ancient Greece and Rome. This 
treatise offers a clear-cut rejection of the 
testimony and claims of the Bible, and 
would popularize this attitude among the 
youth of the land. It represents the danger- 
ous challenge of the secularism of our day. 

MERRILL F. UNGER 


Bible Themes from Matthew Henry. 
Selwyn Gummer and Frank Colquhoun. 
Van Kampen Press. 254 pp. $4.50. 

Here is presented what might be called 
the “cream” of Matthew Henry’s writings. 
Helpful quotations have been culled from 
the famous Matthew Henry Commentary 
and offered under doctrinal headings. In 
abbreviated—yet comprehensive—form, you 
will find what the great English divine had 
to say about twenty-six different subjects 
such as the ascension, being born again, 
evil, the kingdom of God, obedience, sancti- 
fication, the transfiguration and unclean- 
ness. 

HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


The Quest for Communion With God. 
Matthew Henry. Eerdmans. 110 pp. $1.50. 
Matthew Henry, the well-known English 

minister of Chester from 1687-1712 is best 

known for his Exposition of the Old and 

New Testament (better known as the 

Matthew Henry Commentary), which he 

began but did not live to finish. However, 

he was also the author of other works 
dealing primarily with the enrichment of 
the devotional life of the believer. Three of 
these meditations are included in this book. 

They were preached by Henry shortly be- 

fore his death in 1714 at the age of ake 

two. “How to Begin Every Day with G 

and “How to Spend the Day with God” were 

given first, and then when publication was 
deemed suitable, the third message, “How 
to Close the Day with God” was added to 
complete the series. 

HERBERT HENRY EARENSTEIN 


A Foundation of Ontology: A Critical Ana- 
is of Nicolai Hartmann. Otto Samuel. 

Philosophical Library. 150 pp. $3.75. 
Hartmann is of the phenomenological-ex- 
istentialist tradition from Husserl to Jaspers. 
Samuel’s book is an analysis and criticism 
of Hartmann’s Zur Grundlegung der Onto- 
logie. The vocabulary and exposition is in 
the very technical manner of his school of 
thought, and even Samuel is not too helpful 
in making it meaningful in his expositions. 
The service of the book is entirely for those 
interested in this particular movement in 
modern philosophy, and the book has ex- 
ceedingly little value for theologians or 

even philosophers. 

BERNARD RAMM 


Bible Student’s English-Greek Concordance 
and Greek-English Dictionary. James Gall. 
Baker Book House. 366 pp. $4.95 
This English-Greek concordance is a 

very helpful work for the Bible student. 

It will be of particular value to the one 

who has not had the benefit of the study 

of the Greek of the New Testament. 

It is in two parts. The first part is a 
comprehensive English-Greek concordance, 
indicating to the student the Greek word 
from which the English word in his Author- 
ized Version is derived. In addition, it 
gives all the other Scriptural passages in 
which this same English word is used, to- 
gether with the Greek word or words of 
which it is a translation. The second part 
contains a brief Greek-English lexicon, from 
which it is possible to determine exactly 
how every Greek word in the New Testa- 
ment has been translated. The book will be 
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Which came first... 
the FRUIT— 
or the ROOT? 






On a recent western trip, | was delighted to 
discover fruits of Northwestern’s Christian 
education program—her alumni 


I found them ministering successfully in 
churches, large and small: In Southern 
California four brothers, all NoRTHWESTERN 
graduates, were pastoring four flourishing 
churches. In Oregon I discovered a new 
church with a congregation of over“a thou- 
sand, whose pastor, assistant pastor, and 
secretary all trained at NorRTHWESTERN. 
Another graduate’s church had the largest 
Vacation Bible School in Wyoming last 
summer. 


Others were serving’ as educators, home 
missionaries, evangelists, children’s workers, 
mission directors and laymen. Three things 
characterized these people: loyalty to the 
Gospel, willingness to sacrifice, and fruit. 


This fruit finds its root in NoRTHWESTERN’S 
sound, Biblical educational program. Wheth- 
er you are a prospective student or a Christian 
steward, may I urge you to tend the roots of 
Christian education by training or helping to 
train others at NORTHWESTERN. Then _you, too, 
will share its abundant fruits. 
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a valuable addition to the library of the 
student interested in an accurate under- - 
standing of the Word. 

S. L. JOHNSON, JR. 


Ellicott’s Commentary on the Whole Bible: 
Vol. VI—The Four Gospels. Charles John 
Ellicott, Editor. Zondervan. 563 pp. $5.95. 
Bishop Ellicott was an authority on 

Greek and Hebrew and made use of this 

knowledge in his writings. As the preface 

states, this commentary was written with 
two groups of ple in mind: (1) those 
who have doubts concerning Scripture’s 
authority and would like to have their 
doubts dissipated; and (2) those who have 

a deep love for the Word and want a com- 

mentary that will help them get more from 

it. Among this second class would be the 

Sunday school teacher, Bible class instruc- 

tor, and parents of growing children who 

ought to be trained in the Word of God. 
The current volume, first in a series of 

eight—the others of which are scheduled 

to follow one each month—covers the writ- 

ings of the four Evangelists. There is a 

good introduction to each of the Gospels, 

and several articles on New Testament 
books as a whole, the text of the New 

Testament and the various versions. This 

commentary does not treat textual problems, 

but is principally a meditative work in- 
tended to present the meat rather than 
bones. 

HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


Pictorial History of the Jewish People from 
Bible Times to Our Own Day Through- 
out the World. Nathan Ausubel. Crown 
Publishers, Inc. 346 pp. $5.00. 

This is a beautiful and profusely illus- 
trated volume — 1200 pictures, 
rtraying every aspect of Jewish life and 
istory, religious and secular from earliest 

Bible times to the present day. The text of 

the volume is also extremely interesting and 

illuminating. Especially informative to the . 

student interested in the culture and for- 

tunes of world-wide Jewry is the story of 
their medieval life in Italy, Spain, the 

Netherlands, France, Germany, England, 

Russia and Poland and their role in the 

modern world under Tsarist Russia, the 

Polish Republic, under Hitler, under the 

Soviets and in the United States. The ac- 

count is one of accomplishment and success 

as well as persecution and suffering. To the 

Christian student the lesson taught by this 

talented and irrepressible people is the 

tragedy of rejecting God’s provision of salva- 
tion in Christ. 
MERRILL F. UNGER 


The Philosophy of Revelation. Herman 
Bavinck. Being the Stone Lectures for 
1908-1909. Eerdmans. 315 pp. $3.50. 
This is certainly one of the most stimulat- 

ing books we have read in a long time. 

Bavinck had a beautiful grasp of science, 

history, philosophy and theology, and this 

is reflected by lucid, analytic and accurate 
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expositions throughout the book. The 
= of the book is amazingly modern al- 
though the Stone Lectures were given more 
than forty years ago. 

The thesis of the book can be best stated 
in the author’s own words: “With the 
reality of revelation, therefore, Christianity 
stands or falls” (p. 20). “The world itself 
rests on revelation; revelation is the pre- 
supposition, the foundation, the secret of 
all that exists in all its forms” (p. 27). 
“Revelation, religion, and theology stand or 
fall together” (p. 223). 

With this revelation-apologetic goes a 
strong Augustinian emphasis. Commencing 
on p. 61 he roots his p es as philoso- 
phy in the certainty of self-consciousness 
and repeatedly lauds Augustine as the trail 
blazer in this regard. Besides the positive 
thesis of a revelational-Augustinian-Biblical 
apologetic, there runs constant criticism (of 
great insight and worth) of non-Christian 
systems—idealism, Kantianism, modernism, 
etc. 

In general this work is a valuable con- 
tribution to Christian apologetics, and will 
provide a real tonic to any conservative 
student whose faith at this time needs some 
bolstering. 

BERNARD RAMM 
Victory by the Cross. Theodore Huggenvik. 

Augsburg Publishing House. 118 pp. 
$1.50. 

Dr. Huggenvik is the chairman of the 
Department of Religion of St. Olaf (Lu- 
theran) College at Northfield, Minnesota, 
and also in demand as guest speaker in 
churches, Bible camps and _ schools. 
studies of this book are primarily for the 
Lenten season, although of course, they are 
— for any time of the year. The 
volume is in three parts: I. Meditations on 
the seven last words from the cross; II. 
Meditations on the second article of the 
Apostles’ Creed; III. A discussion on the 
power of unbelief in keeping many from 
sharing in the victory won by Christ at the 
cross. 

HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 
My Second Valley. William Goulooze. Baker 

House. 170 pp. $2.50. 

Here is a book that pulsates with the 
comforting presence of the Lord as He ac- 
companies His own through the valley of 





1,188 sermon suggestions! 


SEARCHLIGHTS 
FROM THE WORLD 


by G. CAMPBELL MORGAN 


Says The Sunday School Times: “This 
book is most unusual, and a reading 
of it will be of great assistance in ac- 
quiring a comprehensive view of the 
entire Bible.” 








In a single volume, the Prince of 
Bible Expositors presents 1,188 ser- 
mon suggestions—one from every 
chapter in the Bible. Many of the 
verses selectd for inclusion are well- 
known; others are hidden verses 
about which little has been written 
or said. But always, Dr. Morgan’s 
suggestions are brief, terse, pregnant 
with thought. Ministers, Bible stu- 
dents and Christian workers will 
treasure this book. $4.50 
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The Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief Society ministers 
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writes one of our missionaries : 


heavy-burdened Jewish people in India, Israel, Europe, and Amer- 





ica. Thousands are helped and brought closer 
to their Messiah Jesus. 

Your prayers and gifts will translate 
our “dwarfs” into “giants” doing great things 
for our Lord amidst His peopl 
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books of reference for the earnest Christian's library? 


The Book Review Editor of ETERNITY says this 
about— 


THE NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY 


by FRANCIS DAVIDSON 
1199 pages 


“To have this commentary is to have a thou- 
sand books in one and to have, at the same 
time, the privilege of consulting fifty of the 
world’s great men who love the Word—as the 
Word of God.” 


RALPH L. KEIPER 





DAVIS DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE 


by J. D. DAVIS 
868 pages 


“A few years ago, a new edition was issued 
still carrying the name Davis Bible Dictionary 
but edited by men who held ideas about the 
Scriptures totally alien to those held by Dr. 
Davis himself. 


“The publishers, have done a distinct service 
to the Christian church in bringing out this 
reissue of the older edition.” 


D.G.B. 
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loved hymns 





most inspiring and triumphant 
in the English language?” The favorite 
tune is also world famous. 

This GEM BOOK now in its 14th 
Edition teems with authentic human 
interest stories about the writing of our 
great hymns and the lives of the authors. 
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Successful Alumni 


STERLING COLLEGE 


J. Kenneth Little is a Professor of Education at the University of 
Wisconsin, and has served as Vice President for Student 

Affairs since 1950. A native of Kansas, he received his 
undergraduate education at Sterling College, and his Ph.D. at 
Ohio State University. He has served on a number of important 
National Educational Association committees and as a 

faculty member of the Big Ten Conference. 


“In my opinion,” says Mr. Little, ‘Sterling ae 
offers a substantial and satisfying educational op 

tunity to students who make the fullest use of it. ~ 
boundaries of knowledge exceed the reach of any edu- 
cational institution regardless of the number of its 
courses, the wisdom of its teachers, or the size of its 
pocketbook. Students of Sterling College will find that 
the values emphasized by their school have rich mean- 
ing and reward in earning a good living while living a 


good life.” 





J. KENNETH LITTLE 
TRAINING WITH A PURPOSE AND A GOAL... 


Sterling College seeks to prepare her graduates for a life of leadership that is 

= distinctly Christian. Many are distinguishing themselves in their chosen ficlds 
—-serving God in all walks of life. 

Sterling is a four-year co-educational, liberal arts college, with strong 

emphasis on scholarship and the development of a well-rounded 


Sterling <= 


Christian 
character. 
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and illustrated folders with complete information 

about courses, facilities and college activities. 

Write Dr. William M. McCreery, president. 
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the shadow of. death. Dr. Goulooze was 
stricken with cancer back in 1947 and under- 
went treatment at the Mayo Clinic at that 
time. Out of his experiences, he published 
his volume Victory Over Suffering which 
has been such a blessing to -multitudes of 
bed-ridden and pain-wracked folk the world 
over. 

For five years subsequent to his discharge 
from the hospital, he continued his min- 
istry as seminary professor, speaker and 
writer. Then, without warning, the dreaded 
disease struck once more! The present vol- 
ume, My Second Valley, is the outcome of 
this second si 

Here is a book to put into the hands of 
all whose lot in life is that of much suffer- 
ing. It will surely bring a great deal of 
comfort to such as are waiting on the Lord 
in their time of trial, that they may see 
triumph in the midst of testing. 

HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 15) 

the basis of the Zionist movement, mak- 
ing it possible for many other Jewish 
groups to affiliate with it. The creation 
of a new body, called the Jewish Council 
for Israel, now makes it possible for 
greater pressure to be brought by Jewry 
on various governments in connection 
with Jewish affairs. Notably, it is de- 
sired that the U. S. Government shall 
modify its attitude to Israel in conmc- 
tion with the Jordan Valley develop- 
ment, which has been modeled on our 
TVA. 
TELEVISING THE MASS 

From the London Times we take the 
following. The National Union of Pro- 
testants sent a telegram yesterday to the 
Director of Religious Broadcasting at 
the BBC calling for a ban on the tele- 
vision of a Roman Catholic Mass from 
Leeds next Sunday. The telegram, sent 
by the general committee of the union, 
stated: “Urgently call upon you to ban 
the televising of Roman Catholic Mass 
planned for Sunday next on grounds 
that the Mass was abolished at the Refor- 
mation, is condemned by the law of the 
land, and is a grave offence to the con- 
science of her Majesty’s loyal Protestant 
subjects.” The Protestant Truth Society 
has also sent a telegram to the BBC, 
which states, “The Protestant Truth So- 
ciety calls on the BBC to remember 
England’s greatness dates from her rejec- 
tion of the Mass in the days of the Re- 
formation, and therefore solemnly pro- 
tests against the televising of it from 
Leeds Roman Catholic Cathedral, which 
thus introduces into English homes the 
very thing the Reformation cast out.” 

In spite of these protests the BBC gave 
one hour and forty minutes to the first 
televising of a Mass in England. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 
(Continued from page 5) 


not withdraw the statement or yield as to 
its accuracy. Obviously I am not in a posi- 
tion to know, but I am in a position to 
weigh the integrity of my informant. 

My statement in context that “it has 
often been demonstrated in our contem- 
porary history that a small cadre of highly- 
trained men can be the. force to take over 
whole cities and populations” was meant to 
imply exactly what you inferred. I mean 
that if, for example, a Roman Catholic 
president should remove you and your 
beneficent and intelligent leadership of 
the FBI, the country might very easily be 
taken over by some McCarthy in collusion 
with Jesuit powers and with the high 
prestige which you have attached to the FBI. 

A true Roman Catholic would always 
obey his ecclesiastical leaders, even before 
‘he would obey his superiors in Government. 
.. . You must never forget that one of the 
basic -doctrines of the Roman Catholic 
Church is that of the power of the clergy 
to loose any Roman Catholic from any oath 
of allegiance to any temporal power that 
is not the power of the Church... . 

May I point out a fallacy in your letters 
to me? You state repeatedly that you your- 
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darkest INNIS 


Few realize 
beloved land, with 


generation growing 


the tremendous need there is right here in our own 
many, many thousands of churchless communities. A 


up, knowing nothing about God's plan of Salvation 


Areas of 2000 square miles: without a church or Sunday School where ons 


can hear the Gospel 
time to evangelize 
You may not be able 


Areas where the Bible is almost unkriown. Now is the 
AMERICA before Communism gets in its deadly work 


to go to these forgottten places yourself, but you can 


help to send others by your prayers and gifts. We would like to send you 


our prayer and praise letteis giving the latest news from our many fields 


from the East, West, North and South Dept. Bim 


Re molest laiielsll. te 


CHRISTIAN MISSION TO CHURCHLESS COMMUNITIES 
Room 805, 140 Nassau St., New York 38, N. Y. 

















BAPTIZEIN TAPE RECORDERS 


As a missionary endeavour, This booklet 
mailed free to any interested person. It an- All Makes 





swers many perplexing questions concerning ° ° 
baptism and should be read by every Chris- Photogr aphic Supplies 
tian. 
R. A. McKay a 
4966 S.W. Nevada Ct. MORTON CAMERA & MUSIC SHOP 
Portland 19, Oregon 218 S. Court Street Medina, Ohio 
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Retail Price $7.95 


The New Bible Commen- 
tary is the first completely 
new, one-volume evangel- 
ical commentary to be 
published in 50 years. 
Highly recommended by 
Bible scholars everywhere, 
including Dr. Wilbur M. 
Smith, it represents an 
important addition to your 
own bookshelf. 
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heaton Academy 


PARTMENT OF WHEATON COLLEGE 


APPLY NOW FOR FALL ENROLLMENT... 


Planning to send your boy or girl to a Christian high school this fall? 


Choose WHEATON ACADEMY, a school that offers a well-rounded program, 
and ranks high both scholastically and spiritually. Now in its 101st year. 
Fully accredited by the North Central Association. 


For Catalog and Illustrated Bulletin, Write the Director, Room 54E 
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“ ‘Commentary on Daniel’ should be in the library of every 
ee of the Word. ai —Cary S. Thomas, D.D. President Conservative Baptist 


“COMMENTARY ON DANIEL” 


DR. J. E. McKEE, Alpine, N. Y. 
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Pr JEWS and JUDAISM 


BY REV. M. ZEIDMAN (Copyrighted) 


BAR MITZWAH 


What is the meaning of “Bar Mitzwah?” 
Literally it means “‘Son of Commandment.” 
When does a Jewish boy become Bar Mitzwah? 


When a Jewish boy completes his thirteenth year, and in some lands when he com- 
pletes his twelfth year, is officially declared Bar Mitzwah or Son of Command- 





ment. 
What are the duties and responsibilities of a Bar Mitzwah? 
. When a Jewish becomes a Bar Mitzwah, he is officially declared a full_fi Jew. 


boy 
He is called up before the Torah to pronounce’a blessing and recite the Haftorah, 
or portion of weekly reading from the prophets. He is at that time initiated into 
the full ee duties of a Jew. He is taught to put on phylacteries at morning 
prayers, and he enjoys the ——— of being counted into a Mynian, or quorum of 
ten men who have the right to offer prayer in public in the synagogue or Beth 
haMidrash, the House of f Lemeing. 


. What other duties does a Bar Mitzwah assume? 


The Son of Commandment or “man of duty” when he becomes of age (13) must 
henceforth be responsible for his own deeds or misdeeds. Until the boy becomes 
Bar Mitzwah, the father is responsible for any sin committed by the son, but now, 
in the synagogue after the Bar Mitzwah has pronounced his first blessing over the 
Law, the father offers the following prayer: , ‘Blessed be He Who has taken the 
responsibility of this child’s doings from me.” ‘ ; 


. What has Jesus Christ to offer for the Bar Mitzwah and his father? 
be Jesus Christ has taken all our sins,—young and old,—male and female,—upon Himself. 


“He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with His stripes we are healed.” He 
is the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the world. 
Now is the time to evangelize the Hebrew People. It is just 
for such a time that you and I have been called by God to 
proclaim the ena gospel of Jesus the Messiah, the only 
Saviour and Redeemer of the world. Let us go forth hand in 
qiity cuipeminn of the tty aphts epee de jee 
mighty omens of the Holy Spirit u 
people everywher 


Dear Brother Zeidman: 


Please send me free of charge your literature on Jews and Judaism, also, 


the report of the Missionary Journey to Israel. 














self do not know anything about the reli- 
gious affiliations of your agents. I believe 
you. But, then, how do you know that my 
informant is in error? Must you not admit 
that there is a possibility that he is right? 
You do not have the right to state that my 
informant’s claim is false. All you can truly 
say is that which you have said, that you 
yourself do not know. 

Concerning Mr. Joseph Harsch, 
neither Mr. Hitt nor I stated or implied 
that Mr. Harsch was the source of my in- 
formation. . . . I stated to your assistant 
that Mr. Harsch had told me that every 
source he had checked concerning the 
totality of all government personnel in all 
departments showed a very large percent- 
age of Roman Catholics, far in excess of 
their percentage in the general population. 
I made no statement whatsoever as to Mr. 
Harsch’s confirmation of the figures we 
published concerning the FBI... . 

Finally, may I repeat my high regard for 
you, and state that I think you are one of 
our nation’s most honored and trusted ser- 
vants. Furthermore, I am convinced that 
any imbalance in your personnel has been 
in spite of you and not because of you. In 
your last sentence you state your astonish- 
ment that I should make “such false mis- 
representations in the first instance and 
then repeat them after having been fur- 
nished with the facts.” A close rereading of 
your letters conveys but one fact: your re- 
peated statement that you do not have the 
facts on this matter. One way to arrive at 
the facts would be under the Executive 
Order 9980 dated May, 1949, to have a full 
scale “employment survey for the adjudica- 
tion of complaints of discrimination.” It is 
not my purpose to push in such a direction. 
My statements were not “false misrepre- 
sentations.” They were the publication of 
the confidential statements of a man whose 
position is assured, and whose integrity is 
equal to yours and mine. 

DoNnALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


COMMENT FROM THE MODERATOR 

How deeply I have appreciated the per- 
fectly magnificent article in ETERNITY on 
(The Nature of Our Danger). The analysis 
of the inquisition is the finest I have seen. 

Joun A. MAcKAy 

The Moderator 
The Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 


Coolidge or Eisenhower? 

I think you are in error in saying in the 
February Eternity that President Eisen- 
hower is. the “first chief executive to join 
a church during his term of office.” 

Calvin Coolidge preceded him in that 
distinction, though the latter was enrolled 
as a member in his absence. 

J. L. Rosser, D.D. 


Bristol 
Tenn. 

Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, the President’s 
pastor, answers Reader Rosser in this way: 
“President Coolidge was a baptized Chris- 
tian who joined the First Congregational 
Church of Washington after he became 
President. President Eisenhower is the only 
President to have become a member of the 
Church by baptism and confession of faith 
following his inauguration as Presid~-<-~ 


ETERNITY 
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Many are glad they wrote for our OFFE 
You too, if qualified, can make $6, 00 t 


ings also for part time employment. 


lars. “Opportunity Plus” booklet FREE. 
JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. 


8,000.00 your first year. Preference given 7 An 
seeking work with Christian emphasis. Open- 


Write today. State experience and full particu- 


1018 S. Wabash Dept. C79 Chicago 5, Ill. 


THE INVISIBLE WAR 

R. (Continued from page 23) 

plain admission that’ man is a fallen 
creature though he does not admit the 
original fall. He writes: “The fall re- 
fers not to some datable aboriginal 
calamity in the historic past of human- 





ity, but to a dimension of human ex- 








SOUND 
SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 


Ideal for pastors, personal workers and 
street meetings. Send for samples 


SCRIPTURE TRACT SOCIETY 
Box 164 


Mention Eternity 





Marcus Hook, Pa. 


perience which is always present— 
namely, that we who have been created 
for fellowship with God repudiate it 
continually; and that the whole of 
mankind does this thing along with 
us.” Niebuhr has followed in the steps 
of these other theologians. So we have 
the new liberalism admitting the results 
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NORTHWESTERN is equipped’ to 
give you such training in its 
three specialized Schools: 
* Bible College 
* College of Liberal Arts 
* Theological Seminary 


Write today, requesting a free Catalog 
and illustrated brochure! 








Dr. Ricuarp A. ELVEE 


of the fall without being willing to ac- 
cept the fact. From this they go on to 
argue for a salvation from sin which is 
apart from God’s gift of His Son as a 
vicarious, substitutionary Saviour, taking 
in Himself the wrath which was due 
from God’s justice toward the sin of the 
rebels. And we can see Satan, like the 
Hitler of the French armistice slapping 
his thighs and dancing his jig. 

To return to the simplicity of the 
Biblical narrative: God made man lower 
than the angels, but He also endowed 
him with something called “the image 
of God.” Of what did this image con- 
sist? Certainly we do not conceive of 
God as possessing head, hands, arms, 
feet and other physical features. The 






President Bible does not present an anthropomor- 

ka LZ. phic God. It is true that the Word of 

aden pinte6=——stuixonocican. | CGOd describes the actions of God in 
LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE SEMINARY 


50 Willow St., Dept.00000 © Minneapolis 3, Minnesota 


behalf of man under some figures of 
speech that make use of the bodily 
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Bible literature, kindly write for the folder “After Thirty-Six Years,” or 
send $1. for an assorted package including “Commentary on Daniel.” 
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Safidence’ in PIL 
MEN OF PROMINENCE, both in government 


and military service, endorse the work of 
The Pocket Testament League. They have 


Help us take the 





GENERAL WILLIAM K. HARRISON, JR. 


seen the League in. action at home and on the 
foreign field. They know that PTL is doing a 
tremendously worthwhile and conscientious job 
of Scripture distribution and evangelization among 
American service men, and to soldiers and civil- 
ians in Korea, Japan and Formosa. 

YOU CAN SUPPORT PTL WITH CONFIDENCE. 
You can give your prayerful support to the Pocket 
Testament League with the assurance that this is 
in the highest sense the work of the Lord. 


Word of God to a lost and needy world. Write to: 


ALFRED A. KUNZ, Executive Director 


The Pocket, Testament League : 
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"The devil 
fempts me to 


suicide”’ 


My dear unknown Friends: 
“Good morning. It may seem strange to you 
that you are receiving this letter from me 
from a new address. Although I was not 
completely well, I was discharged from the 
Sanitarium, as I had completed the allotted 
time of my stay. There are so many tuber- 
cular people waiting to get in that they only 
keep us for a certain time. The medicine you 
sent me at the sanitarium was forwarded to 
me, and I want to thank you from the bot- 
tom of my heart for it. May God bless you 
for your work of mercy to me. 
“Now may I ask you to complete it by 
sending me he new anti-biotic drug, Rimifon, 
so that I may have a combination treatment 
with streptomycin and Rimifon. The doctor 
tells me I stand a very good chance of 
recovery with the help of these drugs. He 
also tells me to eat well, but how can I do 
that? I have no one to care for me, and 
must even go barefoot despite my condition. 
I wish I were strong enough to work, but 
my tubercular condition will not permit. I 
do not know where to turn. Many times the 
devil tempts me to take my life and be 
done with it, but so far I have been given 
strength to resist him. You cannot imagine 
my despair. Only God knows what I am 
going through. When I get up in the morn- 
ing hungry, there is nothing to eat. I lack 
even my daily bread, and hat of my dear 
little children. I just cannot continue to 
watch them suffer. I will have to close with 
love and leave it up to you to do whatever 
God leads you to do to relieve my agony. 
—Yiannoula (Joan) Tziaka.” 


“Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the 
Lord will deliver him in time of trouble” 
(Ps. 41:1). 


At the offices of our Mission we re- 
ceive hundreds of letters such as this. 
If we send this dear mother $5 she 
can buy 40 pounds of food. The medi- 
cine she so badly needs will cost $15. 
Above all, we should provide her with 
a Bible in modern Greek which is only 
$2. That which you would wish others 
to do to you, if you were in such a 
plight, do to this dear suffering 
mother. 


Write to: American Mission to Greeks, Inc. 
156—5th Ave., New York 10, N. Y., Rev. 
Spiros Zodhiates, General Secretary. (in 
Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., T: to 12, Ont.) 
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characteristics of man: for instance, 
“The Lord's hand is not shortened, that 
it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that 
it cannot hear” (Isa. 59:1); and “The 
eyes of the Lord run to and fro through- 
out the whole earth . . .” (2 Chron. 16:9). 
But the Bible also says, “He shall cover 
thee with his feathers, and under his 
wings shalt thou trust” (Psa. 91:4). 
Such a verse does not mean that God is 
a bird. Anyone can understand that the 
latter quotation is a figure of speech. 
So are the former and all similar quota- 
tions. For “God is Spirit” (John 4:24); 
and “a spirit hath not flesh and bones” 
(Lk. 24:39). Of what, then, does the 
image consist in which God created 
Adam? 


——“Tt would be possible, theologically, 


to say that the eternal God, invisible 
Spirit, foreknew the physical image in 
which He would send His Son Jesus 
Christ, and created Adam in that phy- 
sical image. For Christ “is the image of 
the invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature” (Col. 1:15). While there is 
probably much truth in that idea, it 
may be more nearly the truth that God 
created the human body to have physical 
functions which were expressions of in- 
visible functions. Is not the eye, which 
gives to us the meaning of the reflec- 
tions of light that falls on various ob- 
jects within the field of our vision, a 
symbol of God’s awareness of all things, 
for He is light and in Him is no dark- 
ness at all (1 John 1:5)? Is not the arm, 
with its muscular structure controlling 


the hand and its intricate workings, a 
symbol of the power and strength of 
God and His ability to form all things 
as He would desire them? Thus, in an 
accommodated sense, it is possible to 
say that man, even in his fallen condi- 
tion, contains the vestigial remnants of 
the original creation. And God pre- 
scribes the death penalty upon murder- 
ers because He made man in His image 
(Gen. 9:6). 

But in all the more important mean- 
ings of the term, it is impossible to say 
that man, in his present fallen condi- 
tion, still retains the image of God. The 
Bible controverts such a thought, teach- 
ing us that man lost the spiritual image 
of God in the fall, and that the true 
image is regained in our regeneration. 
Of the sons that proceeded from Adam 
and Eve we read, “And Adam lived ... 
and begat a son in his own likeness, after 
his image” (Gen. 5:3). That fallen im- 
age of Adam in which likeness he begat 
his progeny, was far, far from the image 
of God in which the first human father 
had been created. The man that we see 
walking in the streets of our cities or 
in the jungles of our darker continents 
is the product of fallen Adam. It is only 
when an individual man is born again 
through faith in the redemptive work 
of Christ that he is created anew in the 
image of God, as we shall see in more 
detail. “The first man is of the earth, 
earthy; the second man is the Lord from 
heaven. As is the earthy, such are they 
that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, 





such are they also that are heavenly. 
And as we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bear the image of 
the heavenly” (1 Cor. 15:47-49). 
Unregenerate man is not in the im- 
age of God. The image which is merely 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the king- 
dom of God (1 Cor. 15:50). The false 
idea that all men still retain the divine 
image is so entrenched in the thoughts 
of men that they are more than startled 
when the fresh winds of the Word of 
God would blow the mind clear of the 
heresy of man’s natural goodness and 
divinity. In the eighteenth century, 
South, a famous London preacher, as- 
tounded the loose-thinking deists of his 
day with the declaration that man at his 
best was a low, fallen creature. In his 
famous sermon, “Man Created in God’s 
Image,” South wrote a line which was 
discussed even in the House of Com- 
mons: “An Aristotle was but the rub- 
bish of an Adam, and Athens but the 
rudiments of Paradise.” There have been 
those who have called this sentence 
“fantastic,” but most certainly South is 
in agreement with the Word of God. 
Furthermore, the modern science of 
genetics is moving in that direction, 
for those in the laboratories of the world 
who are studying the problems of life 
have already reached conclusions con- 
cerning the divisions of the genes and 
chromosomes that make up an individual 
which would make any true scientist 
hesitate before denying that all of the 
gifts of humanity were once combined 
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in one set of parents. Everything that 
has ever come out of mankind for good 
since the origin of the human species 
was contained in Adam and his bride. 
We must look upon that pair, then, as 
combining even more than the gifts and 
graces of a Shakespeare, a Plato, a 
Beethoven, a Michael Angelo, an Isaac 
Newton and an Einstein, and as ex- 
celling in charity our tenderest philan- 
thropists and in bravery our mightiest 
heroes. 

Some time ago I chanced upon an 
item in the newspapers which contained 
a carefully prepared mathematical analy- 
sis of the possibility of holding any 
given series of cards in a hand of bridge. 
There are fifty-two cards in a pack, and 
a given player receives one-fourth of 
these, or thirteen. That he should re- 
ceive thirteen of a given suit is a matter 
of millions and millions of deals of the 
cards. If there were a hundred cards 
instead of fifty-two, the chance would be 
one in billions of billions. We can un- 
derstand, therefore, that the unnum- 
bered multitudes of genes and chromo- 
somes possessed by the original set of 
parents could come forth in the in- 
finitely varied pattern of human gifts 
and personalities. Only once in thou- 
sands of years could the arrangement of 
a Shakespeare come to life, and history 
unites with the mathematical laws of 
chance to tell us that this is so. 

More about the image of God in man 
may be learned from an examination of 
certain New Testament passages. The 
Bible teaches that fallen man is “dead 
in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1), and 
“not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be” (Rom. 8:7). But» when 
a man is born again, there is a new 
creation (2 Cor. 5:17), and the individ- 
ual becomes a partaker of the divine 
nature (2 Pet. 1:4). Of what does this 
divine nature consist? 

There is an incident in the life of 
Jesus Christ. which may well be the 
least known or preached about of all 
His wondrous acts. Even the artists have 
overlooked it in their countless delinea- 
tions of His great deeds. In the galleries 
of the world may be found thousands 
of canvases depicting the scenes sur- 
rounding the annunciation to the Vir- 
gin, the bringing forth of the newborn 
Babe in Bethlehem, His glorious mira- 
cles, and the death and resurrection of 
our Lord. But who ever saw a canvas 
showing the Lord Jesus with His out- 
stretched hand under the chin of one 
of His disciples in the act of breathing 
on him? We know of no such painting. 
And yet, on the first resurrection day, 
just such an incident took place. The 
disciples, frightened because of their 
fear of the Jews, were huddled away in 
an upper room, hiding from possible 
danger. The Shepherd had been slain 
and the sheep were in terror. Suddenly 
Jesus Christ appeared in the midst of 
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them. He spoke peace to them, and 
then, the Gospel says, Jesus “breathed 
on them,” and said to them, “Receive 
ye the Holy Spirit . . .” (John 20:22). 
The spiritual mind will remember, of 
course, that on one other occasion in 
the Bible, we find God leaning over man 
to breathe upon him. In the story of 
the creation, we read: “The Lord God 
formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life; and man became a living soul” 
(Gen. 2:7). In the light of the Genesis 
passage, how significant the act of Christ 
becomes! The image of God had come 
upon Adam by the divine inbreathing 
of the breath of God. That image had 
been lost in the fall. The risen Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has just come out of 
death into the victory of life after ac- 
complishing the redemption of a fallen 
man, begins His work among His dis- 
ciples by breathing upon them once 
more. 

This is all the more significant in the 
light of the meaning of the word 
“breath.” We all know the Greek word 
for breath without knowing that we 
know it. We use it when we speak of 
the malady which strikes that organ of 
the body which draws in air, warms it, 
and sends out breath. We call this dis- 
ease “pneumonia” because it is the dis- 
ease which affects the pneumon, the 





lung, the breath box. The same word is 
found when we describe a tire that has 
air in it. We call it a “pneumatic” tire, 
and a drill which is driven by com- 
pressed air is a “pneumatic” drill. All 
of these words come from the common 
Greek word for breath, which is pneuma, 
and it is the word which we find in the 
Bible for the Holy Spirit, the Holy 
Breath, the Holy Pneuma. So when the 
Lord Jesus breathed on the disciples, 
He gave back to lost man the breath, 
the spirit, the image of God which had 
been lost in the fall. The unregenerate 
man does not have the image of God. 
The difference is invisible and spiritual. 
Paul, in Colossians, describes the be- 
liever in this respect as having “put 
on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of Him that 
created him” (Col. 3:10). The image, 
then, is a moral and intellectual like- 
ness, and not physical. It is an image 
which was lost in the fall and which is 
renewed in the new creation at the 
moment the individual believes God’s 
Word about the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
the Ephesian letter, the new man is de- 
scribed as being “created in righteous- 
ness and true holiness” (Eph. 4:24). 
When God created man, he possessed 
this moral and intellectual superiority 
which made it possible to speak of him 
as being “in the image of God.” Sin was 


not then inherent in man as it is today. 
It is true that he had been created on 
a low plane, lower than the angels in 
power and might and beauty, but he 
had been created with a knowledge and 
a moral righteousness that were in the 
image of God. It was man’s will that 
made it possible for him to depart from 
the plan of God, and it was against this 
will that Satan launched his attack. His 
primary strategy was dictated by his 
hatred of God, and not by his hatred of 
the creature whom he saw in the gar- 
den. He would seek to detach man from 
the will of God. His further strategy 
was prompted by his overweening pride. 
He would seek to increase the number 
of his own worshipers by attaching man 
to himself. In part Satan was successful. 
Man fell. But although man was de- 
tached from God he did not join Satan’s 
forces. In the world today men seek not 
the will of Satan but their own will. 
They have become the “children of 
wrath” (Eph. 2:3). Some few became 
children of the devil (John 8:44). An 
infinite company became “children of 
God” (Gal. 3:26). The children of 
wrath and the children of the devil 
unite as the “world” to oppose: the 
course of the believers (John 15:18, 19). 
This conflict will be developed in a later 
chapter. 
(To Be ConTINUED) 
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JUNGLE DOCTOR 
(Continued from page 19) 


once, and climb the granite boulders 
where my tribe made their sacrifices in 
the days of drought. Look carefully 
down, Bwana. From that place you, hid- 
den in shadow, will be able to see what 
is going on in the village of M’bovu. 
Watch carefully before you visit, for 
Bwana, do not forget the words of King 
Solomon, ‘A live dog is better than a 
dead lion.’” 

We both laughed. 

“Hodi,” came a voice at the door, and 
I saw Hezeroni standing there, a spear 
in one hand, a knobbed stick in the 
other. 

“Heeh,” 1 said, “listen. Simba has 
words to tell us the path that we should 
travel. Listen to these words, while I get 
from Daudi the medicine that we might 
require.” 

In the dispensary Daudi had packed 
up a canvas satchel that carried syringes, 
quinine and a score of other things that 
might be needed if M’bovu, the Chief, 
would allow me to give him medicine. 

“Heh,” he said, “I heard today the 
words that M’bovu’s trouble is a very 
bad pain in his head, Bwana.” The dis- 
penser laughed. “Bwana, I have there- 
fore put in many aspirin, but Bwana, his 
trouble comes from the drinking of 
much beer which undoubtedlv has tied 
knots in his liver.” 

I grinned at this complicated anatomi- 
cal idea. 

For half a mile not a word was spoken. 
Hezeroni swung along at a good round 
speed, taking every piece of cover that 
was, available. Under the shade of a 
great baobab tree. he stopped. 

“Bwana,” he said, “listen.” 

The sun beat down and there was no 
wind. I could hear nothing but the 
unlovely sound of a crow in the tree 
above me. 

“Uh, uh, Hezeroni, I hear nothing.” 

“Kah,” he said, “your ears are blocked, 
Bwana. I can hear the throb of drums, 
and of feet dancing. Bwana, they are 
planning to sacrifice to the ancestors 
this afternoon.” 

As he stood I could see his big toe 
moving to and fro, keeping time with a 
rhythm I couldn’t perceive. 

“I hear nothing,” I said. 

“Bwana,” he said, “I cannot hear it 
so much as feel it.. Huh, you will never 
feel it as we do. Bwana, you will never 
understand as we understand.” 

He was grimly serious. “You laugh 
about going on today’s safari. Heh, but 
I, I have great fears, Bwana. I have 
heard that the sickness of M’bovu is but 
a small thing and if we travel to his 
village, if we incur his anger, Bwana, 
then my spear and my stick will have 
small strength to keep you safe.” 

(To Be ConTINvuED) 
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THE RSV 
(Continued from page 13) 

Let us come now to the question of 
the underlying text. The 1611 revisers 
adhered closely to the Massoretic text 
of the OT, even when they did not 
understand it fully. For example, the 
opening clause. of 1 Samuel 13:1, “Saul 
reigned one year” (KJV), is a mistransla- 
tion, but it represents their attempt to 
force some sort of sense out of the 
Massoretic Hebrew which, as it stands, 
means “Saul was a year old when he be- 
came king.” Only very occasionally did 
they prefer a reading from an ancient 
version to one from the Hebrew, or give 
a translation which implied a change of 
vocalization in the original. Their suc- 
cessors of 1884 and 1901 followed their 
example for the most part. The Preface 
to the OT in the British RV states that 
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“the Revisers have thought it most pru- 
dent to adopt the Massoretic Text as 
the basis of their work, and to depart 
from it, as the Authorized Translators 
had done, only in exceptional cases.” In 
a few places the British RV and ARV 
incorporate a versional reading in the 
text, but more often they draw attention 
to it in the margin. Conjectural emend- 
ation they reduced to a minimum. In | 
Samuel 13:1 the British RV supplies the 
figure “thirty” as Saul’s age in years 
when he began to reign, with the sup- 
port of a late recension of the Septu- 
agint; ARV reads “forty,”’ frankly admit- 
ting that the figure, absent from the 
Hebrew text, is supplied conjecturally; 
the complete uncertainty of the emenda- 
tion is-indicated in both versions by 
italicizing the number and placing it 
within square brackets. RSV is more 
cautious here, simply reproducing the 
Massoretic lacuna: “Saul was . . . years 
old when he began to reign.” 

During the last half-century and more 
there was a general tendency in OT 
scholarship to emend the received 
Hebrew text sweepingly by reference to 
the ancient versions, and (where they 
fail) by conjectural emendation. In re- 
cent years there has been a healthy 
reaction against this tendency—a reac- 
tion which is now being reinforced by 
the manuscript discoveries lately made 
in the Dead Sea area. When the Nether- 
lands Bible Society sponsored the prepa- 
ration of the new Dutch translation of 
the Bible, which appeared in 1951, it 
was possible for conservative and radi- 
cal scholars to cooperate in the enter- 
prise, because all alike agreed in ac- 
cepting the general trustworthiness of 
the Massoretic text of the OT. So we are 
told by Professor G. C. Aalders of Am- 
sterdam, an eminent conservative OT 
scholar. Similarly Professor J. Philip 
Hyatt, a member of the RSV committee, 
has declared: “The first duty of the 
modern translator should be to give a 
faithful rendering of the Massoretic 
text, whenever that can be made to 
yield good sense; if not, he may then 
resort to emendation on the basis of the 
ancient versions; conjectural emenda- 
tion should be a last resort, and is sel- 
dom necessary.” A far cry from the day 
when an illustrious English Biblical 
scholar used to insist that there was 
nothing so certain in the world as a 
good conjectural emendation! 

The RSV reflects this reaction against 
large-scale emendation. Those who think 
that even so it errs on the side of 
emendation may reflect that the error 
would have been much more excessive 
had it appeared a generation ago. In 
fact, the place it gives to emendation is 
remarkably moderate. Among emenda- 
tions based on the Septuagint we note 
the inclusion in Genesis 4:8 of the words 
which Cain spoke to Abel (which the 


British RV admitted to its margin only. 
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BIBLE CONFERENCES although it has the support of the fear, with trembling kiss his feet”) is 
Samaritan Hebrew as well); the longer one with which students and teachers . 
text of 1 Samuel 14:41, which throws ‘have long been familiar in the Hebrew 
welcome light on the consultation of classroom; it assumes that the Massore- 
Urim and Thummim; and the reproduc- _ tic letters wgylw br‘dh nsqw br should be 
tion of the full quatrain of Solomon’s transposed to wbr‘dh nsqw brglyw. The 
inaugural utterance at the dedication of ancient versions seem to have found 
his temple in 1 Kings 8:12 ff. But the difficulty in understanding the Hebrew, 
two last instances illustrate the exces- and to us it is strange to find Aramaic 
sive conservatism of the new revisers in bar (“son”) in this verse when the regu- 
relation to the text. When they rendered lar Hebrew word ben (inflected b’ni, 
1 Samuel 14:41 according to the Septu- “my son”) has been used in verse 7. 
agint they ought, for consistency’s sake, Jerome, finding the same Hebrew con- 
to have followed the Septuagint text of sonantal text before him as we know, 
| verse 18 too, which makes mention of rendered it “Worship in purity” in- 
the ephod and not of the ark. The ephod _ stead of “Kiss: the Son.” The RSV form 
~ begiethe ae ti 7 nd  mcotogee was the instrument used for pose he the does not obscure the divine Sonship of 
SS sacred lot; as for the ark, it appears to the Lord’s Anointed, for that is plainly 








ible exposi 
‘x trian OR ery have been still in its long retirement asserted in verse 7; but even so the 
X . .. fun for the whole family. | i” the house of Abinadab at Kiriath- emendation- is not altogether certain, 
And at reasonable rates, too! | jearim. And the Septuagint rendering although it is attractive. In Psalm 137:5 
nn | of Solomon’s words in 1 Kings 8:13 is “let my right hand wither” (RSV) re- 
ei Come have & | concluded by a note which ought prob- flects the emendation tikchash for 
pondergt time! ably to be translated “Behold, is it not tishkach (“let her forget”); it is sur- 
i aoe written in the book of Jashar?”—but prising that no mention is made of this 

USTRA FOLDER this is omitted in RSV. in a footnote. 

a se NI There are other places where we might More controversy has been caused, 
4 Beautiful Lake Louise. reasonably have expected the new re- however, by some of the RSV renderings 
a ie Seas | visers to make use of the Septuagint, of the traditional text than by emenda- 
a Et € where they have not done so. For in- _ tions of that text. Christian criticism has 


Lake Lovise- Conference Grounds and Hotel | stance, they might have read “like concentrated, as is natural, on the ren- 

Dept. ET - Toccoa, Ga. David” instead of “round about” in dering of some of the Messianic “testi- 
Isaiah 29:3; more remarkable still, they monies” in the OT, where the Christo- 
have not adopted the reading “He shall logical reference is sometimes thought 
see light . . .” in Isaiah 53:11, although to be unnecessarily obscured. Now it 
this Septuagint wording is now known must be premised that the translator's 
to be supported by the two Hebrew business is to translate the best estab- 
scrolls found in the first Qumran cave lished text of his original, even when (in 
(The RSV rendering “he shall see the some of the passages in view) the word- 
fruit of the travail of his soul” isa mere ing of a NT quotation may be more 
paraphrase of the Massoretic reading.). explicitly Christological than the OT 
The complete Isaiah scroll from Qum- Hebrew is. But this does not excuse what 
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Enjoy swimming, fishing, canoeing, ran, however, has been utilized in a I should describe as the most glaring 
prone aang yn number of other places in RSV: e.g. in defect in the RSV of the OT—its render- 
and alert minds. Isaiah 21:8, “Then he who saw cried” ing of Psalm 45:6 by “Your divine 
cosa aint ie Qunt-<f te (The perplexing introduction of a lion throne endures for ever and ever.” If 
Lets of good feed. Strong Christian thus disappears.). the Hebrew words could be made to 
leadership. For information, write: Three examples of conjectural emend- yield no other sense, this rendering 
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Rm. 507 E, 156 Fifth Ave. N. Y. 10, N. Y. | in Psalm 2:11 (“Serve the Lorp with that we have to do with a rather awk- 
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to participate in a co-operative venture of pub:ishing twelve great Christian classics, and pro- 
curing them for your own library at an average of 20% less than the usual price! 
THE BAKER CO-OPERATIVE REPRINT LIBRARY is entirely new in the field of publishin: 
Christian literature. It is enabling the publisher, with the cooperation of k buyers an 
bookstores, to offer not one — but twelve classic Christian writings. ‘hese twelve, carefully 
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ward compendious construction; but in 
fact the Hebrew goes straightforwardly 
into English in the traditional wording, 
“Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 
ever.” 

The translation of Isaiah 7:14, which 
has possibly aroused most controversy, 
requires more serious thought. The new 
revisers, of course, in translating ‘almah 
as “young woman,” had in mind the 
partial and short-term fulfillment of the 
prophecy in a form which served as a 
sign to Ahaz: if a young woman con- 
ceived at the time when Isaiah uttered 
the words, then the threat from Samaria 
and Damascus was indeed dispelled be- 
fore her child knew the difference be- 
tween right and wrong. The perfect and 
long-term fulfillment of the prophecy 
is recorded in Matthew 1:23, where the 
Septuagint parthenos (“virgin”) is most 
divinely apt to the manner of our Lord’s 
conception and birth. With all respect to 
Professor H. M. Orlinsky’s well-merited 
reputation as a Septuagint expert, there 
is no foundation for his statement that 
Christians substituted “virgin” (parthe- 
nos) in the Septuagint text here (Intr. 
to RSV of OT, p. 30). On the other 
hand, the argument that the rendering 
of ha-‘almah in Isaiah 7:14 should be 
settled without more ado by the fact 
that the Septuagint reading parthenos 
receives canonical ratification in Mat- 
thew 1:23 should not be pressed by 
those who condemn the new version for 
rendering Zechariah 12:10 in a form 
(“when they look on him whom they 
have pierced”) which receives canonical 
ratification in John 19:37. It is true that 
bethulah rather than ‘almah is the word 
that actually asserts virginity, but ‘almah 
normally implies it (In the new Dutch 
version mentioned above it is translated 
by jonkvrouw, which according to Pro- 
fessor Aalders can mean either a young 
girl who is still a virgin or a young 
woman already married.). But since the 
new revisers have enlisted the aid of the 
Ras Shamra documents elsewhere, they 
might have done so here. For Isaiah’s 
announcement of the birth of the child 
Immanuel is couched in language remin- 
iscent of the Ugaritic formula for an- 
nouncing the birth of a hero. And in 
that formula the Ugaritic equivalents of 
Hebrew ‘almah and bethulah appear in 
synonymous parallelism! There are over- 
tones in Isaiah 7:14 which are not satis- 
fied by the RSV rendering. The prop- 
het’s words probably rang a bell in the 
minds of his hearers, just as did the 
reference of his contemporary Micah to 
“the time when she who is in travail has 
brought forth” (Mic. 5:3, RSV). 

The RSV rendering of the announce- 
ment of the coming ruler in the Micah 
passage just quoted has also received 
some criticism, especially the final clause 
of verse 2: “whose origin is from of old, 
from ancient days.” This rendering, it 
is feared, may obscure the eternal pre- 
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existence of Christ. But the eternal pre- 
-existence of Christ is a truth first clearly 
taught in the NT, and without that later 
and fuller revelation we should not have 
been able to deduce it certainly from 
Micah 5:2. The words translated “of 
old” and “ancient” by RSV here are 
translated in exactly that way by KJV in 
Psalm 77:5, “I have considered the days 
of old, the years of ancient times.” It is 
in the light of the NT that we learn that 
the antiquity of Messiah’s “origin,” de- 
scribed by Micah, is the antiquity of 
eternity. Similarly, it is in the light of 
the NT that we learn that the manner 
of Messiah’s “origin” (in itself a per- 
fectly reasonable rendering of the He- 
brew in this context) consists in His 
eternal generation from God the Father. 

A similar objection has been leveled 
against the RSV translation of Proverbs 
8:22, where Wisdom is made to say: 
“The Lorp created me at the beginning 
of his work.” Whether or not“ created” 
is the best rendering of Hebrew qanah 
here (the Septuagint so renders it, and 
this appears to be the sense of the verb 
in Gen. 14:19, 22), we must remember 
that in Proverbs 8:22 ff. we have not a 
Messianic prophecy but an adumbration 
of a truth first proclaimed in the NT. 
Here and elsewhere in the Wisdom 
literature of the OT, divine Wisdom is 
personified as the eldest daughter of the 
Almighty (metaphorically speaking), but 
in the NT divine Wisdom is identified 
with the only-begotten Son of God (on- 
tologically speaking). 

The RSV has earned our gratitude in 
making the Messianic prophecy of Gen- 
esis 49:10 more immediately intelligible. 
What is the ordinary reader to make of 
“Shiloh” in KJV and ARV? He will 
naturally think of the Ephraimite town 
of Shiloh where the sanctuary was set 
up shortly after the Israelite settlement 
in Canaan, but what has that to do with 
Judah’s royal tribe? Some scholars have 
connected Shiloh here with an Akkadian 
word meaning “prince.” But the RSV 
rendering, “until he comes to whom it 
belongs,” has even stronger support than 
the Peshitta and Targum mentioned in 
the footnote to this verse; it has the sup- 
port of the prophet Ezekiel, who was al- 
most certainly quoting Genesis 49:10 
when he spoke in God’s name of the 
downfall of the Davidic monarchy in 
Zedekiah’s day: “A ruin, ruin, ruin I 
will make of it; there shall not be even 
a trace of it until he comes whose right 
it is; and to him I will give it” (Ezek. 
21:27, RSV). 

It might have been thought at one 
time that the establishment of the 
Davidic monarchy exhausted the refer- 
ence of Jacob’s blessing on Judah; again, 
with the fall of that monarchy it might 
have been thought that the promise of 
Genesis 49:10 had been annulled. But 
Ezekiel declares that the prophecy 
neither found its ultimate fulfillment 
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in the rise of David’s house nor met its 
final frustration in the ruin of David's 
house; another was yet to come, the one, 
as Jacob said, “to whom it belongs,” and 
to Him would the sovereignty, absolute 
and eternal, be given by God. 

The OT section of the RSV is cer- 
tainly capable of improvement. Whether 
it is worthy to be accepted as a standard 
version is a question to be decided by 
those who are invited to accept it as 
such. It has been introduced into the 
British Isles as another unofficial, 
“modern-speech” version, and it is by 
far the best of such versions, for up-to- 
date scholarship, textual fidelity and 
English style. Some of its defects leap 
to the eyes, but the really serious ones 
can be counted on one’s fingers and do 
not detract unduly from the generally 
high level of the work—a level which is 
higher in the OT than in the NT. In 
neither Testament does the RSV super- 
sede the British RV or the ARV, particu- 
larly for purposes of careful study. But 
it is a useful adjunct to these versions, 
and if the student will take time to as- 
certain the reason for every change in 
text or translation which he finds in 
the RSV, he will learn much of great 
value about the Biblical text and _ its 
meaning. 

Of the men who carried out the work 
of revision I have said almost nothing, 
preferring for present purposes to judge 
them by this, their finished product. 
They assure us that they have done their 
work with no thought of finality, and 
that they themselves are more acutely 
conscious of its shortcomings than any 
reader can be. This we can well believe. 
Future revisions and translations, in- 
cluding the new British version now be- 
ing prepared, will no doubt profit by the 
criticisms voiced against the RSV. But 
when all these criticisms have been 
heard, and due allowance made for those 
which are well founded, it remains true 
that every doctrine of the Christian faith 
and every article of Christian duty can 
be established as conclusively from this 
as from any other translation. The com- 
mon reader of the RSV will not fail to 
recognize the authentic note of the 
Word of God, attested in his heart by 
the Holy Spirit. 


Enpb 
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COMMUNISTS VS. THE CHURCH 
(Continued from page 9) 
forbade private gatherings. When the 
Christians refused to call off their reli- 
gious celebrations, pleading freedom of 
worship, and gathered for a mass meet- 
ing in the Central Presbyterian Church, 
Communist police broke in ‘with drawn 
bayonets, arrested the pastor and began 
to carry him off to headquarters. They 
reckoned, however, without the courage 
and resourcefulness of the Pyengyang 
Christians. As the policemen threw the 
pastor into a jeep and leaped in them- 
selves to race away, they found them- 
selves hemmed in by a great mass of 
protesting Christians. They could not 
move. More protesting multitudes began 
to arrive. “Release the pastor, or you 
will never leave,” they were told. Humili- 
ated and angry, they finally released him. 

The unexpected vigor of the Korean 
church frightened the Communists into 
precipitate persecution of the Christian 
population. For a while, participation 
in the Soviet-sponsored “Christian 
League” was enough to secure for church 
workers some freedom of activity. Only 
those who declined to join were brought 
under pressure and forced out of 
churches and seminaries. But all too 
soon even those who cooperated in the 
“Christian League” found themselves no 
longer safe from sudden imprisonment 
or execution as the regime moved to 
wipe out the entire effective leadership 
of the Christian’ church. In 1950, in 
Pyengyang more than one hundred 
church officers were liquidated in less 
than a month. It is estimated that more 
than one-third of Korea’s 900 Presby- 
terian ministers have been murdered or 
are missing. 

The case of Pastor Kim Hi Sun, as 
reported by a missionary, is typical, ex- 
cept for one thing. He escaped. Like 
many others, he was arrested for failure 
to join the “Christian League” and sen- 
tenced to six years of hard labor. His 
son was forced out of the seminary and 
hid for three months in a hole dug un- 
der their little home. Pastor Kim was 
shipped north as a slave laborer in a 
gold mine, where guards drove a thou- 
sand prisoners to work twenty hours a 
day. An average of three prisoners died 
under the inhuman treatment every day. 
After the Inchon landings, as UN forces 
advanced north, the prisoners were 
herded still farther north. The rumor 
spread that they were all to be executed. 
About two o'clock one morning Pastor 
Kim, taking advantage of the sleepiness 
of a guard, slipped out of the long 
death column and escaped. Four days of 
walking brought him home at last to 
Pyengyang just in time to join the popu- 
lace in welcoming the liberating UN 
troops. 

Then for five short weeks before the 
curtain fell once more, as Pastor Kim, 
reunited with his missionary associates, 





ministered.to the thousands of Korean 
Christians who poured out of homes and 
caves and hills to worship God again in 
freedom, he stood as a symbol, a member 
of the Church of Jesus Christ that not 
all the concentrated hate and power of 
the police state could subdue. 

North Korea is once more behind the 
curtain. What will now be left of the 
church? A pastor who escaped since the 
truce reports that only one church is 
left standing in Pyengyang, the city of 
churches, and that one is organized un- 
der the banner of the communized 
“Christian League.” Can any other 
church survive? 

I am inclined to think it can. It may 
be unorganized, but it will be alive, 
even in prison camps or holes. dug in 
the ground. For this stubborn fact re- 
mains: every time the curtain breaks, 
we find the church still there. 

Some time ago, before the truce, I 
heard a man describe the arrival of 
refugees fleeing from their persecutors 
in the North. Bear in mind that perhaps 
a full half of the North Korean popula- 
tion has fled from the Communist regime 
and sought safety in the South. The 
number is estimated at between four 
and six million out of a former North 
Korean population of nine million. 

They make their precarious way, 
these refugees, shivering in the Korean 
cold, past bristling Communist lines, 
moving in single file over the mine- 
fields of no-man’s-land, sometimes cut 
down by mistake as enemy raiders within 
sight of safety. Everything they own, of 
course, is left behind. What few things 
they can bring with them they carry 
in little bundles tied up in bits of 
cloth. 

And when, at last, they reach safety, 
what is the first thing they do? “As they 
filed into freedom,” the observer said, 
“those refugees would squat in little 
circles on the ground. They would open 
up their bundles, and there on top of 
each bundle was a black book, the Bible. 
And then, right there in that little circle, 
those homeless refugees would proceed 
to organize themselves into a church!” 

This is the church the Communists 
cannot destroy. For a while they can 
force it out of organized existence; they 
can destroy most of its membership; they 
can drive it out of sight. But wherever 
the curtain lifts that church arises alive 
and unconquerable into sight once more. 
And wherever the curtain, like some 
great dam, breaks for a moment, there 
pour forth into freedom like rivers flow- 
ing into the sea, little groups of Chris- 
tians whose first concern after the hid- 
den years is to organize themselves once 
more back into the visible Church of 
our Triumphant Lord. 

And we know that for that Church, 
the promise still stands, “The gates of 
Hell shall not prevail against it.” 

Enp 
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SUMMER SESSION — JUNE 7 - JULY 10 
GRADUATE AND UNDER-GRADUATE COURSES 
IN THE. VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS is 

WORKSHOP IN MUSIC, SPEECH, AND ART ' 
TWO-WEEK SESSION — JUNE 7 - 19 
THREE-WEEK SESSION — JUNE 21 - JULY 10 

SIX HOURS CREDIT CAN BE EARNED 
IN TELEVISION, RADIO, CINEMA, 
MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC 
PRODUCTION, CHALK TALK, 

ART IN RELIGIOUS ADVERTISING, 
EVANGELISTIC. MUSIC, ETC. 
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neople to Christ 








study JEWISH MISSIONS at Moody Bible Institute 


With it you'll receive 
a school catalog. 
Address Office of 
Admissions, Room £1240 
You can serve Christ better 
after you’ve been 


Established to meet the need for qual- 
ified evangelists and workers among 
God’s ancient people Israel, MBI’s 
tuition-free three-year course equips 
you thoroughly for this all-important 
ministry through: 

Better Understanding—The problems 
and history of the Hebrew nation are 
presented with sympathy, so that 
many barriers which often appear in 
this difficult field of service are over- 
come. You come to understand the Jew 
today as you trace his religion and his- 
tory down through the centuries from 
Old Testament times. 


Specialized Studies—You learn He- 
brew and Yiddish, and study Old Tes- 
tament Messianic passages with Jewish 
opinions in view. Evangelism through 
local churches and church workers as 
well as special missions is stressed. 


Bible and Related Subjects—You get 
a working knowledge of the entire 
Bible, in addition to studying certain 
books in detail . . . and receive training 
in personal evangelism, public speak- 
ing and many other pertinent subjects. 


Practical Work Among Jews—Chi- 
cago’s large Hebrew population gives 
you an excellent opportunity to learn 
Jewish evangelism by first-hand expe- 
rience. Assignments include house-to- 
house visitation and children’s work in 
Jewish neighborhoods, as well as assist- 
ing in open-air meetings and Hebrew 
club and mission services. 


The great majority of Jewish mission 
workers throughout the country are 
Moody-trained. Why not take advan- 
tage of the same preparation that has 
equipped so many others for a fruitful 
ministry among God’s chosen people? 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELICAL 


Moody Bible Institute 


820 North LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, PRESIDENT x Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, DEAN 


ACCREDITED IN COLLEGIATE DIVISION BY ACCREDITING ASSOCIATION OF BIBLE INSTITUTES AND BIBLE COLLEGES 











